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SAIGON--Neorly o dozen Viet Cong spies working for the
Americs n military hea dquarters here have been arrested.

Vietnamese ‘cozmtez\-espionav ge agents report they abrested
the spies=-—operating in three-man cells--who were employed for the
American piliteyy services %o obtaian housing.

These sources éaid the arrests were magde in late January
folleM the capture of a prized three hundred page document
listing addresses; telephone ngmb@rs, date of housing contract
and omer of Amemica m~occupied houses of ranking American personnel
in 83 igon--inecluding America n milita,fm' comnander General William
CCC. Westmorelsnd and Ambasssdor Henry Cebot Lodge.

in Americen military spokesmam would not comment on the
me tter. He said, 2We will not discuss intelligence that has been
gathered from the Viet Cong because of the sensitivity of the

materié 1"

(More)
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The counter-espionage agents are also known t0 be investigating
whether aye chunk of the exorbitant rental rates paid By@
Amerieans—-»lmluﬁing generals—--to ﬁ.etmmess villa~ovmers and
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billet=ge omners is !bein§

grotechon money to the Viet Conge
The imwense detail of tha‘ prizxed. three hundred page document——

ineluding date the contract was signed, the Vietnamese owners?

neme and the amount of rent paid by the Americans—-created suspicion

on the Vietnamese employees v rking for American r@ military housing

sectionss These employees were intemgated; confessed their guilt

and v@e were arresteds

(More—ilalloy—-BD)
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Exposure of the && clandestine cells has lead to R i o

Bmtwmb interrogation of other Vietnamese working

B

widespread

for Mmerican official agenciesy A th'orcu@«-goiﬁg sheke-up is
predicteds

In addition to the dozem or so Vieln Cong spies x%ﬁrkingfcr the
Americans;, more tham eightyfive other Viet Cong were arrested
for attempting to subvert Saigon sehoalés;;, government agencies

and private enterprisess
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More than thirty Vietnamese high school and m&ﬁa uiversity
students were arrested following their gsolf=agonfessions of being
members of the "Vist Cong Combat Youth" operating in the Saigom
educational systeme E& An undiselosed number of loweranking
Vietnamese govermment ¢ivil servants end small businessmen vére

also seize&, by the counter—espionage agentss

(Mored



fourth add--morgan gandy--saigon x x x counter-espionage agents x .

't £

The arrested students, as members of the Viet G%ng Combat Youth,
had received militery training in m shooting pistois frifiss
and econducting sabotage reids with gronadese These students, also
operating in three-mom cells, were hard-core members of the Viet Cong-led
Pupil-stuﬁant League for Saigon-Cholon=Gia Dinhe Cholom is the m
Chinese~populated twin city of Saigoni Gia Dinh is the pivotal
doughnut=shaped province entirely surrounding Saigons

The students were arrested from only two of Saigon's:
publie high schools and technical vocational schools, but TEITEDie

o 5 &~
S e ~--‘w tbree—man zg Viet Cong cells are also operating

within the other eighteem schools of the Saigom lower educational system,
Hecord ng o
plus: some of the = Saigom university collesesk Fleco ] :
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Students in the other schools are im the process of being interrogated
by the wnder-staffed Vietnamese security agencies. Amerléan% security
agencies have norpino authorizationm to interrogate or arrest Vietnamese
citizens,

Viet Cong documents leading to the one hundred ¥fov arrests thus
far were mhtmimedx ceptured last month om "Operation Crimp," the
5000~man: emmpsigmx American—Australiam campaigm which combed labyrinths
of Viet Cong twmels in the famed Ho Bo Woods twenty five miles northwe-t
of Saigon. £ Over-running the headquarters of the Viet Cong commitice
for Saigon-Cholon=-Gia Dinh, +the allied iroops captured more than two
truck=-fuls of documents in ome of the greatest hauls of its kind im
the history of the war.

. Among the other documents captured was a hand-written article of
self—criticism authored by a Vietnamese journalistz who once worked

on a leading Vietnemese~language newspaper (now closed)s The Vietnamese

journalist,s , 3 who was once a member of the Communist People's

Revolutionary Party in South Vietnam, escaped the police and fled %o

the Viet Cong zone.

(More)
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Other seizures included thousands of biographical sketches:

et

of Viet Cong cadre and pw?iat c‘ong sympathizers wgz;king ‘:ﬁ% thewSagigon

B rodL in code t0%P

areay but the na mes were

police roidse

imerican GI's reported that once Saigomese learned of the
enormous haul of captured documents some of their favorite bar hostesses

fled tom, indicating they were possibly part of the Viet Cong

fEfinam intelligence organization designed to obtaim information from

the allied troops.

Endit=-despe
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