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SAIGON~~There now appears to be 2% distimet military wars im
Viet Nam, |

However, reliable sources here believe that even if these
violmnt; visible mili‘b;ry actions ceased, the Communists could still
through invisible political subversion "take over the country without
firing a shot."

Of the 2% military wars, the first is the American and South
Vietnemese retaliatory aerial bombing raids against the Hanoi regime,

These raids are interpreted as a means to conventionalize the war,

Rumning parallel to this war, and of a different dimension and .
inteansity, however; ia the gnawing guerrilla war in the villages ﬁ‘t
within South Viet Nam, The Viet Cong Communist guerrillas are considered
here to be well on the way to winning this guerrilla war. They are
considered to control more of the villages in South Vietnam more of the
time than does the govermg;;t{-—jmit‘ they do not control the district

towms and urban centers as plet€ly as does the anti-Communist side.
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But to win the guerrillas war does not mean to win Viet Nam,

Conversely, American policymakers appear to be attempting to winm
or save South Vietnam~-without winning the guerrilla war on the ground,.

Between these two seemingly vparedoxical wars lies the half—war—

o

the capability of the Viet Cong guerrillas to mewsmigsmnm escalste the

war internal b nENER
b

conventionaliging 'the;zazh«by moving into the mobile warfare phase in which

Viet Cong battalions are pitched against government battalions, Some

observers believe they can maintain their position in the guerrilla

war withoutsmm moving into this semi-conventional phase; others believe

they are already in that phase and thativ%he ’moa't intense fighting oi?”t"‘

*-s\ ": > 7
yet of the internal war will In the coming months  newednbesbirks.
@ Thus far, government vnits in seipiece batiles have succeeded

in defeating the Viet Gong ef‘i‘ecﬁvv] vy and often enough to make it risky

2

for them to attevm“‘EWq t&h@g bhold igR ‘"‘ AP SE,

The two big worg~~the guerrillags versus bombing raide--snpear to

be distinetly and directly unrelated. The aerial bombing of North Viet Nam
is not congidered to force the Hanol regime or the Viet Cong mmmrmibim
to forsake the guerrilla war, The guerrillas launched masgsdve sabatoge and
mortar raids before the bombing of North Viet Nam—-and may well continue
to do so in spite of the raids during the coming months,

Gonveraely; American policymakers decided to bomb North Viet Nam for
reasons 6ther than the guerrilla war-—the fonkin Bm Gulf incident~-and it is

still unclear to observers and officials here whether they would agaim

launch retaliatory raids in the future.
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Though these twe distcint distinet wars zmx are considered here to
be directly unreclated, they dom seem to have an infinite number of
indirect inter~relationshipse. One of these appears to be that the
bombing of the North intensified and solidified the anti-Americam

sentiments which the Vet Cong £ use to @w’ fuel the

guerrilla war internally. An extension of this ma ;y be that

the Communigts internationally mey use these bo;abing raids o
~ s \! T’*r F .r ,~,, \\\\\

ey 1gnite SMEE politicolly "ars of liberation"
rica ; ;
and hence m?@ militarily ;no.re guerrilla. warsy For the bomistwE gl

freiwt bombing North Vietnamw#t” was not only Am%m

anti-Communict American planes bombing am Asian Communist country-—-—

it was also, racially /planes of a white nation bombing the yellow
race.

Secondly, as @ result of the anti-American acts of sabatoge
and mortar attacks which provoked the bombing, increased tensions
appear to be arising between the % extremely security-conseious
fmerican community in Saigom and their Vietnamese allies, There also
appeared on the dey of the first bombing raid Febuary Tth to be little

coordination or dialogue betwemn: American officials here and Saigom

nilitary and gowernment leaderse.

FgopEe Lte Gen, Nguyen Khanh, commander-in-chief

of the Vietnamese Armed Forces, for example, h@n spoke only sevenw

minutes with Presidential Asasistant MecGeoroe Bundy and fwmevd meav. 34 T E 4 ome.
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Commander Gen, William Ce Vestmoreland-emm and the conversation was held
mukyx on a hot transport plane in midst of a habhemed mortar barraged
airstrip. Khanh, %though advocating a "Go North"™ policy for years,
was clearly unhappy at the way the decision was reached,

Thirdly, +the pmhivibemim bombing of North Viet Wam did produce
the political climate which probably facilitated the forming of @
new Saigon govermment--but even then it took ten days for it to be formed..
Fourth, the bombinjg raids against the Horth did increase the morale
of the Mmerican and Vietnamese troopers—-but they did not raise morale
as much as the Pleiku and Qui Whon incidents decreased it

"If they Viet Cong can smash Pleiku in omne night, they can get

mbm the troops in an outpost or district town

FETN R RN

any night they wan#,"® one reliable observer noted, "and bombing

Worth Vietnam isn't much of a consolation.®

(More)
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It is widely expected here that Communists will react--but the
question is when, where and in what way. One experienced observer
believed the decision is clearly to be made in Hanoi and. the guestiom

was whkether the North Vietnamese would follow “'!zhe emooth Ragaian”
( A f——-\ £y ,._;1

tactics or "the ro

(/x/* G

Rusgian tactics

to defend Noxrth Viem in ::et for BoT o SIS wbakit _—
e f’?‘\(‘k—a‘ i"’“/; - i, o Mkd ,,,”"Vx ‘/ q yp l!:’ing

guerrilla warfare/ without any spmauular incidents,

"The Russian line would be that }
North Vietnamese would ktill win in: the South~~but it would take them
2=~3 more years ending at the conferemce table, But then the North
Vietnamese would teke over a prospama; orderly oountry;“ he
explained.

He explained that the Chinese method; which presumably the Russians i
would upposo; would be "very rough indeed® with "ehaotic political
confusion® instead of invieible subpersion., He predicted if Hanoi
chose this course the Communistes would launch a two-pronged attack
on the ground south of the seventeenth parallel in both Lsos and
South Viet Nam,

"Between dawn and mid-day, the Communists could easily muster

25,000 peasants to march om provineial capitals in the northern 3
provinces," he explained "and if they mixed gwith them an armed

battalion we'd newer be able to stop k them."
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"In short,"” he continued, "It's not yet clear whether the

n‘&dn bombing of North V@etna mis a ﬁs half-solution to a

problem~-or whether it simply creates ag second problem,."



	363-07489
	363-07490
	363-07491
	363-07492
	363-07493
	363-07494

