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THE "MASS UPRISIDGS" OF QUI HEON

SAIGOB-=Cul Thon is o lasy provineial cepital of 50,000 populatione—
nootly peorle commected with fishingw-suti situated on & bosutiful beach
along the South China Sea 200 miles nordh of Sedgom and 200 miles
south of the old imperial ocopital of Hues

The olty was quiet end peaceful until Communiot agitation
bogan during the last days of Augnet and oontinuod for o months  The
sgitation took tvo formes yovolt® of the Gui Fhon people; bloody
demonatrations by poasents fr-m Communist-controlled pe ris of the
provinoe, ;

This is the atory of the transformation of this qulet city
into o »ild state of confusion and mass mob rules It serves as an
1llustestion of Communiot agitetion in the poste-and it is likely
to heppen time ond time again in cities like Gui Fhon,

Thio story is besed on a four-hour conversstion with a
iuge 235 Sundoy, It all started with o proéh pro~thanh demonstration for
General Kharh (premicr of South Vietnn, bdacked dy the mmerdocans)s It
bogan with e parade through the etreots right past my housey lasting
about an hour, (Mawe)
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It was s domonstration of several thousand yolling,
sorceming otudents and many adults like fishormon and oyecle defvers, Su
Suddenly this demonstration turncd enti-fatholic and thoy »ioted in the
marketplace and then procceded to the oity squovre where they beat up
several youggeters, I know one boy wes sbout 12 yeors old and one
girl vas oloo ebout 12--and there may have been mores ’

The chief of police was thore at the begimning, +hen the
demonstration was pro~Fhenh, and gave a spoochs He was pother couragoous
to €0 this bdoocuse later it turned anti-govermment and he loft for hie
1lifes

Thene demonstrations oontinued to about noony then everyone
wont home for solstas I drove around towm about 3 Osme and the town
was 80 gulet i1t was like no one wes in the oitys But an hour lator
they congregnted in front of the Cuong Do high school end had speechos
ageinat fmorican foreign polioy in Viet Nem and anti~Fhanh spoechons

All this trouble storted whon some strangers came im
from Mue, the old imperial capital, contor of Univereity of Hue,

It's oploo the cemter of Duddhist movement and the headquarters of the
Bational solvation Gounoilss Bvoryonme thinks these two movements are
fommund ot oxploitods

I know oome students come from Hue and emvolled in
the normal school whon olasses opemed the middof of Auguats othors
ceme sbout & week latems No one knows how many studonts ocemo from Huop
1t's all invisibles (1sowo)
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#loo some now toachers came ing ono of them at the normal
il ochool ins o young man and o rabble rouscr. Theon the demonstrations bogany

the students at the technical and normal schools wanted to continue

astuyding but the Hue etudents forced them to Join, IHaybe the Hue studente

worked on one or two and these worked on the others. IEveryone folloed

the orowd=—nord of like geng warfere in How York, Their payohol

if oy friends join I don't want to be left out,

vhile the Hue students were egititoting the qui Nhom students,

™ the school direotors and toachers also bogan meoting for “educstional

oconferences” but wore really political discussions end debates, Ordinarily

the teachers, professors end divcotors of the high schooly the nowmal

nohool end the technicel school mever have anything to do with cach

othors

The Cuong De high ochool divectory; 4t seomsy otartod colling

the ocdusationsl conforenoons wsmwmmsahaammm

ol aiioestir sotier Mot s AISAN S aivantean Ml oshect

in tomm, Thore is aleo & Buddhist sohool with high school grodos but

thie hao beon hoaving clasmes most of the time when the others wmore nots
Some of the teachers fyom Cuong De sald they were not in

favor of going alond with their diwveotory; but thoy couldn*t got out of

i%s Ae theso demonstretions developed, the mowe important tecchers with

prestige positions--like English end Fronoh teachors--had to go along with i,

(Htoro)
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Bational 3elvation Camiites,
exploited, O(ne hoy momber is o mediocal dooter vho's heod of tho
melaria oredication office, along with tho high echool diroofors Dut
wo don't know how manys

2% ong of their meetings “odusationnl conferences
Americon sdviscr was requosted to submit several pepers on ocduselicuad
topioa, MMMMQMM%&QW%MW He throntofiod
4o reshgns The peoplezsapx are bdohind the high sthool direoto
wore sey Shis--some of the high school toschers say he gets ovders
direstiy from the Hntional Salvetion Committes in Hue. Thio fue group
15 hoaded by Dre 1o Ehas Gngen, vho's deen of the Hodical Feculty.
mmamﬂma@mmmm«mummm
| uring ene of thier thely fivet meotdngs, this qui mhom
Batiopnl telvation Conmittoe chose Mwe Al, dircetor of the pmk toohnioal
sohooly to be oha isman, lo's sbout 29 end the most pro-imerican
one in cul Fhomg he hes Bs S end U, S, from Los Angeles State
Undvorsity. He wes five yesrs in los Angelon, It wuo en insult o hasm
ask hin %o hood this anti-fmoricen coumittee; he refuscds

T saw Hre AL vhen he votwned from the United state
17 momtha agoj ho lodked 1ike & young mm ne Now bo's an old men with
dra m faco ond ool cyoss Defore hmx they hed alot of opwye epavkloej

he so muoh wents to help his people he's very dediocnted end you don't find
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Jume 2% Londaws At 9 cemey students morched on the
mwm@mmm wore shouting elot, but wore nopwiclents
sufdently uddenlyy o truckload of adulto=~ovidently oyolo=irivers
wwawmmmmmamamm

windorno,

500 etudents wore the technioal school plus o couple of hundred high o
sohool ptudents were in all theno demomstrotionss Doth the normel and
tochin technionl schools were duilt with and furnished with UALD (Agenoy
for International Develorment) funds and coch nbhool has an ’mericon
efuontional advisors Dothus were findshed in 1961 m?mé?mm
gotting now cquipment and supplies from USAIDs
they procecded to burn housess Before ell thls happened
went from dor- doowr to door to 8ll the shopkoope:

and sskod for domatioms for fimaneing the demenstrotions, for transportation
for gos for vehiclos and foods 1 know of ono demonstr-tion they

bouth b bought dread for TOO denonstrotorss legbe coch shopkespod pedd

1000 plantres (U3830)s Most businesses are Chinese and ave not Peally Puddhist
in the tyue senso of the word, but thoy donate for fmer of losin

or their propertye

tor selotay of courso,
the students
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domations by the DBuddhists. The domomstrators burncd tow

$wo Ontholic places~-one vas & tailor shop and the other on Gla

long streot was an Orlental fiveeand 5810 selling everything frem
plastic, jovelry ond cosmotioss A friend of mine has a fobulous color
shot of the fire; the deberis lay in the middle of the sfwveet for two

Pinally, et 3 peme tho province chief declared mertial
low end & strict curfows No one was on the stroetse.

That evening sbout 9 petsy the Commumiot shelled morSars
into the city fron omw of their mountaln renges only half mile from the
oltye

' The morter ottad: contimued for two houre the sky wos
pedx 1iko the Fourth of July, obls ablase with ved tracers going ocut
end tho mertars coning ims The Viet Cong d4id no damoges the Vietnameso

azmy Aian't go £ight themy the Mmericon helicoptors, fived oight rockots

and 211 wee quiote :
The mountein rangos surpound Cui Shon on three sidesy on

the fourth side is the sone The Vieot Cong control every mountain some of

it i

fpon the city. Ono one of these mountains is e lepresarium two niles outelde
the oitys Sinco 29freem at losst 1954=-for ton yoorowedt hos mover boen s

touchod by the Viet Oongs But two months ago, thoy begen ontering ite—in

-

tho dogtimey no lonew demending modical , Of coursey they get m‘



nte But the oity wes quiet for

and this MWW—M the governmo
almost two woelse
, jags "Always on Sunday,” I'wo leormed to

eay in cul Shon, Another demonctretions I goy in ny cowy but then the
domonstration came by my house I oould not leaves I was going to drive
out in front of it, bdut soveral loaders in the group said I ooulk mot, They
a14n*t lods vielous, but they d1dn't Jock very emisble cithers Tis
orom semmbendn of about 500 plus fishormons Thedr signe Pood dowm
with the Con Loo Party, tho party of fermer president Ngo Dimh Diem,
Some of the party members were evidently Catholice

The Americen runs at the Holy Femily hospital got on thelw
noootor to see the demomstretions They said that Communist propaganda

uggosted that odak people should not go to thédr hospital
for medioines booouse the nuns give them injeotions which kill them
and then the nuns dump thom off the pler into the Gul Nhon harbor,

Botwoon 10=11 Bemey soveral studentowplus adult advisorewe

_mumm&MWMmmmmmwm

%o the Cuong Do high schoole The people turmed themmmmmm the two men
over to the provinos chiof demending imvestigations The province
ochief preloased them within half en ours hours

Hoontinew--ngistes They don't do o denn thingwoven during
denonctrations,



artiole 9
pego 8

sbout 3330, it sterted in egein. The cvond grow to about
5000 people by thon=-atudonts and fishevmen ormed with sharpenod

MmWmegmMMmm Thoy
dogon brondcesting over loudspecks at the high shool shouting dowm w
with the Con Leo pa rty and oir oritioizing Amcricen foreign poliey
in Viet Ueme All day the students wovre riding us busses with loudspeckors
Thoy*a oover every stroot

in towmn overy half houre ‘
By 6 pemes they hod captured the radio station and were
troedoastings Two hours later, a mass demonstration come up the
awmsmmmmmmwmmm
You couldn't mee & ayolo on the stweet for two days o ovidently they
wore paid to join the demonstrations
rodio stotion and by 10 things veachod & poak os 5,000 nilled erounds
fhe provinos chief tried to onter tho radio station, bdut he wms
rofused rimittonoes Fimally they edeitted himy--chd then wouldn't
jot him outs Then at 11830, the cvemd brought two Con Leo members
into the radio stetion acousing thom of orimess There was constant
Tovly therpeopieremtmen tonslion nounteds An hour loter,
thepe wns & mod rush of peeple tovards the redio statlon end a very

W&mlwmmmmmm 1t oea ono of the
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zwtwmmwwmmzmmm
propared for beheading or beating them to death, I dian't
expoot onything gentle liko chootings Abut But sbout 1 130 it
bogen to settle domn o little beceuse many people left to round wp
nore Oon Loo nooberse Mmmmwmmmmmm
wmmwmm.mmwmmm Finally,
ﬁMWWWM&WM&&MMMm
tui Nhon populations You can imagine vhat that will bel
mmmmmmm&tpumw;
roturnod to novmel, |
i kmow that wouldn't lest long, but I didn't espeet the
“parade of the pessente™ the mext day,
?mmummwmwmm both distriot hesdouarters
on tho South China Sems These people merchod on the provinoial
It vas ell very confuseds They were poor village pecsents with
soroungy feded clothess About moon, the provincial officials bwought
food to pecify thoms
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I thought they avo buying food for them only to
vestore thoir cnergy to stert in agalne 2hout 4 pete they cortoinly dide
Then the mess movement morched bys The 700 villagors wore
mmewsou:wwwxﬁmmm;mwa
cuce group alking elongeids dizecting ¢herm whot 4o shouts The
student would shout a phrase and then the people would weturn 1% in
uninons
mxwwmmmmwmw,mm
44an% Enow o things They collod the Amoricen advisows to the omm
provinoe, but they didnm't know e thing edther, Their colonol had
rostrloted then %o their quarters 24 hours o deys A1l the Amerloan
wmm«mtmawwmmmmu
and locked themselves ime A11 the otveots to the compound weze bleckedods
The next day my maid roturned from mavkot saying pecple were
am@mwmmwmmmm; thore vap suppoesdly
s ourfer on the oltyy but it wes nover enforoeds 1 ooulan't toke any
pore ond I loft for telgone
The problen wes the nobs. students and toochers I kuew
aniled ot me during the demonstrations. They ere not anti~Americen
as for as perconalities g0y but they sre snti-imoricon in foreign
polieys In & moge nodb, no matter how meny frdends you have, they
mﬁmmmmwmmwtmmmmm
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this whole story is Just & page out of the cemmunist
monual, thoy are jumping from ove faction to ancthery causing
uttor confusion, unrost and Gemoralisation, They cay it's o popular
domonstration, bus only o small group eve controlling ite And the
Commmists are alvaye bohind the scenee Tou never soe the
lenders ond the people do nct know vho the losders arce
concorned reolizing this iz fommumist ¢actiosy Yut they can not seo
any eolution to countereot thems Thoy oloo fear for their fomillen
and thedr lives if they atteupt o rebele Some fomilios ave alyoady
loaving for salgen--iir Tiet Nom has beon bocked up for two solid wookss

Then too the fishermen and oynio-drivare wore beldng padd fopr
thoir particlpations

 The Viet Cong d@o not ocontvel Oul Nhon phyoionlly o»

mildtarily, bdut I thisk they eontrel the minds of tho leadorow-and they
nay os woll control 4% ell, If this frend is not yoversed, wo'll lose
the whole oity eventusily, And weo'll lose other citios because of the
samo toctlos. xﬂsu‘amm~mwmmmmweam
Tapemmith veriationss Only the name is difforents They'we eniled Viet
Cong instood of Viet Hinhp wo'ro onlled Amorioons instoed of Fronche But

we are ntill hitoy ,
The funny thing is thet tho word Cui Shen in Bnglish

moens "A Blace to Ascomble,” and 1t sure o
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