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PLELIEU, SOUTH VIST HAM~~genior Vicinamese and American officers
ave gembling the Pleilku Adrlif$ will defeat the Communists im +
war mfths jungled highlands as sa?&n soundly as the BDerling
Azlift diplomatically defeatsd the Russlams nearly two decades
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To win the gamdle would be a big step 3 towards fmms.z:&, them

i m———"

evern M:jcsr hishwey, minor rood end national rnilmmc} outs

an Covernmont fovecs are ton low iz strength $0 scoure the roodss
somo relinble sources sstimate 4t would require ot least o€ mere divisiom
of troopr=-and maybe two divisions--~to kecp the roads opéne 3Iven them,
government foroes would he mm epen to devastating Communiot embushese
In some onson, mmat forces attack a govermment position, WHut have
more then three times M&%Mﬁf’ strength poscitioned into & embushing
roads and helicopter mones vhich governmont fmee: meat use to reforce
the rmition. In several onses, the MM«» fmmméa
{;iv Foroos have ambushed the fim mliaf ;g;: g0 badly o cecond
veliof foroe was rushed to the battle only to have thet disastorously
ambushed, only te have a third ruched im %o rotrieve tho situntion.
(1ore)
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To lose the gemble, however, would mean & defont--cither through
inorcccing Tiet Cong Communist assaults on isolated povernment
governmont=held

eities would oimply crumble awny politicellys Gurrontly, the government ~
held oitics ave potontial hotbeds of political discontont against
prices of

the goverrmonte The price of rice is oy
othor foodstuffs ave also increesingg lumury items such as beory
cignrodtos and ® oooa cols have long ogo dissppearods restaurents are
closing Upe llore ond move refugoes ore dwifting into government~hold
eltdes to escape the increasingly furious war inm their coumiryside,.,

dcmonddpe oven more supplicse
(ttore)
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The problems of the Pleiku Adrlife =m are a!.mrzg mere diffioult

then woe the Ferlim Airlifé,
Pleilu, <¢he second corps headquartors, sorves as the serinl collecting

noint for supplicsy vitshypenstbuerdmen: AP S b
Plom in by hoavien. Wimwm& erortes o covingein
of the stgel-p;ﬁ% ru plenking runmayse The mmmz is then
tronsferred to emaller transport siveraft ‘E&W into smeller
maﬁmm}. copitals end povermment outpostse Bud mw nowr

m the Communists have begunm to attack the airntripe ef the 4solated
pes. 5y Thich under-menned covermment units can not provents

¥ot only are Communist bullets beooming more effsctive ag they
brine in hesvier and more acourate onti-sirereft wespons, dut X also
the memscon roin clowds ere moving in lower.
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Between the Communist bullets ond mensoow rainclouds-~both expectod
to get worse-~the problem of logiastiocs appoars relatively the simplests
the £ difficulty, howover, is that obviously the military supplics of
ammunition and ftroops come first while the civilian pxebioes needs
of rice end clothing comes seconds

“ihe poor logisticions snd weethemmen are going cut of their minds,™
w one fmericam sdvisor expleined, "And the transport pilots
are flying 17-18 hours a day. They are doing a fabulous jobe"

(tore)
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"Before we could get back im with more supplies, the Communistso
attrokod Dak=To," he continued, “This shot a hole in our plens
All of these

of vhat to do with those refugees.
rufugees fled the Communists during the atteck and we met them om
the rond when we went beok to re-cepture the dintrict towm.
"Now we are working round-the-clodk to tz-y‘ to got rice end food
up theres we hope in the future $0 build temperary shelters for them,”
An oven move difficult problem is the loss of an inoreasing mumber
of t¥o~ the best Viotnemestuylx ocommanders end gm distriot chiefs
who hove been killed or wounded during the battle engagomentoe
one of these wes was Lte Cole Lei Van Chu, vhom the pmericen
advicors ceolled "The Tiger."
As commender of tho 42nd Infentry Regiment, X Chu's jeep lcad the
srmed truck comvey to re-teke the disirict tomn of Dal~To lant weel.
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npfter wex Chu's jeep pot two kilemeters down the road, the

by Tiving, This ngzemd of? thﬁfcm&ctm mw elmg the steep

hillsidesns

"@ol, Chu was ordering the troons ohout by pointing out owders with
i thin f;hin smo@g,,,,,b.&m&imm'ﬁleﬁ by
his eane; he noldom earried s wesnon, / Hin Amerieen counterpert | sroundfire.

was shot in the foot but refused 4o leove the dbatdlefislad il

ordereds A jecp vaced dom the road, corrying the colonel out of

pove hime The loss of W v i

hero--he knew sll the people in the susrounding valloyse ™
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