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HUE, VIETNAM, March 2—Some compared the battle ruins

of Hue tzn t}m yhatemphs of Stalingrad, Varsaw and Berlin in Vorld
var II.[' some deseribed seetions of this once-imperial capital as

ng Hollywood version of the Alm'* | some said the spotly dmmshemm
. damege to the turrets, mar’ﬁ(”kbri&m«uﬁ of the omce palat:tal :

eitadel fwm:« ovoked an image of medevial warfare not wimas by the
world aince the Dark Ages, ~ And some American Marine veterans s2id To=
Hue was the worst oity destruction thoy had seen in thm major wars
; spamxing a8 quarter uf a emtur;f. ;
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: “The &meu to ;%ou& in the Korean War was loas than and
different frem that of Hue," one veteran sergeant exgl&inadc P

secul, armies cf both sides rstmtad or «x advanged threugh the city, but
gidn't fight withi.n 1'&%’ i like in Hue,

: ngven the destruction to the aiﬁas of K Ckinawa during
vorld war II were different-=because they were smaller and more scattered,"
ne said, "But, if you put all the citles of Ckinawa together, the

- damage in vorld War II would look something like Hue today."
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The war ravage of Hue (promounced whey), where the

Neotionsl liberation Front flag flew ahoMEmiem in front of the citadel

for twenty five days, represents the moet concentrated posket of

urban destruction to date in the Vyeinam war, making even the

damage in Mekong Delta and central highland cities moderate by

compnrisons

The fury of the Hue battle and its resulting destructionm—

yet to be officially or stotistically assessed—-was staggering to
behold, The local populace either fled the oity or else holed up
 in refug makeshift refugee ocamps in schools, the university

complex, churches or the Im hospitale with people~less streets,

the city tock on an ax- eerie day-time appearance of one vast cemetery.

it night, vhen 1llumination £& fleres were popped for defensive

11@ the oity took on an even more mocabre, shadowy semblance

of some g ﬁ goience fiction world of charred homesy hit-and-run

graves grave mou graves near oabbage patches, and bombed~out citadel

turrets,
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The fight for Hwe, lasting menrly a month, appeared
to be a battle im which all the partieipsnts losts 1In the short temm,
the eity snd people of Hue pba probably lost the most., The
w@ta} questim in the future is which of the caubattant power blogg~—

the Communists M&unas—-—lﬁst the mosts
Buty for the populstien, perhaps the key question waes not
who was right, but who was lefts
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Prﬁlmm, oFP¥M official "guessimates" indicate
a meximum of one thousend civilisns lost their lives in tha Hue battle—
but maas graves of important personalities and pmmnt supporters
assassinated by Commumist squads are still being sought, Some oF The
Hue eivilian wounded and refugees are now being trans-shipped to
Daneng for temperary relief and side Virtually every home, office,
shop in the city, if not devastated by H¥ heavy Communist and Allied
wesponry was subsequently ravaged by plundering; ang looting, and vendalisme
At the pesk of the battle, the whole populstion of 113,000 was
at one time or another classified as refugees snd sought dole-outs of = ‘7
food from thefietnemese army. |
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rarhapa _more significent, the urbanites of Hue, who
for years had w tgw e in the villages around them, lost the
illusion they Mape withorut p? pain and bloecdshed ax%fmm
The bitterly-feu@t battle within their midst become a grest olass
aqui!(ar. The bourgoisie, government eivil servents and Vietnamese
apmy staff officers, who before had not only escaped the wmr bat 2l
made immense coxewd corruption profits from it, had now become one if
of its wvictims.
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Somehow, Vietnam the nation also loste Hus was the
sentimental inner sanotum of Vjetnamese nationalism to many intellectuals,
who remembered the cultural, historical eand soccial role of the former
imperial CWFE¥L capital——not FSWEST unlike the role of Boston in the

colonial days of Ameriocsa. t}the:a‘ Vietnamese may have held it with
less regnrd.

bt n £ S

"I¥m sure if you asked the average VA Vietnamese £2—
the old oitadel was important to them, they'd say yes,” one American
explained, "But, I'm not sure they have any more feeling for it e
than T would if the Vashington monument was destroyed.”
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Eih The Communists also lost~-mew=mmiy the human bloodshed
of neariy Pive thousand officislly cleimed &s deed and meterial
loss of more than 950 wuapausg Along the walls of the citadel, near
the former imperial palace, & half dozen graves covered sésy with p
palm leaves in the midst of a httme garden rather simply typified
the Communist TEFE 0T THEIT v secrifice of their own soldiery. And,
almg the muddy streets of Hue, an unadorned mound of dirt here and
4 tkom also si@iﬁod their lossess Some of the Communist m» & (“ VES
remained un-buried after three weeks of fighting——and were seen
to be grotesquely mibbled on by chickens and pigss
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Hore significant, the Communists® Robin Hpod ideslism
presching home-grown wars of liberation lost some of its meaning.s The
military spearhead of the ® Hue battle was aanied by predominantly, if not
totally, North Tietnsmese units, who made zw pretense to the po;mlatiau '
they had not invaded from aoross thamspmbebbed e demilitarized zones

£ é{_ﬁ of the Nyrthern troops reportedly brought mews % of
relatives from Hanol and Haiphong to small groups of Vietnsmese who fled
the North, nnd their families, in IMrt when the country
was partitioned.
 =-more reuter

2026 sag
¥y 1jp
dumage 12 {nemm/dma)

ind, the Communisis' wutopien, pie-in-the-sky promises
of geyoliion revolution wers also-éiseppmtmbetizos dissipated during the
the battle, &ven when the Communists ruled sectioms of the eity for

days, people fled them—and finallyy @e&:/ag FG0T /‘M:‘me&
~ presence ‘brought not utopia, but mm of thé citye

The Vietnamese government and aymy lost alsoy, =nd may
well become the chief THot viotimb of the campaign in the long run, In
bloadaeheﬁ, the viatnmeae armed forces strength in the city of some
44500 nsaldiara, Rangersy and Mwa su?fa;z&aﬁ "moderate” SESULPTISH
casualties by official olaims. ~ [
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More import.nt, mag - %he Vietnamese army,
despite individual acts of heroism, lost what it had sought to be
for the past fifteen.years—simply an amy, Militsrily, it had not
secured the ﬁity-oéné in a few places, North Vietnamese units marched
four abﬁa&_ﬁﬁ in _j,i formation inte the city, reliable sources
report-—and the thmimbommism goverrment forces barely succeeded in
securing its own division headquarters 13 the citadels

- Politically, the Vietnongse Grmed forces in Hue

manifested teé the most glaring, continuous contradiction of the ware-
it helped re-comquer the oity and then proseeded to damege it further by
m looting and plundering. Their armed forces had in effépt nullified -
its p::d ¢ political mission--to re—establinsh law and order-~by simply
sdding to the anarchy nnd destruction,
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ind, the American Merines lost toos First, in bloodshed=—
@.killeé and 1011 wounded, by officisl reporiss Bui, behind the
stat stark statisties ky lay the grim realization) thet nesrly half
a Marine battalion 1000-man battalion was killed ox m@ﬁdm&h&
eitadel——e battlefield of less than three square miles-~wore the
neaviest fighting ensueds Like the North Vietnsmese, the MariSgs,
used to rice paddy fighting—hed never set foot in Hue befoTe—nng Were
They were surprised at the beauty of the oity nnd the wealth of some

upper and middle=cloas homess
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| seventy five

One Marine, as Communist mortars expled
##or neters from himy surveyed the batile damage and snid: "'Bhat a
pity. It's such a pretty oitysf I M didn't think such rich people
lived in Vietinam,”

Somehow, also, part of the great imerican dream for
Vietnam was washed away in Hue, The imerican answer %o ﬁ North
Vietnamese foxholes dug into ohuvohes, pagodas and the @1 palace wall,
was conventionalized power-~the 106 mm, "mules", the six-tube 106 mm,
Ontosy; a few mll-plam airstrikes when cloud covers pemmitted, snd
bombardments on the Palace wall with eight~inch howitzer proiewesess:
pmseotnem The net impact was not ,‘gi,mlg S0 destroy HUT—owemy
their enemy ailg.tarily, put also to my the smiab—ananmie fabrio

% cementing m insti tutions IS7Ting t0 oo
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And, while the ma;;inegﬁ Wl;ﬁad W3 treditional
THEEIIEG military diseipline of mmg withering naz‘peta of
Communist gunfire, and military restraiat in us.iag their heavy firepower,
theyk they, 1like the Vien Vietnamese m, suffered from the lack
of politigal gﬁ.s@&plim 1?} snd indoctrination which was unveiled
by m leoting and vandaliasm,
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The mood was perheps best typified by one Marine enlisted
mapy | yho in the last days of the battle, —FRIEEHE- lir expressed the
viefr the Marines, rather then the Vietnamese, should asseult the
former imperial palace.

“The Ws were the Tirst to get to the south wall of
the citadel,"” he a:smﬂ. w"They should get the cmdit by assaulting the
old palaca t00s™

’ He thought a moment =nd addeds "Or maybe we'll get the
Sprfon blame.” ' |

vith a note of mllmholy, he concluded: Oh, well, there's
no glary 1n this war for “'n anybody."
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~ (Henk: weather prevented my getting to Khe saph Friday,
so I'11 attempt to get there saturdsy. In case I oon not file Honday or
Tuesday, perhaps this piece will tide you over. %Eig a‘gardsag Bav).
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DANANG, SOUTH VIETNAM, MARCH 1ll=~The crucial pacification
program in the five embattled nothernmost provinces has suffered a
434 sasterous defeat" during the Communist Tet offensive, relisble
sources repories

: The aasaawant, m in the five provinces known as

“I Corpsy in the weke of the Communist mara% qffansiva beginning
January 30, indicates "the program has tak&n‘%‘m smllaﬁkin@;"
the sources ‘ﬁa seide

The I Corps regiom, where the heaviest semi~conventional
fighting of the war is soon expected by the American amand, imludss
the province of Quang Tri, whsrem a reinforced Fore R Mo T
Third Marine Division ie atmtﬁm out holding the 26-mile Inng Demilitarized
gones Purther south lies Thua Thien province and its chief olity of Huse,
which the North Viedmac Vietnamese fp forces held for more than three weeks
during the offensive. The ather tgree yrovimsa are Queng Nam and ita
.@Q sutonemous oity of ma.ag,j' the csrpn headquarters for the American
Marines snd Vietnamese foroesy Quang Tin and Quang Ngai provinces.
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