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IV CORPE BUAlqUenvs gy GANTHO, Sonth Viet Numeefhe foumdation

of the military offerd dn the oruedsd southorn third of Viet Homewthe
mlttemiliton 2ollar atratogle healed snd villsge militis programeshss oaved
i fnd the wer S0 no helng lost thuwes

Tho vital owostion io whetber the new nilitery govaertpenty
rdmindotrators ond walt commeniers osn Peverno the sifintim trends Pow oduervera
hoge mmm the wae sgeinet the Vies Cong Communioet gmecrdllse osn be
won slthout nn offective sireteglo bemlet progrom,

sentopio heulet experts in the fi0)d believe the Us Gesmpporfod
Vietnwere govornmonyd Ban lost of lenot iz sonthe in the fight sgeinst
the Commnmnd ot Thoy prodiot 1% wili bo mid=1964 before the
rovarnBent osn rebuidld ke homlet progrem to 136 Tormer positions

Tha swrotogio bamlolree2eeas villagen foridfisd with busboo ot kow
rad Lorbed wire mond defended by velwntesr militionenewwors doviced in en otteupt
0 sepsPove the Viet Uemg guerrilles fyom populstiony food snd intelligonce
informasions The progron hes suceendiod tolersbly well in ihe movirtsinous
tmomtidede of the ooumnmtryy where militory mrpevts believe the governsont
ie holding $to owne
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nopuderly oslled the Yikong Peltoewthe

faod fa in cbuniente in

the wvichest paré of the soumtry ond the population is widely contteredy wrking

deenttwniix alnoat fmrorsible the caes deninl of food snd inforwetion to the
e Tk ok b T ;

Under oomsiotent Tiet Cong Darreges during She nnet siw nenthe,
thonsande of tha hamlets Brwe boon wttacked, MYuny of the poresms thoupht
to be governnant mpporters bove hagn ALF deiven from themg hemess have
besn burnedy pramEGIN : e S—— PP
driven offe

he government 1o mow obFRGoRIRg abandoning Mupdreds of
cutpostoy hemlots nmd wotohtowars whieh w omoo defondeds In
the 13 provinces south of 9+ gomy "big shifte” mﬁéﬁw
in the nmumbero of stestegle helets sotunlly held by the governmont
il Shose osrried on the hookis

For exempley An Dayen province, o Viet Cong stvonghold sree
ut the southermmont $in of the poninauls, omly five per cent of
sttt th slxtyfive henloto omoo 11l 3 mvermont contwslled
are Now senstiered vishies  SonEENGRESAN Purther north in Chwong

rrovivoe, only twenty pereent of the ks SR B SRR The ek
1970470 completed heamiete m"ﬁ/a; eoncidored cooxros
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The sitention 15 me less dishesrteming in the provinces Lorming
the # “oign porimsters I inh Tuong p¥ M the guve nment Pes-ino
mmwmuammmwawmwumm In
long M provinosey whleh Begino cnay 15 miles mouth of Laigony the povarament
Bne Yoat abeut T5 pew cwnt of mwawmasmmmmu
4 oommeoting thy riceswlok dolts with il wg%&& mﬂm M& rebuckes
an%' are now roguleely 1044 on the ondukirts of M Tl gohe

e oontrolf 200 yuwc edg cither mis of Nighmy Bes 4 during the
dayg®  weid eme rmeriocn wopking in W‘ provinge. “And we don®t oven contyoeld
et In the &5 nIAAOinge Ve vow hold She provindial owmdtel sod o
24strlot omdtaln &t 0l Atueund motre Inon ludky o do thwte

re the honled ymw = arvmdleds w0 d8d the comed welumbesy
militde thet doffandod M In ome province alomsg the fighting etrength
of the ¥illoge silitie 4o i€y pe@ oont of whot 4% hoad Deans Neny
foucht Wravoly ‘n dofones of thoelr homes amd fomillens Othows cimply
dosorted thelr Wealotny oone Joladog $he Viel Cougy eowe "wunning inte
tho bust,® M Juwmo, tome of them begsn twning thelr wescome Back to. the
eovaromet officinln snd rofuned to cowpor ta with the progrons mfg-w
woononin lox% provided on aroonsl of shotgame snd carbinga Tor tho menys

Tho orpabilities of the Yist Cemz in worponsy mppliony percommel -nd training
hos inererced dremntioally im the delts im the paot six monthe,

In cdddtion %o the prrtdal collapse of the styategie homlet progrrm,
the governmont in now withdrawing t®oops from outports and wetchtewers
“hich hed once defended mnfihhnlwe. hrdigeny concls and roades

In the mins proviness of IV Corpsy, 200 b outposte snd watehtomers hwve
baon withiromm, Unit strongth viihirwm ronged from J0wman plotocns
to 100wman somn niene (om0}



Hewlpwoppodnted province ohiers in the delve orw now wking &
‘now lodk™  at the hemlet progweny roeavalusting hew meny mee wisble,
wsl e to rebuilt the otherng  whioh enee %o withirsw itroopo Irefls
The officie] word fur thioc de “eoncolidotions* buh 1% raiet e conddared
® retioad S he lawd pe et pocoly the  auverament sce aadd 40 helde
The situction in now aonslde od 20 aditiesd thet U. ¢ relaosedor
Bamwy Gsbot Lodge Beo adled dn rome provineisl sdwicors for svoeisl hriefingse
Ho rashed Bis so 4utemt de lemg (9 ororiacs to meke o onethoemof shost
s then dimetohs” thsre o sk favce of Uy s informetion »nd commendio
=dd gapertog
Ve 430 the ot dogle Bunlos ,,mmm m Gotemiorate so Dodlyy
Voo popualor varoiome i "wa B went o0 for too Pnottewthst eadopy
intenee pressure from Tclgomg provimoe snd diotriel chiof strung Bovbed
wire famose fuotar thom Baay's sould beng Thadstoes freailslitzs. The helets
B then beor@e 8 chollew }ﬁm wd mm adagnately wolnec = netivabed
wymed dedondege: They beoise “pmper homlete,

'b&u formar vegime wdier Prosidont Hgo Ml dem refused
to withdraw fron indefemedble piFlERiponts wnd Mealets beoruse "It mesnt
withirs~ing the premtlim of Blo prerimente®

Sorovery 4m 4 report vhich B3t dosk of w m Lodpe =
formarde! 1t 5 %6 Tashingten, roscons for dm Bomlot detaviowation

a8 that the villegers wers prvbles! svourity from repdlir fovees smd
roinforaments during night nttedks, Mut vhen » wil R
relnforsenentoy governnent officinla sent flareships sod artddlesy, ey

seldon mome troose %o wmest tho Tiee Conp #hora hoy wavow-on She grownds
(Morro)
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Pottar trained & troops that wore in theewy wmppessd to patvel outuidle

the strotegio hemlets at night to werd off Vit Viet Comg 4 neke o RSN
But thoy nover dide They were tled downm to siutie positions ie othoy
outposts oni -mtchtomers nd hanlotee  The henlot militde svom reslized
thoy were " tiing dudks" ociiax ond begon pulling out of the progreme

Hildtery sdvizows ngree thet ome of the key Fiég problems is €A%
there hes conoistently bewn M%pmwmnm mmm ine wa
the wny of the daytime, m»mwmmtmwmmm
operations «ith beiloopters snd armored oaras Sooond weo the war of the nighty
where the Viel Cong rosmed at willy soldon endongerod by govermmont night
patrelse _

Whilo the mtrstegie hamlot ds am»mm 4% 4o mot hepalos,
provineial advisers belisves They beideve-the comoopt in valid if
propely Lewiemont with enough nilitary ctrength and spgrevuivencacs They
point out mxm me no thunh ime dietrict din Lomg fn provinocs
Manme soldlers seoured the ddstriet ~nd helped
villrgeps Build Sholr honloto in ono snd helf momtho. ‘nd onoo the regulnre
moved outy N She agaresiwe district ohief wmm poraonelly lod
night reinievoenente to ald o villupge wnder nttacks
progrem will suoseed Deorace 4% mta There is o other sltermstive to ite
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