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SAIGON—=Every day the "Fishmet Report," classified as conf:%ideutial;
is swooped up from the provinces and villa iées of Vietnam and collected
typed and filed at the Americam military command here.

The reports list the ugliest, most brutal part of this
day—-in, dey—out war in which Vietnamese kill Vietnamese.

Extracts from the repert for gne day im one province, the northerm
province of Thua Thienm, comitaining the old imperial capital of Kw; reads
as followss

An unknowm number of f’iet Cong infiltrated = New Life Hamlet and
murdered two civilians..

An unknown number of VietCong entered a hamlet and assassinated
one fourteen=year—-old youth,

An: unknown number of Viet Cong entered Ke Sung hamlet and Thank Duong

hamlet, murdering two residents and seriously wounding another..
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One Viet Cong squad entered The Som hamle‘k and kidnapped one resident.

In t;ne neigﬂacming ;grav:%.nee of Quang Tri, the report indloa,tadi
7 cova Erier BELS N

three] Thanh Luong hamlet and kidnapped two youths. In S adjoining
mountain province of Pleiku, the report said that an unknown number of
Viet Cong detonated a ming against a civilian bus;g killing one civiliam
and wounding three others,.

"This is the story of total, bloody mayhem: whickh daily takes
place im the Vietnamese villages," one ‘@2 concerned American official
explaineds "It's been going om for years."

it o ¥ Western cocktaill pa rty last month, ome Buropesn
counter-guerrilla expert grabbed a s#iff shot of scotch off & p@
tray of a pe assing waiter and empirdmed expla ined, "I've just
read the porisst report ever—fmom Binh Dink provimce (250 miles north of
Saigon vhere @ Commumist units borm im North Viet Nam have recently
infiltrated).

"The Viet Cong sneaked into the government hamlet, grabbed the
village chief and his family\;'" the & Westerner mx continued, 1EEe-
#They forced the village chief to watch as they cub off the legs of
mm omm them bayonetted out the sbdomem of his

sereaning wife-=—and them they s emasculated him,ﬂ leaving them all
to die an slowas ponsibles
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"The Viet Cong are veny, very selective with this terror-torture
teehiniicue," he continueds "They de it for deliberate political
purposes—~that story will spread like wildfire through Binh Dinh
province-an&?evermfgavernmentavillage chief knows: if He takes am
active stand age inst the Communists: the seme thing will happem to

1o HKoweAnds % U'eTara..
him and his femily, They've done this for years 7.1:1 “a&‘fﬁé‘W
villages—and this is why the govermment can't Hove any  good
administrators and cadre @ at: the lowest level."

The Wesbterm diploma¥ gulfed his fced scoteh and turned away ¥

talk of other thingse.

(Moxre)



deepe
torture~—4

april 21, 19695

The effect of this termor-torture tﬁu tactie is to destroy
the most anti=-Communist elements iw the villages and hamlets——and to
ﬁeutralize others who hear about the reports.

In dealing witlh government prisonmers of waw, the Viet Comg have

B i

two> tacticswne is treat the ‘government trocpers weBl well, indoctrinate
e g
and send hﬂn"E/cir to

cooperationm im the future——and the second is to destroy him Some

umt im the hopes: of getting nts 7

reports from Vietnamese field officers: ind:ﬁcate that one Vietnamese

company comma nder was eaptured by the g Viet Cong when his compan;gr'

%f/w

der was burned

was almost tota uw wiped oute—
alive at the stake.s Im a@d&- anther another cont’imed case, N=
a Vietnamese govermment militiamen was captured, the calf of his

leg wa = cut off and caten im fron® of hima.

(More)



Vietnamese govermment troops;; whille seldom using the deliberate
torture or terror om unsuspicious Vietnamese civilians; are also
known to use almost "Congo—~like barbarism" agains® Viet Cong
prisoners and suspects—asg one Vietnamese amuy captaim explained.
Genera 1ly; government trocps B%éﬁhxattempt taﬁép'ab%ainzquicklyr
intelligence informationm from Viet Cong yga prisoners in the heat of

battle, The fast securing of this combat intelligence is, im their

view, considered important to zm find a nd destroyyw

g s
#K

3 ’battlewzmd to save the lives of their

i b nio

Viet Cong units
own & troops from falling into Viet Cong entrapments and ambushes,
Under pressure from American advisors--and intellfigence officers——
the Vietnamese armed forces: has been urged to be move lenient d!"‘""“‘"’*’

with Viet Cong prisoners—and to keep them alive as fubure means of
intelligence Gambesd the Viet Conge

(uMore)
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Nevertheless, even Vietnamese army officers conceded that torture and
terror is 1‘@ employed against Viet Cong prio prisomers, Im one
known case, two Viet Ccmggmfaaners: were being interrogated om am

airplene flying towards Segn Saigon. The first prisoner refused to

answer question. He was throwm out the'door—at % 3,000 feets The

second prisomer immediately answered all the q@m questions p@
. ;

hw”“ asked him, He, %00, was thrown out the dooX.
-
: 55

mamous methods of ‘@*u. torture &-«awm
m—m partiall W electrocution~—or "frying" as one
American advisor explainsd to this correspomdente Two wires were
gm attached te the @s thumbs of a Viet Cong prisomﬁvat the
other end of the strings was a field generatﬁr; whicin = ﬁ?‘” >
corre /spondent % gaw g Vie tnamese privete cranking, -

_Fl e it o
Gurrent which partialllym electroouted thei:rigonsn. Tietnamese

4‘2 9»(1/ ‘Zlﬂ;m‘f"

officers report that sometimes the wires through which the
current pass are attached to the male genitall organs or the
breasts of a Viet Cong wemew prisoner. The "water—torture" method is
& 1sc used, vhich is painful,, but seldom death-producings Generally;?
one persom forces the prisoner to gulp water, while esnother

;«4

applies pressure on ths/stomcm foreing the w ater to 'ba e;tpateé., thus

ereating a feeling similer to that ofl drownmings
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¢ Other techmiques—usually designed to force om=looking prisoners
to taanvoLw cutting off parts: of w one prisoner's body——
his fmgers earsp ﬁngemails or se:mal argans.. SOrte‘himes a string of

s Rl R R

declared a war, the Mm 1ntemt10na11y~aaeeptqd
i ch7TE Dor.
ru.ls& for treatment of prisoners: hava‘m{beem pp ie& hereo

@m Eaplier this month, Americam officials ® im Saigom and
Washingtom viigoriously protested the atrocious killing of &
a m Americam eiviliam employee working for the United Statess
Agency for International Development. Officially, this is ome off
the first atrocious killings of Americens im Viet Nam,. Enweva;z*‘,,
low-ranking Americam adwisors im the provinces have reported that
American military prisoners M'—; trociously killedo
One of these involved four Americam advisors captured by the
Viet Cong when their district headq uvarters in Phuoo Long province,
northeast of Saigom, was over-Tumy Las? PezsemBel,
"Their bodies had been tortured and hacked to bits," ome
Ameri can advise:r explained, "And them they were shot im the back

of the head. It made me siglk to hear about it."
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