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Appeal ene

Saigen-<The political arm of the Communist guerrills mevement M
here has appealed te South Vietnamese seldiers and efficers te "swing
your guns around and join the peeple in resisting the U.S.-Diemists."

Amﬂiwto relisble reports reashing here, the appeal vas made
by Nguyen Hou Te, eh- rman of the m Central Committee of the
National Liberation Front fer Seuth Viet Name. The M front is the
main politicsl mouthpiece eof the Communist (Viet Ceng) guerrilla
organizatione

The impertant appeal was carried in a Vietnamese language breadcast
from Radieo Fanol on September 9. A day later, the New China News Agency
in a Radie Peking brescast in English te Asia and Burepe further publieized
the Hatienal Liberation Frent sppeal,

The appeal was made five days after the Vietnamese commander
of Cambodian erigin induced his whele Civil Guard cempany te defect from
the government ranksy oam in a province sixty miles southeast

of Saigone Thirtyseven men in the company later returned but still
missing are twenty seven men, seventeen carbines, eighty grenades, one
radio, one autematie xif® rifle and one Thompson submachinegun. Provineial
authorities have been unable te persuade the remainder te returm to the

government side.

(More)



Deepe
Appeal--2

The Hanoi breadeast appealed to the seldiers and officers--whish &t
refer¥ed to as "dear friends"-- te "make up your mind te sbanden the enemy ranks.
Swing your guns around and join the peeple in resisting the U. S.-Diemists in erder te
save yourselves and the natien.”

The breadeast eentinued; "Certainly now you have understeed fully the regime
for whese sake you are ebliged te carry guns and die. You must think it ever, dear £=
friends. Standing befere your gun barrels are citisens who do not went te endure
shame and lese thelr fatherlend te the enemy, religious persens whe request nothing but
religious equality, snd students and pupile whe went demecratis freedom. Your
relatives are smong all thase peope peeple.”
The appeal was interpreted here as an attempt te drive a wedge between
the regular amed forces and the Vietnamese government of President Nge Dimn
Dinh Dieme Many observers here believe that thmememrsrmbmnd Pruumt Diem
@n be everthrown enly by dissident elements in the regular armed ferces in
the Saigen area
A more signifieant aspect ef the appeal, hewever, would result if it sheuld
capture the emetions of the paramilitary unite in the provinces. These
Apsramilitary unite-~called the Self Defense Corps and the Civil Guard--live
in their hoje hometowns, bear the brunt eof Viet Ceng attacks on small hamlets
in the previnces and are mere frequently barraged by Viet Ceng propaganda.
While the apmmak Viet Cong appsal was notrptnet directed te the paramilitary
units, 4if they should defect inm large numbers with their wespens and ammunition,
many ebgervers believe it weuld he & significant change in the war effert.
The number ef government desertiens is classified. However, some treops
have been known te desert their unit te rej dim thedr family, but net te jein Viet Conge
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