Saigon, Vietnam
August 22, 1967

Hr. R. M, Duffield
Foregegn Lditor
The Australian
GPO Box 4162
Sydney, Australis

Dear Mr., Duffields

I'11 enclose your requested piece on the Vietnamese
elections Hopefully, 1tta somewhat in the ballpark of what you
want,

We heard up here you were on strikes If true, I hope
things have settled downm.

Thore's no suoh animal here as an inch-per-mile mapg to
the boest of my knowledge. However, I'm trylng to sorounge from

the U4LF a 1150,000 scaling, vwhich is about as close as we ean
come here. I'll send 1t along to you lnater,

ly yours,

.',A’. "ﬁ: e -_’ 7 E-.
o
Deepﬁ/

(Miss) Beve:é?

Pe T3¢ In the event of any payments, oould you please send them to
me tirough the Chartered Bank of Saigon. My thanks,



Beverly Amn.Jeepe
64A Heng Thep Tu
Saigon, Vietnam -

August 23, 1967 %/@W
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SAIGOGB——The Vietnamese elections for President and the ocU-man
Senate on September 3 are a crucial hinge determining the agonlzing

issues of peaoce or war—or viotory or defeat—for this oountry and

its Alé%zg t%u‘{?ggtarso
The/prospectss more war, at a fiercer,f bloodier pace plus
more political disadvantages for the R newly eleoted government
in Sa2igon and its Allies.
"These eleotions mark the end of one éa chapter and the
beginning of another,"” one Vietnamese politioal source ecxplaineds
"But, wo don't know what the new ohapter is all about, In faoct,
we don't oven know what kind of book the oazpters are in, %o outsiders,
this appears to be a big oomedy., But, to the Vietnnmese ; the elsotions

are part of a giant tragedye
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The Vietnumese electoral campaign is considered here as a
verdbal exercise between ten oivilian "hawks" and the one mildtary
ticketd of "super-hawiks.™ All of the leuding candidates are, for'd
all extents and purposes, hard~line anti-Communists. All have oampeigned
that they 2re for %q "peace.”" Most have advoocated disoussion@t
with Hanoi——but not with the National Liberation Front for Scuth Vietnam
(NLF). Only one candidate, fTruong D:l.nh;&z Dzu, has advocated even
unofficial disocussions with the NLF. Yet, the purpose of these
di scuassions 13\%8%9;3#@3_ 2n-comunist @an elements from ‘ahg

e
the NLP and then to!Jjoin the newly-elected Saigon regimee The ocontext

in which virtually =211 the candidates use the word *negotiation®
=g
is to ask Hanoi and the NL¥ to wiljillu cepitulate, rather than
to compromises« Even the Vietnamese Constitution, pomulgated om
April 1, under whioh the eleoticns are being held, 1is oconsidered
as 2 "hawkish" anti-Comnunist document, barring a Communist govermnment
or a neutralist, coalition govermment in the South. Hence, the
::?o?ans—
document itself is oonsidered here as a bdblock to  negotiations
with Hanoi and the NLF, ‘@x for the Communists main aim in negotiations—
the place of the NLF in the future govermment—would be ignored and beyond

the realm of discussione
Hot oven the most optomistio officials here believe the Communists

are ready for this kind of neg¥ERrions.

anre )
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Those are the three leading Presidentiel ticketss

#%Lt, Gone Nyuyen Van Thieu, 44, bzs ¢ boen a military officer
for 19 yenrse Ho zttended an infantry school in Frence esrly in his
sereer and later two American militery instituticns=—the Command and
General Staff GColliege in Ford Leavgng‘fo;‘zjth,: Kansas, in 1957, ané a

ptisat i A

A gm0t s wiagie i TR

P three yosrs laters

Ffamilisriantion of modern weapons.
Thicu lib}d tue ¥§ 5th Infontry Eivisim\‘ to the Presidontial Palace in
Sai goh in 1963 to spearhead the coup dtetat agninst former Preasddent Ngo
Dinh Dieme From that group of O%UD coup—leadersy; Thicu ig the only
cne & te have @ﬂ survived to datece The slight-framed general
we.s born in Centrzl Vietram ané was converted to Gatholicism with his
marringe. Beenusa of the enormcus controversy abeout Diem, 21 a
Catholic, =mm {he swrent Vatloan linc is to avoid supporting &
Catholic President during the elcotions, reliable sources reports Thus,
Thicu has tlie disadvantoges of being & Coatlolic in o largely non-fatholic
country, yet none of the advantoges of thoir bPloc vote during the elections
Thiewts runmning mate is Nguyen Cao Ky, the 36=yecr-old pilot

vho has saerved as Vietnam®s Prime Minister for the past 27 monthss

#uTpon Tan Huong, 64, 4is considered the leading civilian candidates

His givon n'me of Huong mesng "perfume.” He served as Prime Minister

for PrreProam nonrly three months in late 1964 and early 1965 during the
ohuotic puz"iod in which V;etnam witncased a number of coupsy false ocoups
and deni-coups, 211 of them leading to an wpsurgoe in Canmmi szt activity

beiore the commitment of illied +roocpse

(More)
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During his brief Prime Hinister-ship, Huong cracked dowmn
oné Buddiilst-ingpired streot demcnstrationsy which won him the admiration
of the Roman Catholics, He is oxpected to win a large parcentzge of the
Caihclic votes Buim in the heevily-populated Mekong Delia, souih ox
of Saigony, Hucng ic also considered the most popular candidate in that

arcae Ho toaught school in the delta for ncurly a decade in X his

esrlicr yeargs many of hig students—or the studeants of his students—

€LY AR (o
o

are actively campaisgning for hime Muny irny officers, some holaing ‘ihe
rark: of general, were among his pupils in earlier years.

Knomm for his integrity and IM¥Et honesty, Huong scrved as
Mayor of Seigon in the mid=H0s during tho oarly days of the Ngo Dinh Dicm
regino. He eought the public eye beciuse he rode his bicycle 1o wWork,
rather than being caruffsured about in a goveriment auvbomobilsc, ge
maintoined his honesty during tais period, adihouga de reportuedly wap

impr mom'ﬂ-"'h

backed by the pirate gong kucwn as the Binh Auyen, Late;;\'lﬂﬁ*by the Diem
rogime, ac vwrote a2 set of poems sniitled, "Ingpirations from Jaile."

Hig running mote, MNai Tho Truyen, is a2 IEZEIME-INY-I-

prominent lay leader of thae Souiacrr—styled Buddhiast movement, vwhich

relusea o perticipsate wiek wne more militant Centvel @x Victnancue

i Ht‘:
braed ~ReReEW woppled Wuotige The iickev 1s expeetit wo vin sowe

support frem the Southern Buddhilsts, sowe koman Cutholics-—andi ironiecally,
it hovern © to cull voteus ircw the milivent Budahi sts Buong cracked co'm

ta x MRS
ong jhe line of remsoninhﬂl{ that the militant monks would prefer '

Huong over the military tickote

!

Hore
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*%Phan Khao Suw, 62, was head of the elscted @mm Assembly which
drafted the new Constitut on promulgated April 1 of this year. The
assembly has been renamed Provisional Legislative Assembly until the
current elections are £ concluded and Sun serves as President of this
bodye He 21s0 served as oeranoniilliol?/e_f £ state in 1964 and 1965,
before the generals took ovar—puvm—tn—;ﬁ.—

An agricultural engineer by profession, Suu, 1like Hudng,

3 was born in the Southern, Mekong Delta region, but is not so well
known as Huonge. He fought against the French colonialists and later

' PRSonc D
against the Ngo Dinh piem regime, which Mand tortured

him, He still walks with a 1limp beczuse of these maltreatments in
prison,

Unlike Huong "BXCh who is considered to have a rigid way
of thinking, Suu is largely considered by Saigon intellectuals as
too flexible, Suu—his name means "Buffalo” ==ig of the Cao Dai
religion, an offshoot Buddhist hybridg¢ dut is not considered to be
a religious candidate,

Ssuuts running mate is Dr, Phan Quang Den, & Hervard-schooled
medical doctor born in Centrel Vietnam. The sumu ticket may make a better
choming in the central provinces then Huong because of having Dan on
his list,

(More)
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The militery ticket of the generals is predicted to win easily ty a
large majoritys some Vietnsmese political sources predict they will win
Wy 65%. A large turnout of the 5.4 million registered voters (those living
in government-secured areas) is also predicted.

The meo=t sizzling gquestion here is, however, not how blg = voto the
generals get, but whether the results will be interpreted as such to in-
dicnte a feir and honest clections The charges of the civilian candidates
that the gemerals are rigging the election are leargely considered true
her; hy the rank and file Vietnamese following 746 electoral race; cven
a number of important Congressmen in America have voiced concern with the -

A

way the election was being hsndled Wy the generals. But, for =ll nractioal

-
——

purnoses, é¢hsarvers herey including the Western press that is charged with
o )

the responsibility of trackingy dowm minfrzwtions of the elecctoral
law, will be unable to determine whether the election is in fact rigged or
fair, oxcept in isolated incidencess

Thus far, the election at best has become something of a fimsco., Itm
has revolved from a verbal free-for-all ~mong the Vietnamese genetals in
lete June to a generals versus certifying committee tiff to a generals ix
versus civilian candidates debacle in early August to =2 deadlock between
the military ticket and the temn civilianm oandidstes, who temporarily

refused to campaign. Once, they started to campsigny the civilians charged

the generals were rigging the electionj the American officialdmm here and




=

Wbty T
President Iyndon J ohnsonﬁi-mied the charges-—which has caused the civilisn

candidates simply to counter cherge the America Amdbassador, Mr. Ellsworth
Bunker, with meddling in Vietnamese affairs.

If the election comes off fairly smoothly with the results gemerally
scoepted in ¥ictnam as well as internationally, the Communist-=inspired
National Liberation Front will have suffered a sizeable, significant politioal

ek

defeaty, which zmuld- have undermined its claims\o.ﬂh the sole representative$
of the Vietnamesc people. The election would have est=blished the legitimaocy
of the anti=Communist, pro-Allied govermnent in Saigon. The Allies here are
currently faced with the nstronomical dilemne that they have million troops

' £r.575
in Victaem at the invitation of a government that no longer T tho
government of Prime Minister Phan Huy Quat in ecerly 1965—— and even when it
existed, it was never considered legaly, znd for that mattery, rarely considered
a governaent. Thus, a Ipididwdn egitimate government is needed to legalige
the Allied presence here, and whather Ameriosn-South Vietnamese governmnent
policy is to bring in more troops or to begin taslking with the Comnumists,
or straddling both courses slmultanocously, the Allies need a legal Vietnamese
governaent to validate the moves.

A significant fringe benefit from a populsrly=electeds constiiutionsl
governmaent here would be a much more palatable regime to justify to the

Allied friends snd enemies at home and abrosd the inoremsing measure of Allied

oomnittment of F¥®®p troops and ground support elements.

i
/
A .
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[B;wever, thus far, the Communists h:ve exploited the election fiasco to
their full benefit. For months, the Cocmmunists had charged the election o
s
\~?!£ being an "Ansrican invention which would oe rigged to serve Ansrican
VeTrpmnes &
intorests. Tha genersls hsve et lesst periially proved the rigging charge
PrRRD
to bave some validity, for they conveniently weeded out and BIPEI prestigious
non~Comanunist candidaies who could have seriously cheallenged them at the
rolls.
The Communists are expected to mount 2 well-coordinnted pre—election
LaRg s an+Ar9 \/xc 16 GamVa
ﬁ/'s:.de ITII™MY offancive to maich their ccntinuing relitic-1 *a!mlm:a
sgainst the election. Officisls hare note the Communisis have the
&
capability to launch well=tima attacks cn eleotion day to disrupt the
balloting in the remoie villages as well as in the canter of major cities.
But, more worrisome is the full-acale promsganda war that the Communists
have been consistontly‘%iming at the election. More und ﬁore Vietnamcse in
the government—controlled zones sre heiny persusded byt their rroregmnda
M.5Comdh =7
line——ps well nz Uy the TTROMTIET of the generals during the campeigne
On top of the economic snd politicel discontent slreedy dorment here,
the election »rocess is bringing a noew kind of political disillusioment.
While the rural ~reas under government control appeer to be relatively
pagssive about the elsction, %tho impact of the bloasoming disilluslionment

N
has hit a significent element—the mifdle and uppofgiass in the cities,

which makes them riBe for Communist propagsmda and oubversive rocruiinments
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The signifioance of the disillusiomment is this:s The
Allied forces oan not win by holding only the oities, They must Wdn
sizeable chunks of the countryside=—and hence the importance of the current
slow rate of progress in the rural pacifioation program.

But, the Communists oan not win by holding only the TZUhr
countryside. They must orack the government®*s hold on the urban
population, Hence, the importanoce of the battle for the middle
and upper-class Vietnaumese, whioh is the backbone of the governrent
support,

Continuously, day in and day out, Radio Hanoi sprews out
suoh politioal materials

"The forthooming eleotion farce will further exasperate the
internal contradioctions plaguing the ranks of the U, S. lackeys
in South Vietnam,.eeOne can thus rigshtly oonolude that the Saigon
authority is none other than the shadow of the U, S, polioy of using
their henchmen, Wwhether under a *military* or foivilian' oover,
under an open military dictatorship or with *Presidential? or
Congressiontl* trappings, 1t will remain an out-and~out puppet
admini stratione ™

If the events on election dey shmehow prove the Hanoi predtd

prediction correct, the newly elected Saigon government will become more
and more isolsted from its own people. - And, in time, this oouldé
aid the Commmists in taking over the country,

Conversely, 1if the results of the election are favorably

acoepted within South Vietnam and internationally, th® anti-Communists

will have on a orucial battle in this highly-political war,

—3& L - .
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