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2goy IMmericen Ambassedor Mexwell

in this turbulent capital city es

- sploy way to live."

@n renaxlc that things get even "a%e spicler

\ Mo loaves the countzys They recall duringrt his September
ahsenoce from Viet Ramy ,Atarka and troops marched ﬂmm@ the strects

in the Septeder 13th "Héllo "Hollywood coup.” 4nd as ho only bours

after d&gwteﬁ. Snigon lzat week, v’iﬁim strect fighting between

rockhurling schoolboys and Wm&sﬁg police end paratrocpors

Rt - «"/
bm_ causing tens of pasualties. L il
ts the spldiexr-diplemat sontimues h.is top-lovel policy

review with President ILyndom B. Johnzon, Saigonese sre axpecting even
more changes--perhaps even bembing of Horth Viet Nans

> ’ (sore)
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"It's one thing %o be a frequent visitor,” Aw
Ambassador Taylor explained noting that he had im previous ‘yaara
watched Vietnamese developments in Washington, "and another thing to
live here, My impressions are different in degree but not in kind,

Life in Seigonm is o constant surprisc. There's nothing dull about ite
If variety is the sp@!.a spice of life, this is a spicy way o0 live."

The 63%&%& Imbagsedorf hasb been called tm:: a rebel
in the Pentagon during the 1950's when he sought to re-shope
American militayy thinking away from predominant reliance of the
"massive reteliation™ of nuclear weaponry towards greater "flexible
response” +¢0 meet many kinis of warfare.

e He lost the battle and resigned, only to be re-sppointed
to Yoverful pest under President Kennedy in 1961.

Taylor himself, with a slight laugh, however refuted
this and @ said "I wasn't the rebels I was guite orthodoxs the
others were the heretics,

“We had had expericnce in guerrilla warfare in Grecco.s.and I
thought this kind of warfare was in the cards for the future, Ve sow it also
in the Philippines and Malaysia, where I visited the British during
their cmergencys. It weas apparent to many this new kind of warfare was the
var of the us future, We (Washington military and political leaders) did

o considerable amount of work on guerrills warfore before an involvement

put my regret is we didn't do more. At the outsot, we

in South
dian® thfﬁ?a%%“@a sense of urgency obout it that we do now,"
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Taylor's four-month tenure in the wooden—s . paneled

il
Ambassedor's O0ffice on the fifth floor of the American ﬁ Embassy hs?‘é
has caused a mixed reaction smong the Vietnomese and Americons limgx
living heree.

Vhile agé all are in common agreement thot the political
situation has plummeted dowmwards since his July errivel, eome x say
that Taylor would have had to be a “m "miracle worker"” to have
salvaged ony sort of stubli stability out of the messive in-fighting
among Vietnemese zm faotions, some of which are suspected of being

Communist penetrateds

Others have 2 lukewarmx attitude to himes "He's done nothing
to be congratulated for or reproached for," one Vietnamese captain laughed.
"He tried to please everyone-—the generslsy the politicians, the Puddhists,
the Catholics. No one can suoEEd in that.”

Many in the American community eithor-oponly blame % him for
vgtiffness and lack of imaginotion” during the prolonged state of
orisis over the past several months. One cz=lled him "the original
wcertain trumplet,® a roforemce to his polemie book celled "The
Uncertnin Trumplet,” named after a Biblical quotation "For if the
trumpet give am uncertain sound, who shall prepare himself to the
battle?™

(More)
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Whatever the i%?éab improbabilities Gt of out-intriguing

the Vietnamese im their course towards political self-dBBiwic destruction,,

American observers here note two specific effects of Taylor's tféfg
brief tenure in office, One is that Taylor's tenure has practically

ggr nullified the tenure of his p;zﬁ%és predecessor, Henry Cabot Lodge.

?;e assist the stability of the currvent civilian

@ reversal when 1 in”

government is viewed here ag , ugust o@ last year w
W’*gffington officials and Lodge n Saigom S thirew support -,

Taylor's attempts to LWE®E

Ngo Dinh Diem, $hm It was under Lodge that Maj. Gen. Nguyen Khanh came to

power in the cgﬁ clv:.lian govemmentma.nd fg“ﬁ% five of Vietnam's most

competent generals exiled in a mountain resort city ox;z charoes theyrﬁ LRPe D

, el ;

-
at

*ﬂi‘s

were attempting to neutralize Viet Nam. Now, ten months 1ater, these
,f‘iire generals have again been returned to powerful positioms in the army,
Under Lodge, the systematic program of é& American economic aid to the
provinces continued to flourish--despite two coup d'etats. Now, as

even more political ingtability has diseased Viet Nam, +this system is

in the process of change ami ﬂ}e traditional form of working through

government minigteries w ..@-.;,'.; nem is again slated to be re—instated,

The gsecond efd effec'b of the Taylor tenure-—-whioh as

also hindered Ta,ylor-—»is that the current political instability &a the

Vietnemese k@a‘g has been accompanied by a little-noticed "American coup"

sr’t' v

in the American hﬁ'@‘. Mere Nax Dasn such: & rapid turnover of American

personnel=--in the highest echelons——of each Lf key :Eé American agency (More)
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In some key sections of the Mmericen Embassy, anly one person
has been the,_,m&-~ in Viet Nem for more than two week s, ”ﬁi/%he nore
than ?@r Americen employees of the United States Information Agency, mnone

Wﬂﬁm in Viet Nam before the beginning of this year,
%7;3 United States Agenocy for International Development é (usazp)

m sew gimultaneous ehangesm > D
agency plus the & important associate direotor for rural operations—and thej

i

3 The director Qf the

are now battling each other.
Some of these persommel changes were initiated under Lodge, but
they pesked with the arrival of Tayler in j#ily July, vhich has caused

& ladk of contimuity in day~to=day poliey Gole: (8«  implementetion of

policy,. i :

Long-time specialists in foreign m embassies are wé?a
48 slightly loss than sgFfle appalled at the "lack of an institutional
memory? M “overyoms is mow trying to solve the problems with the
same solutions we tried three years ago—-the solutions did not work thenm
and will not work now,"

Despite the pressures of his assigmment, Teylor has been
occasionally seen entering the mﬁaasy whistling an incoherent tune with
his jacket flopped over one shoulder. At hm, he occasionally hag

& scotch=soda or gimlet before dinmer. A safe has been installed in his
home so thet he can carry classified documents with him o rcad after works

on weekends he carries home three to five~inches worth of fat reports mga the
Pentagon, he used to carry home s suitcese of material for the week-end).
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He drives around Saigom in a Chrysler "that was dredge& up"
from a ma‘“im warehouse; his Cadillads "was falling apert with &
broken m transmission,” an associate explained. He is covered by
a Wh mininmum of security officials, though barbed wire barricades block
off the street om which he lives, Unlike his p{@deceasor, he does not

carry a weapons Occasiomel intelligence veports are recelved that the

Viet Cong OSHHG}L Communist terrorists will try o assassinote him, but

he appeers unconcerned and refuses to change his ANESY

activities. TP CSE

Taylor is stlll mgile and handeome at 63--& ycung &mitrass
at an American military ﬁéﬁ%at installaticn reportedly told him once
at lunch, "Tou Nos 1 sexye" Despite a sprained kmee, the tall
& Migsiouian still enjoys swinming and a ides regularly schedule

tennis matches for him, i i

"He wins more gemes than he ldaes," one aid said, "but

5

he does not win them all."
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