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SAIGON, AUGUST l4~~Vietnomese security officials have

smoghed three major Communist rings of subversion operating among
o

middle and upper=-class city-dwellerse

Security sources reported the Communist agents, of whom
roughly one hundred have been arrested, indicated significant

I

Communi st penetration among Vietnamese intellectuals cers :
P ne QUERY ME %—, g?é:‘é‘ /7 & &,/

end big businessmen wmwro influential in/urban centers, including

e one some who were on the government payrollse

hinniaThnm

Among those arrested are one Vijetnamese Army major who headed

Eoverment-
the biggest B o, ordinance depot in the country, one of the

richest industrialists in Seaigon, six FHE®k medical technicians at

the govermment-operated Pasteur Institute,  the wife of a

k%n Saigon jud the head of a b n theatrical gro
800 IOy b Ay T ERETRIE S eroup, €

cne influential writer, Y and the Viet Cong political commissar who coordinated

the three networkese Mo
The interrogation of those arrested #¥ lead to more information

B@n concerning others who %, allegedly sympathized with or aided
the Viet Cong, security sources said, These persomse XE¥X are to be
ﬂﬁm held for guestioning after the September 3 Présidential

elec.bion,; {ile M%eﬁ?&% ﬁfxed §§f‘(§b t}t&tam eersegri@rcag.m e%hgf Saigon

judges, one of whom has a son operating with the Viet Cong,\ as well

as Au Truong Thanh, a former Minister of Economy in the government

of Prime Minister Nguyen Cao Ky. Thanh, who supervised a multi=-

million doller American economic aid budget, was recently prevenied

from {¥n runnine as o Prosidential candidate,
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The smashing of the three rings of subversion heve revealed
these significant developmentss:

1. Several pro-Communist agents are rumning as candidates
for the election tu the Vietnsmese Senate, %v be hkeld on September 3
with the Presidential electiony, poliée sources said. These candidates
will be arrested after the electiony, oven if they succeed ié-ﬁiﬁhing
alsaat ggcﬁﬁgié?gislative body, theaé sources aaid.y In the election
for the . "hich will serve as the upper legislative body,
four hundred eighty cendidates are rumning for sixty seats.

These sources said other pro-Communist & candldates are
expected %o run for the election to the lower legislative body
on Qctober 22, Poase candidates are already seCuring necessary
government papors to file for the clection, the sources saids

2+ The Viet Cong subversive agents are having some success
recruiting other agents among well-educated, well-to-do Vietnumese,
who would normelly be considered pro-American and anti-Communist. The
Communi sts seem to be applying their political rule thet no repeat

no revolution can succeed without positive cooperation of the middle

and upper-class elements in the socletye.
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3. The Viet Cong agents have had some suceess in
recruiting other agents and sympathizers within W (ital)

the government controlled areasy including the urban centers.

Thig is considered distinct from——end more dangerous—-than

infiltrating agents into the cities.
4s TVhile Vietnamese govermment security officials have

scored a major pre-clcetion victory against the Communi atay .
they have also ummasked the greatest question concerning the
electionss What is the degree of Communist penetration and control

emong the population in the govermment zones where the balloting

will be held?
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The arrested agents——the businessmen, writer, actors.end

% judge's wife--were spreading Communist propagands %o the 'k

frienis and associates that the upcoming election for President
and Senate was an American invention and would be rigged, thus
undermining the govermment®s hope for a successful, honest
political victory against the Communists, p@ police sources
gaide

The purpose the subversive rings was to recruit and

o e :
convert Vietnamese in thégoverment zones tamrhimadmms

were once "sitting on the fence." The present economic discontentment
has 32 aided the Communists in their recruitment, +these sources said.
The local Vietnemese industrtes*s:.;éh ag textiles-—are nearly bankrixpt
because of the vast imports of foreign goods brought in by the
American economic aid mission to undercut inflation, these sources

saide
The three subversive rings were called tri ven (ital) repeat

tri van—meoning proselytization of intellectuals--cong vl (ital)
repeat cong van--meaning ﬁ proselytization of workers nd

binh ven (ital) repeat binh van——proselytization of @

govermment soldierse

More Reuter
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Events leading to the arresis included a captured ¥t

Viet Cong document whg %cgmg%dc their p plon Yo gain
support and recrults within/"strateglc factories", which they would

control when they would take over the country. These "gstrategic

facto ics™ dincluded so= Americon=financed textile fuctories—

where unemployment is rumning high-—-notoreycle factories, sparc

parts factories and transport workers at the Saigon port, shrough

which millions of dellars worth of Axperican material flow cach monthe
The Viet Cong agents thmeelvés, however, tipped off the

%‘%‘?}!W’}%@ security officials by their repeated pro=-Communist

W thot the upcoming Presidential and Senatorial election would
serve only the interests of fhor the United States government
and its "elique of Vietnomese henchmen and puppets.” The
o -
government security officials were assisted in tracking dovn the i o
@s by the agents of the American Cemiral Iptelligence Agency
and the U, Se Army TO4th Counter-intelligence Company, based in
Saigone

More Reuter
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Other arrests were made in m&g Nhatrang, Hue and Tuy
Hoay; «ll important cities north of S&igon; the sources scide
Anong the arvested wes lip. Dinh MEn- Xangéd repeat mnh Xang,
one of the richest industrialists in Saigon., He was THET Lt
until recently head of the govermment-sponsored, semi-official
?&3 Industrial Development Directorate, -#NUT Another was; Truong
Fhu Teng repeat Truong Nhu Tang, an #R engincer at the biggest,
Mmerican~financed Vietnamese suger mill, once owmed @ in part

by mambera‘of the family of ex=Precsident Ngo Dink Djetns

More Reuter
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The Vietnamese Army major was not repeat not part of the
subvergive ring, these sources said, but instead was a "single line"
cadre, who operated by himself to gain in{THEBEFcS intelligence
information rather than recruits for the Viet Cong. xATNTEEEET The
major, iéentified only 13 by the name of Yet repeat Yet, had

served the f"," “";,.,t:' “'«*

for 15 years and headed the 80th

Ordinonce Depot, gg;bah.p outskirts of %iigon, which was the

biggest govermek/ for Vietnazppspn d,ﬂne;}cygsﬁngé wm_, )é ﬁ,«gy
im including weapons, munit:.ongz armored vehicles.

These sources seid he confessed to having two lines of

communication to the Communiste--one tc North Vietnam via

T B B LT R M e eadquarters

Paris and one to the 1
via & network in the % Mekong Delta, south of Saigon.

Capture of his dnoum?nts :mLp =} by agents of the U, 3.

Central Intelligence Agenoy%—%o his arresty security sources

saids

End Reuter
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