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SAIG@, 12200, {UP1s)--The giganitic BLEB-52 SAC bombex
rai (&) y one and jer miilion poundsve bouds i}
2id dropping one and gquarier million p %Wer orth
Vietnam Tuesdey wes the biggest, most powerfull reid cince the
atomic bonb was d.ropped on: Nagasaki twenty one ycars ago,

Unistates Air Forece officials said hera. o
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"We had wﬂﬁ nothing do matcl tma ;i,n “fhe Korea lﬁ'?ar, in terms
of tonnage~—and nothing thus far in Vietnam," one American Air Force

officizl explaineds

T™e raid by giant Unistates Alr Force StTotdy Stratofortress .. -
jets was immediately regarded here ss the first move im aye
continuing escalation of militery pressure on North Vietnam.

Whis raid was south of Vimh," one informed political source

saide "Next you'll see the SAM ( (&.urfao\,-to- 1@ u’llou.l.lGS)

199ER
o tes token out further north and then you'll see the i SEFORPEYT bombing

rungs moving further north."

Americen officials, speaki ngr privately, ~atienpted to

el
"de-gscalate" the .Lg;»ificmce of the T’f%; by arguing that it was
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gimply aye meons to closej 'zJe ’nowctain' pms in vhich five raids

by Unistates Air Force FFF-105 T%ﬁ repeat FFR=105 Thunderchiefs
had virtually failed.
{More—ililler—~BED)



firet add—-morgan gandy--saigon X xxcvirtually failed = x %

Sources close to the Vietnamese High Command regarded the
Unistates Air Force raid as an attempt to incrcose in aye lightning
blow the military pressure 5§ég§,ag eye means to drive North Vietnem
to the negotiating tables

Other political sources regarded the massive raid as aye
counter-balance to the growing politicel vacuum within this Southerm
republic.

"The big bombingz raid today is only aye rationale for am
Mmerican poliey," one Vieinamese politician explained, "The
imericens hit the North when the??wara losing in the South. And
they slom on the military pressure when they are losing politically
in BSaigons”

The political vacuum was comsidered to have increased Tuesday
in Saigom on at least two countse. They ares

1, The reslization--~iong sugpected=~that the American govermment
was slowly withdrawing its support from Prime Minister lguyen Cao Ky,
who was soundly embraced by President Lyndon Johason at the
- Honolulu Conference aye mere fifty days agoe

“The American position is guite clear,” one Western
diplomat explained. "Their policy is notrpinot to become se
involved with one individual (namely Ky) <that they go down the
drain with hime"

(More~-ililler=-BL)
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second add—-morgan gandy--s#l gon xxxwith hinm x x =

opening of aye political

2¢ Prime Minister Ky's ahebSe

conference of various political and religiocus factions was regerded

here ag ’diSu”‘ﬁOlnflnﬁ", 2 if not:vpno aye Tailures . ’I’nc militant
/ 27 S o ER E0) whiy :/ £ Cammom '8 T ernty { AP o

Ba.:dahl ts fuho have heen attempting to top lae his government boycotted

the meeting., OFf the onchumdred seventy expected memberfs, only
w_[f"l\‘fr"-’” L g= "“‘Jia

ninety two showed up at the e@ﬁn opening, Iuner{ onc prominent

politici‘an{ moved ‘that conference be z dissolved-—and the attendonce

dropped €0 suAse ‘

WMore—-Miller——73D)
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third add~-morgen gandy--saigon xxx %o seventy x x =

;: .~ of %en thousand citizens  ~

m@«pwhile, éémons§m§¥§aﬁazagainst the political conference

of Prime Minister Ky Held Tuesday in ’m;(: ul(i imperial capital

of Huey four hundred miles north of Sai
headquarters of the anti-govermment turbulence.

The official tmerican: announcements that the Je&' Johnsom
Administration would support aye govermment elected socom by the
people alse drew critical comments.

“The Americams are deluding thomselves into thimking that
aye popularly elected govermment will help out inm the South," one

American source explained. 't democracy has mever been cstablished

in aye wartime, Evew iﬁ’ Americe and Britaim, .

A
diminished democracy during World War II with price r&tiozﬂng%&rﬁftiug

because one must have controls But, you can't develop democracy

during aye war--it runs counter to the face of history.

"The Americans & y are moving towards the brink," he
continued, "yet they say it's not damgerous to go to the brinke
This is aye very strange situation——we csn have aye collapse

of the sovernment snd the whole anti-Communmist war effort.®

{More=-Miller=~BD)
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The Americam source, vho had seen fiay mony &Fs crisis come and
go in Vietnam continued, "This is the worst crisic here in ten years.
Tis whole crisis is aye very weird thing—-like aye perverse death-wish.™

A Vietnamese goverrnment officisl summed up the mood this ways

The Americsns are playing aye very dangerous game—and it could be

The more they

try to negotiate with the Communistsy +he more they are stepping

out into the hreat uvuknown."

(Endit~Miller—~ED)
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