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M', NOVEMBER 18-=Profocuse  Although far less dramatic then
the Paris snafu, the Saigon government has suffered another rooent
diplometic sctbocke For the past several monthasy behind~the-soenesy
Foreign Minilster Tren Chanh Thenh has been attempting to ro-gatablish
diplomatic relations with South Vietnem's pivetal, but aloof neighbor
of Cambodins Embarrassingly for Seigon, the Vietst Cong's Nationel
Liberetion Front maintains propsgande snd quasi-diplomotic offices in
Phnom Phon, Soigon wented the »ms diplematic wapproachment with Cenbodia
te compete with *&!w vmt Cong on the political-psychelogical sidey %o spy
on thomw-ond tow t}w way for developing comtacts in case elthor
Sedgon or the Viet Cong-wor both=-should desire seeretd eonversations

in the future on an internal South Vietnemese political arrengements  Buty

last weel, the word from Prince Sihanouk wWag==noe
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Profocus—-pngo 2¢ For several months now, there hove been reports

thet tho N, rth Vicinmmese Army was using Sovietemade tanks to defend and
keep open ite Ho Chi Mynh Trail supply route in southern Lacse Buty last

+ wocky General Creighton Ve Abrama--ﬁmax-mm commander here who is himpelf
a8 World Var Two armoXx herd--was roportodly warned by senior field officers
not to be surprised i those NVA tanks made o made-dash raid into South
Victnoms The high=impact raid would be condusted for political-psychological
purposes to escalate Hanoi's bargaining position in Peris, these officers
reason,” since the jungled border area is hardly by militery stonderds
suitable "tank-countrys" One sugpeotod tank tergety howevery is the
Specdal Forcos camp of Duo Co, situsted near the abendoned wostern ond of

= Route 19, vhich is tho middle of three mﬁjoz- howvizontal highways running
from the scnconpt through the rugged high plateou to the Loog~Cambodion

bodems bordorse Duo R/Co is situated at Hi6 L66 on Route 19 muoh lilke

the Longa Vei Specianl Forces camp=—neoas Lhe Sanh~=wag ot the Laotian end

b

of Route 9¢ Lang Vei was overrun February this yeor ab the Khe Sanh sdloge
\‘“"""'M— ! f i a ,':'a:'

aoaelarated ‘iﬁmn the Tepdiy-Satsrasens firet introduwood aﬁ the ues of armor

in the war. And, officers told Gencral Abramsy the Soviet-made tanks nood

b Loos are largor then the PT~T6's that ovorren Leng Ved.
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Prohaywards ﬁ Wr Routers ublmm, expeoted to be out
maml doysy I'm oiB% toloxing those W6 TooU

aablo& roughly aixteun thousands Routers words anth, so I'nm plamiﬁg
" om mailers in the interim until hard ncws vroskse FPlease osble speeific
requoste I8k or other instrustions, SItuntio Peris situation still too
ouzky to writes I'W airneiled ¥ seepager and will go to Bien Hon for
field mmm mﬁa—w later this woeks Rogards m: Bove
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editorial note 1 (normass/deepe)

SAIGON, NOVEMBER 16 ——The following is excerpts end an sbridgement
of the official Vietnamese government's reaction to Claxk Clifford's
gtatements This igs based on a press conference with Ton That Thien,

47

Minigster of Information. There's no guch thing as an official 'branscrigt i

LD B

of a Vie‘lmameae press conference, so this must be considered an wnofficial \

Algo, wsome of the questions are summarizede We'll check
over the weeik-end on political developments, but I don'% think things are

_ Jelled well enough at this point %o write abouts Regards Beve
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