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strategy 1 (normass/deepe)

(T™is is the first of a three~part series on Communist strategy for

the remainder of 1968).

SAIGON, JULY 8~~The Communist aim for the last half of 1968 is to
end the Vietnam war--on their terms of wictory.

For the North Vietnamese~Viet Cong, the eight~year-old Vietnam
war has entered its most decisive prhase, as they continue pressing for its
ult:lnafa pinnecling immilitary savagery and bloodshed, as well as
internally expanding its scope to involve high«oqa octane political
and economic ¥ explosions..

Again, Q’a; during Tet, the Communists appear to be attempting to
amalgemate theirzv general (comntry~wide) military offensive with fresh
noves at spabeiss spazicing a general political uprising,
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of mwmumtmwmmxm@:w ond the political
seizure of vowor from the congtitutionsl Wt ﬁfwﬁﬂm Beuyen Ven
Toieus #1140l intelligence sources Tepe¥TE 1] minlmm of thves and o
saximm of f£ive Communist offensives into Seicon can be axpected S s

- wmmwz@s vith perhaps the final

_‘,,.'«—»»v

SIS codnoide’ with the Mmerdcen Pronidentisl elections in

mmwwmwa victory, eolthough not one of
m&& mmmm

Vietnom, and then formally roiificd at the conference %ebloe The

Commmist plan call does not call for "Sotal vielory™, vhieh would mean _
niliterily defeating tho one-milliereplus:-Aliind tmoep R VPN Sl
Mlied txoop forcte 1tmmawawﬁm,n involving enbex
pmm.ammmammﬁmammmw/
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soeret Communict doouments from the Viet Cong High Command to its mibordinate
units end interrogation of high-rarking Coummunist priconers of var and defectors
#6 the Vietnamese govermments (
One coptured doounent issued to the "command cormittees of all
u subordinnte unlts,” wmwwwmmmpmmmw
the Mmerican Mission, urgeds |
“Particularly enphasize mrmmtmmmenﬁsazmt
wemammmztmm@t&mmm&ﬂwmmnmtm&maam
at the confevence yibl tobles Tis (conference) is but o minor part
of mﬂpimt.‘w m.‘-viw, which itsclf is but ono aspect of our
pﬁiﬂcalnm wmuammmmumaf'
haaiemst.mmzmpmmm
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The two pivotel questions on which the Vietnen war hexa'i hinges
through the remainder of 1968 aves will the Communiete actually be
in a military position or politically choose to implement their ambitious
plan, ond second, if so, will thoy SUSG6A succeed or fail oither on the
military battleficld or in the psychological-~political arema? If they
m sucoeed, the Yiatmmr wi.n end in mww close to &
defont for the Alllesy If thdy fummu victory” plan, they
are maintaining the opticn of remeining flexible enough to carry on
erld "expanded and prolonged wer®, timewise, begimning im 1969, and

pewdisey, dinto Cambodia, leos and possibly Thailend,

==more reutor
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strategy 5 (normass/deepe)

In one captured ¢5 doocument, the Viet Comg High Command
hast¥ ordered ite troop commandors to "oconsolidate end develop
victoriessesvith a spirit of urgonoy, vhile, at the same time, belng
prepared flexibly to face the expanded and prolongod Wolsees™

with some urgenoy, the dooument calls for politicel upheavals,
mﬁmotMngm—wstmntlm econonic
: Wmdgmuwmmtmmm,
”mﬁtﬁa uatmmmtmm as woll as
sustained nilitery attackss
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strategy 6 (nommass/deepe)

The captured document relatess
"According to the instructions of the militery and politicsl hendquarters
of COSVN (the Viot Cong high command), we must mobilize tho vhole ¥ (lEEE
{Communist) Party and the wyo vhole people so that the whole country will be
doterminod to consolidato what has been won and to develop it and to
urgently repair shortcomings in order to continuously attadk the enomy
and to motivate the people to uwprise to toke over the govermment. They
have to put ell their efforts to weoar out and destroy as mush as possible
the Zmericon and puppet (South Vietnamese) 1living forcos as well as
their equipmont,&f to maintain and develop the activity within Seigon
and other environing citdes, to control all the stratogic traffic rcads
and waterveys leading into the city and %o build wp the big rear in all
foootteeee "

--nore reuter
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strategy 7 (normass/deepe)

Clearly, the captured document umveils Seigon as the eye of the
mmmmm

mmbwmnuwmmmmmwmw
mmmwmmwmafmmammwmw the
document continues, muawuaamaamaw:m while Deing
closely « knitted with the people's uprising to ereato the revolt emong the
_meo puppet troops, o cearry the economic struggle in oxder to first woar
mtmmmmmwammhmmmmwm
puppet troops end the puppet govermment infrastructurc, their defonse
headquarters, in oxdor to meke tho enemy more paralysed overy daye

The plon outlined in the coptured dooument i states, “These above-
mentioned notions will create the opportume timo for us to move forward
and to end the woPs Itmhwammmim, we have %o
continue tho Lightingesél sees(The mznm) should fight agnins ¢ the
jdeclogicall attitude of peace, of waiting for negotiations. .s. The more
we have the diplomatic stxugsle, the stronger we nuat fighteses”
"g‘!&t dien"—=the final poried of the Vjotnmm story-—is to be written in

Tomorrows The Battle for Sailgons
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