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SAIGON~--~The Buddhi st movement is openly and obviously
aiding the Communist cause in South Viet Nams

Some keem politimall observers here believe Communist strategists
in Henoi and Communist cadre among the students and villagers
are "pulling the strings" to manipulate the Buddhist leaders and
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i‘hese sources are a small kmt of obaervers who have
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witnessed South Bast Asian politics and Communist tactics for

years, I Americen officisls, even in private discussioms, . .2 ..

mjuahothenyhomm do not accept this views < l’?”—""" /-_-:' '_,, 4’ : !M,};:' g
These observers mmkimwm point outy however, that the "’ iy 0 A ” ,/
bl el BT
dominent® political politicam in Viet Nem--Buddhist political-priest | i
_/_/;_‘,."

the Venerable Thich Tri Queng--may possibly be anti-Communist, éﬁwéq—.-r
Hoorx but may allow himself at this time to Be am manipulated s e
by the Communiets to achieve defeat commom enemys the Vietnemese

government and the americens. The common long-renge goal, according

to this view, is to seigze control of the government, but

Tri Quang could then sddmepk bresk his elliance with the

Communists , cruch them and se up his owm ultra~nationalist,

anti-American, but anti-(-’omuni.st government. Or it could be

that he is @ a’f"—'unist ‘who 1s engineering smlpmmmm long-term

Communist strategy of seizing control ofB of the government,
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While in Seigon & state amfiam of smarchy, the most

il sucession

dangerous trend is the mimom
from the uniom of the four northermmost provinces where the
Buddhists control the masses, the university and intellectuals,
the government employces and the axmy. This week more than
2000 government employees demonstrated against Khanhy the
army for ces conir commanded by Sub-Brig, Gen. Nguyen Chanh.
£k Thi, who is forced to go along with their moves.

Besides the militery war in the provimces, Vietnam
faces two other civil werss Catholic ws. Buddhists and
Central Vietnamese ve., South Vietnamese, ¥ The

Communists are obviously inciting these factions by

spreading rumors against both: each othery The best
m mosd optimistic

outcome of these two wars is & continual state of confrolled

chao se
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SAIGOW--The Buddhist movement is openly and obviously
aiding the Communist cause in ik South Viet Kamu

Some keen pflitical observers here believe Communist strategists
in Henoi and Communist cadre among the students end villagers
are "pulling the strings" to = manipulate the Buddhist Jseaderé
and Buddhist masses.

The most important question im deciding fate of Viet Nam
is vhether the Buddhist's politico-priest Thich Tri Quang,km
although now allied with the Communist objectives, is a
Communist agent or is anm ingemuous anti~Communist who will
m in time

attempt to crush the Communists, The heavy odds are; however, that
M"a_ﬁeemgﬁemst alliance can easily at the present
rate of developments hore selze control of the government, turning
i% into a neutralist ox a Communist state., It is a question of
whether this alliance is pmmoomvembmom temporary ox permanent,

The foous of the Communist dangers in South Viet Nam Mas shifted
dramatically withim one week from the military fight xt against
Viet Cong guerrillas in the provinces to politicell subversive
political warfare in Saigon,

(Morc)
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The intentions of this small, elfish-looking political-
priest~-who engineered la st years b Buddhist erisis and then
sought political asylum in an alrconditioned conference room
of the American Embassy--are clearly the most importanty if not
the sole, questiom determining the fate of Viet Nam,

Tri Queng's second coup this week, im overthrowing
toppin toppling President Nguyen: Khanh from the Presidency--
though pembmmm only a temporary fall--have created an overwhelming,
if not irreversible, trend for the Buddhist~-Commmnist allisnce.
the anticommunist forces in goviey army and social society on defense.
In five days, beginning with a mmaddxemtexefx with a ams have adopted
policy of doing
demonstration of 500 students inm front of President's 0ffice nothing nonint,
la st Seu Saturday (August 22), t ey the Buddhists =
succeeded in forcing the re-election of a new President,
thits oreating a na ti grave orisis onm the national government
sides He did this without the aid of the Americans
or the armed forces. Last year, it took him seven months,

i

aft6r cepturing sympathy of americen government and vietnamese
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Exponentw of this view are a small knot of observers who

have for yems years witnessed South BastAsian politics and
and dikpiommhin Western diplomats

Communist tactics, Americem officials, even in private
discussions, do not admit to this view.

These obvers observers point out, however, that the
dominent poihddend politician in Viet Nem ; the Venerable
Thich Tri Quang, might be a covert Communist agent. But he
mght also be en anti-Communist, who has allied himself with the
Communists to defeat common enemiess the Vietnamese gcvern'x‘aent
and the Americens, The commom long-range strategy of both
Buddhists and Communists would be %o seize control of the
national gowernment, through deliberate and precise political
subversiom of the armed forces, political pemrties and influentiall

personalitiess Thich Tri Quang at

some point might them attempt to crush the Communists, and

set up his own ultra-nationalist, but anti-Commmist government.
This would probably include Buddhism as e state religiomy, but
it eppears x to be a minor cnside consideration compared to

Tri Quang's political ebjectives.

(More)



deepe
buddhi ste—2

The intentions of this small, elfishe~loocking politoo-
politico-priest=-who cnginecered last year's »* Buddhist erisis
and then sought political asylum im an sirconditioned conference
rpom of the Americen Embassy-~is clearly the most important,
if not the sole, questiom determing determining the fate of
future of Viet Nam, The frend of events here is definitely
on his side; though the timing of these events mey chenge.
But the future policy of Americam and of the Vietnamese government
will only be & resctiom to Tri Quengff.

Todmepen His smmp

Tri (ueng's second coup this week--in overthrowing Gen.
Nguyen Khanh fvom the Presidency have created an overhw
overwhelming if not an irreversible trend for the Buddhist-
Communist alliance.

In five days, beginning with a simply demonstration of
500 students in front of the President's Office om August 22y
the Buddhiste succeeded in foreing the relection of a new
President, thus baring the desparate state of disunity
= in the armed forces——the only stable power unit im the country,
He did this without the aid of the Americans or the Vietnamese 5
armed forces, Last year, it took him seven months to cap ture

the eympathy of American officialdom and the army, which effectod

the overthrow of Diem, The American press is often accused
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