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SAIGON, APRIL 24-~President Lynw}gu?n \’%\a{gmmpﬁ%w

de-escalation of the air and naval bcmbardmenh brought squeals of

dismay and bitterness withiniage American military eircles here,

Alr commanders especially woere tactically oritibal of the
Presidentif move even though the first airraids sinee the dewesoglation
announcenent ﬁége been flown as far”ﬁié%h as two hundred miles north
of the 17th par&%&el dividing north %?g scu%h Vietnam, Initially,
air eommandera thought they would ;;a553w to continuefair strikes
only as far noﬁth as the city of Vinhy 145 miles north of the

seventeenth parallel.
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Pplitical observers here believe~-and air commanders fenpe—

that the 200-mile bombing mx will be Ted Baar =
- gradually be rolled back, ¢loser and closer .ta the dw‘uﬁaiiéﬁ

zone at the seventeenth parallel, _4@ m ege 8 ﬁaiﬁstify

g

o

ecause they

the bombing as high as 200 miles o
View President Johnson as fasing two main diffioultiess not only
to persuade North Vietnam to ﬁsmt&adtwu% also to keep the

\ "‘—,,f"f‘* ;
i e €

amimﬁmm:}.st government end its army

w i@ga Gase Hanol rejects negotiations,

In short, the President J@hnsm now has the option

of de~esocalating -fwswher within his s
of de-esoalating, these sources believe.
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e ,
Vietnsmese gmnm»&am here, uiiknut knovledge of pesce

sttempts outside the cowntry, believe Hamoi will reject Prosidentts

Johneon of negotiating with his 90 per cent de-esoalation of the alr

and nevel bombardment, "Hanoi wents 100 per cent de~escslation,”

one source explained, ‘

4 Western Mglmt ventured, "What the hmhiug mwtian means
to me is thatmmmtmmtke, mmﬁxhsﬁgmm gningto
be receiving #miat rocket and sxtiﬂm fire every night. I've
saloulated ﬁmt two mtha is nbout whet it will tske them to mw}
domn mir supplies % ﬁth the Tedused bombing. ‘Wetll be lusky to 804
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Reliable sources report air Americin air recomnaiscance

missions are scheduled o be continued ce over the entire country

of North Vietnsm, such 2s was done mng other bembing past bombing

"gtand-domns." Mr sms here believe it oritically impeortont

these neﬁiozanéf m‘ﬁa' missions ‘be allowed to continue since l

it will provide the United *"tataa gwamnt 'ﬂi‘th virtunlly its

~ sole mesns of minute-to-minute iawlligame af whether ﬁnrth ﬂstmrse
men and mpplias are mﬁnuiag o f&w muthward m tha cmmist ”'*%
- Chincse baréer and the M &Mwﬁaiphmg amplm ’
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TS
Informed sources, speaking either officially or privately,

refused to discuss the effect of the Presidentlﬁﬁﬁangrfu‘~
|
North Vietnam on the bombing missions in Laos, never officially admitted

e SRR 1

here.

"The offioial position of air officers here has always

been against a bombing pause,™ one source explained, "But that is

speaking as strietly a military guy. Once the politioal deoision is

made we press on as best we can,". CL¥ iR Con o ’)

Theiriaasio conclusion, Ihowever, was that the President's

ufd%ew!mgo!re much more difficult to st 2 the

bombingkde~¢sg?%§;§on

ai? tg}ﬁ“‘!v ergdz;stnamese men and supplies from getting into the
South where the grouniggff is 2t a oritical point and where the Allies
uv\b'ﬁ&"‘ )10

are ?n the strategic defensive.
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R officially, the American militery men kept a stiff upper
\___Z’ET@QU! \M{: @Sngsﬂ,{],’?(}f@\‘.
lipf Officially, 5 Inouieitive nowsmen and senior commanders

was the semes "The President's announcement outlined clearly the

reduction of bombing over the North. We have no comment,"

or: "We are behind our President 100 per cent--no matter
what his decisions”
Or, when asked about what their public reactions should be

before American television eemessgs==ffi comeras, Aimerican troopers were

tolds "You are free to say whatever you want--but remember _you're

wearing a uniformw-é,nd you took an oath before entering the military

service."
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Senior American oommahde?% were notified of the bombing
dig deescalation roughly twenty four hours before the President's speech,
but were not informed about his decision to/refuse a second nomination,
But, beneath this crust of military men obeying T
without question the erders of their commander-in-chief erupted subdued
verbal dissent, especiélly i;B’ among officers involved in air operations

which were so greatly affected by.the President's order,

“”3/, gy o B s
SEvCTHTTTRSEy Reel/20mg,
Subconsciously and without cEb=EWewsmy it, air officers

5 . . {'s !f'
1 A s £ ¢ .
Y referred to the President's decision as a "bombing pause," and then

later begen calling it a "bombing back-drop."
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‘gmean civilian officiels, spesking privately,
the de—-cocalation baousht o pondorous shake of the head and "I hope
Johnson knows what he's deoings"

The dissent articulated by msedo senior military officers here
s ‘baﬁgg on o m@her of arguments, % ranging from political evaluations
to t?e mplgme:;t of air powors

The first revelved around the simcerity of North Victnom
in desiring real peace and reciprooating the President's bid for a
nogotinted nettlemente Hence their fear thet while the Comuniste
hold the indthebor@irwes jpitiative on the ground in the South, the
President's unileteral rotraction of American nir offensive will not
necensarily leod to pezcey but insteoed of more disadvantages for the

Allies in the militery fighting.
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The military men here consider thoweoltse themselves as somewhat
expert judges of the Nyrih Vietnamese intentions—-and double-crosses,
as they say. Their’ %rum;;—card argument is that the bombing pause and
ground ceasefire agreed to duriﬁg Tet, when, in the mh minds of
AMmerican generals down the ranks, the Gommunists flagrantly tock
advantage of the situation to 1aunc‘h\— a:%onishingly successful
lunar new ye:r offensives

==more reuter



ZCZC sag

yy ljp
&) :

"Qur last bombing pause was at Tet," one officer recalled, "And
remember we really got zapped them."

Ory ©s another explained, "If Hanoi wants to play a bad game--
if they're not sincere and they've not showm shown themselves to be
in the past¥~then they can step up their infiltration of men and supplies
into the South considerably, We'il make every effort to stop thié in-flow

in the South~-but welre alrcady on the defensive on the ground in the South," .
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An Air Force officer ﬁﬁﬁgg?; based, at Saigon's Tan Son Nhut
airbase, museds "I was listening to the President's speech re-broadcaste
at 3“ three efifcak in the morning./ and the Viet Cong s&?@tarted to
mortsr the base, We didn't like that ome bit. I wish the President
would stop giving those speeches of his."
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The second argument of w:nﬂitary\mg:; ﬁg‘l:}nsft the
de-ecscalantion centered on how airpewer\w b; employed most effectively
to interdiot the Nrth Vietnemese movement of supplies ausscond men
southverds The air commanders wanted to hit concentrations of suppliess
the Prosident's order now forces them attempt to interdict supplies
after they heve been dispersed along jungle canopied troils and waterwayse
These air comma nders argue that even given the same number of airstrikes
as before the de-escalation in a more compact geographic area north of

NP
£ 'Y‘@ VE
the demilitorized will not produce as Watim ag before when

they could hit supply depots and concentrations in the Hanoi-Haiphong

complexs
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"aince we can*t hit the targeti wgg‘h“mwtmtion in the Hanol-
Haiphong area, which is where the bulk of their supplies“@BEE come
into, ;@md must face the problem of interﬂiating them as they are
diepersed =long thm&e ma.ny little trails ané. inland waterways just from
Vinh south,” one Air Force officer explained.

And, &8 o Western diplomat explaineds "1 g{mrican air strikes

Nol-MmATIE |
are not going to as affw%:ive w,m T

missions they fly in a area north-of 4HS TMZ. It's logicels

Before, the Americen fighter-bombers were hiTti)

convoy tnﬁwal say. faqz*-sh ired miles of smeking roads from Hanol ad

“""\.. I L

and ;W " Ngw, they're going to be able to hit the oconvoys
ontwo hundred miles of roads.,” :
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A third argument that disgrunted the air officers was they
had estimated half million to 700,000 North Vietnamese, and some
Communist Chinese, had been tied down on re-construction projecgs Just
to keep the roads and ré;ilroads open, as well as providing air defense
measures in the North. Now, these persons would be able to re-constuct
the raillines and roads "without impunity."

"It°s not a question of whether Hanoi can move five times
or hundred times more supplies with this de-escalation," one officer
explained., "The fact is Ho Chi Minh can do as much as he wants——without

any threat of air to stop him effectively,."
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Other officers were irked that just as the President's order
was recoived limiting their bombing reids, the weather hed turmed in thed
pilot?s favor in the Red Rivar pelta area around Héigh Hanoi and Haipongs

,{n

>
"our most offective air strike ere those viwue®®y in which we visuslly
o wWS

see the $urp et,;: one officer explained, "For now, the
rainclcuégjalfgﬁgg/cver the Red River K@Dl Delta, so we couldn't see
what was happening on the ground. And we estimate the Reds increase
their movements by thées to five times during bad weather. But, Just
now we're coming into the southwest monsoon over the Red River Delta ;
which would giY?w§§w500ﬁ wea ther——and ﬂ%?rthe President says we can'y fly
up therc.®

ﬁést officers agreed, however, that the de-esealation pdlicy
would reduce & Americen 2ir W lpases;' %ﬁ;thé Communi s ooncentra%ions

& ; 2. Cortay
of firepower around the demilitarized zone v loss than in the HemoteHrTTITONE

&aéEQ Qed Bzver Dslta areass -"And I &@n‘t think Hanoi will move their

sam's nd anti«niroyaft soutﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ right nows ther'all, the President ‘

wes smart enough to leave this de-esealation apeﬁreﬁﬁéé, We still might be

flying over Hanol again."
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(H’mk: I'11 file a@’aagj;h%fpieee tomorrow, but 1l my pieces

» We can not get a savep of
>

A

will £ either resction or local in
information ONw.ANeT®: ponce attemp s herc either from Amsricans,”
diplgnats and the Vietnamese officials thus faz: h@ﬁe,.ne'g been informed,

Hence, I hope you can ai®ef armnge for other bureas tmcr progress

of peacess and all its associate developmants.

Regards Bev), R T
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