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SAICON, SOUTH VIRTNAM--President Iyndon Johmson head pritmfiéa}?éxpmtad
New York Governor Nelson Rockefeller to lose his post in the recent Americen
olection snd was hence considering asking the billionaire Republicsn to
becone WeSs Ambassedor to South Vietnamy informed sources disclosed today.

One of the fiultitides of White House sides, sssistents snd lieutemnents
visiting Vietnanm let the word slip out in conwersations with officials here.
This cowresponient wgs subsequently told the report ly a senior official,
who was speaking in private.

"I don’t suppose Rockefollmr hed boen clued in on this strategy,"
the source seid, shrugging his shoulders, ™I don’t know how you would $ell
snyone something like that!

"But, the prediction certsinly gives American officials here something
to worry about regerding the political forecasting abilities of the Presidemt
Romomber, he missed by 15 the number of Congressional seats he expected

the Democrats to lose during the elestion.
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Dogpo :

The roport distinotly sugpests that Hemry Cobot Lodge, also o ranking
Ropubliceny is plamming €o leave his post as Ambaosador hore and that the
thito House me==ond perhaps atill ie—plonning to roploce him with onothey
prontigious Ropublicens Recuwrwent pross reporis here +that Ambascedor Lodge
plammed to leove Saigs his Sodgon post hove boon officielly denied, The
mmbacsedor ond his wifo have recently deperted for the United States %o vieit hio

Tho Demceratic strategy of cppointing o ronking Republicon oo Ambagnador
to south Viotnem=-long considered the gravoyard of cmbasocadors, diplomats and
ponorele—wne initiated by Prosident dJohn Fe Eommedy vhon ho memod Lodge

to hic teorm hore in the midot of the Buddhiot orisis in mid-1963. TWhile e
Ropublicon Ambagoador here, oerving o Pemooratic Adnindotrotiony oronted the
appearence of & bi~partisan American foreign policy on Vietnem,  observers
elso indiccted that in domestic political temms, Prosident Kemnedy hod “exiled™

one of his long~ ﬂ- mg ﬂw&a from Mascachussets and & potentinl opposdtion
Crm
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In mm&, 10dge resigned his poet end returmed to the United States

‘before the xwzzam aastional convention. He wes roplsced Wy ﬁmsm:& Maxwell

Taylor, who initisted the bombing of North Vietnsnm ond ushered in the srrivel

of the first Amoricmn combat grownd troops, which he was known o oprose

- privately. In 832 nid~1965, lodge ropleced Taylor snd bogen his second tour

e Anbaseedor to Wietnams

nwm the shift of Ambassadors and the Americen militery MMp within

Mth ﬂamm the Amamm m.tutw leaders have gnined incresning sf thm

“anw.mm pover vhile the suthority of the Am ‘bassador hes shrivoled in

inportances During m eoww visit of Seoretery of Defence Robort Se HoslNemara
sbmp dzawta broke out between the Secretary mnd Ambasssdor Lodgey, relinble

sources me* The mm area of disagroement revolved sround imoricsn military

 offisiale usurping more sentrol fros the Anerioms mktiteny oivilien agenoiesy

o mmm upwuy m' Ambassador Mgu disapprovedy * These func tions ineluded

mi’.u.tw mes in the field of mdministration snd intelligence on the

- Americen siAu, excluling the functions of the American Central Intellisence

lgency, Most of fmding for Amerisen %ﬁm&hmmmmg ¢IA hore

amog/ﬂm the miutw defense eppropriations, snd Amorioss miutw lendors
Nc c

here bolieve it is) ! ir prerogative to "oall the shoto."

The second are- of disagreement between Lodge end MoNemars revolved

,; ag:mmd how Anaﬂam combat units would be utilised in the totel condust of the

oo, e (more)



Wolla more and the military leadors wented the imerdicen combet mtis to
be deployed against the Communist "hardehats® nain-force units mootly in the
Communist stromghold aroesy cuch as CeZone nd the Jungles of Central Vietnam N
Lodge, however, belioved that the most significent Communist thrent comes from
the gusrillags which control the populdted villsges, wanted s aininum number
of mmﬂm troops deployed into the jungles mnd a naximum number to secure
the mllmoa from vhich the Communist Q\m\%!.lm and politicel cedre would be
sified outs

Reliable reports here indionte that MoNamors md the militery lesders om
| woni the Q,ﬁawmh

"It will diffioult Yo find snyone %o replesce Lodge," one Western diplomat
explaineds "Because the post of Anbasss dor hore has besome a figurchoad "
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