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, INTEE B fFuD
(This is the first of a two-part series om I¥ the|international W

@ implications of the alleged pro~Communist peace group called the

Allience of National, Democratic and Peace Forces).

; 't@,m,_ z S
SAIGON, M2Y 2~The announcement of the S nationm~level committee

members for an alleged pro-Communist peace group is considered here to mark
a signific'nt politic:l step towards an all-out coordinated Communist
drive to topple the elected govermment of President Nguyen Van Thieu,

‘ . Relisble FEBBs Vicinmese sources here believe the ennouncement
of the pesce group's leadership, made over the week-end, marks a orucial
turning point for the American-backed, onti-Communist government here. It
is not considered a eclear-—cut politic:l defeat for the Thieu government, but

T it does represent an acceleration in the erosion of political strength

if 4 R

in the govermment-controlled areas, Hence, the formation of the ff¥ffo~member

Allisnce is considered as surfacing significantly and openly revealing the
continued state of crisis and the unsolved problems of Thieu's elected

governmen-g vhich was £FP@FU inaugurated into office ¥ last October.
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The announcement of the leadership for the Allisnce is also considera;i
like%i&gg}*e to offer the pretext for the Communist#d t to use the name o:r
the movement in the future to perpetuate their so-called "general uprisings"

in the cities and towns while simulta.qeiously launching a concerted diplomatic

offensive to win over it leftists e insitas ad 1ntemationalm"

_@az Washington~Hanoi peace talks are temporarily@&&i deadleocked on

finding 2 conference sgite.

“"The Communists are interested in the substance rather than in the
semantics of words like *'front' and 'allisnce'," one Vietnamese political
source explained, "During the French Indo-China war, the Viet Minh was
technically known as an alliance, while today the Viet Cong are called a

front. During the @ Indo~China War, Ho Chi Minh organized a
front within a front; now the Viet Cong have orgenized the‘@w new

Alliance as an appendage of the National Liberation Front, or a satellite to it.

In general, the Communists want bigger and bigger conoept? ,5% attra,ct
HﬂﬁJ;s’“ 3 %

an ever~widening base of mass support.™ If the America.n'{; want to negotiate
@ with thedi@r new M Allinnce®® to dump the Thieu government, fine--
but Washington rejected that? jdea, so now they'll try to destroy the

Thieu government by thomselves.”
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Just what form the Communists will use o topple 86 in their

y$tempts to overtharow the Thicu goveranment is still unknown hercs Some
believe their @ politicel offensive would be rﬁ nede in om
conjunction with either ground asseults end/or rocket attacks on the
citics nnd townae Saigon is currently in 2 high state of tension and
uneesincss #a developments of this kind have bheen predioted %6 for
more than o weck by the Vietnemese and Americen military commonds heres
Other sources believe the Communists will turn more and more townrds
politiosl ~gitetion, mubversion, attracting urban @S58 dissidents,
propagenda ond terrcristic sctivities as the 3 on sponrhead to destroy

the Thicu goverament, with military forces pluying a distinctly supporting

roles
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The short=range, immediate significance of ennouncing the national-level
commi ttee members of the Allisnce last weck~end is comsidered by
Vietnemese political sources to bes

1. This is the first known migration of as many as Fiuais(c) oo

personalities of what & cmounts to the upper-crust, snob-set Vietnomese

moving to the pro-Communist side since 1960 when the National Liberation

Front ﬁ. itself wes establisheds 'i‘his ig not considered an outright
defection of pro=-Americon, anti-Communists to the pro-Communict campe The
important members of the amounced Alliance are not EAWoR known here as
anti-Communistss several have histories of pro-French leanings or

pro=socialist and pro-leftist peace leanings or activities in the paasts

Yet, thecc committee members are not specifically known to Sai gonese

as Communists either, nor is there jmmediat’y specific evidence of Communist
backgrounds, informed soume« reports While numerically insignificant in
political terms, the ;ﬁ personalities—intellectuals rather than politiciang=—
are nevertheless considered ag psychologically impertant in softening the
atﬁtu&w ¢f other urbagites towerds the Communistss Communist radio broadeasts

indicate more than the m have been officislly nomed to the committee, but

: m their nemes vere not relecseds I
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since 1964, Allied counterinsurgency experts here predicted--and

ferred-~-this specific moment when, as one said =% the time, "the Communists

will eventually m attract very respectable non-Cemmunists to front

for them—-but behind the scemes the Communists will hold pewers This will

T,

be a very clever m ploy by the Commumistg=-and a very difficult one

for the Allies to counter."™
,:2,,- In terms of guerrilla geopolitics, the Communists heve mode political

inroads into the cities at a time when militarily they are attempting to
encircle some urban centers from the eutgkir@ and tm?‘gﬂgnonomicﬁlly ;tgmy

are trying to strangle these populated centers from &)roduca f?*? the

In ocaptured documents, the Communists have revealed thet

countrysides

simply dominating the coumtryside to encircle the cities is indecisive for

thems they must moke gains in the cities and towvng as welly that while

the pessants are the foundation of the r&WETUTIO their so-ctlled revolution,

the revolution will fail without either the passive or active cooperation

of some middle and upper-class elementse The Alli=nce for & National,

Demcorstio oxj Posgy Foppes,  PERSETE pgoen ol vifely 4% #4009 o0 s

oG B
Communist inspired and organized,} .‘m hence the first suri’aoing of these
R

upper-crust clements actively joining the Communists in m their

hideouts in the jungle of\ﬂaeir Combodien sanctuariess These upper-crust

elements are in addition to secret Communist agents snd £ifth~cTham oo

columnists which have penetrated social and religious orgenizati "n; ixg *t.‘ne

S,

cities as well as mony TEe echelons of the anti-Communist governmenﬂand or'-ay‘
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nqhore's no indication this Alliance has s broad base,” one informed

source explained, "Nor doos it cluim to have, It is obviously &
d#om ond oxtension of the Naticnel Iiberation

erention el
Front and Henol, aithough this does not mean everyome im it is Communists
ability, but

Those individusls are not known for their politicel BIl

for their intellsotusl atendingeess

“But unquestionably, there is alot of GOA politicol confusion in

rolitionl
tho eitics,” he contimued. “There's alot oﬁfa:;mp:;t}u‘hbling up and around.
Slomly, Thiou =nd the government, in sort é;};iéémr movement, s’ -
twying to form & strong political structure vhich doesn®t exist heres
in order to got o broader mationsl govornment, BE; it is still in
the formative stage, and-bo-be-reeidwbbey and many ¥6l realistie
Victnomese politicisns believe th 't we are getting %o the end of the shooting
hore==moybe in one month or one yours mwﬁf the non~Communists are
going to stand wp against Communist pressure, the Thicu govermment eh
ospeeislly with % roots in the provinces,

noeds o political basey, but these politicisns find it herd to put agide
their personnl differonces to build ite But, éwmmx I don't wont to
overentate the progress that has been made W towards that goals Even if
overything wont according to schedule, they cou mﬁmmmfs‘m
non=Communiots could not do it in 2 yoore The egssential problem is
there is no politiceol idoology on the non-Communist side. ﬂ'hé nationtlist
political porties were important thirty yeors ago, but they're nothing now
and ‘fa they have nothing new to offer the populations®

s=more routor
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In short, while the Commumnists are hove mode thedr first tepmste@s
politicnl oteps to move up the cconcmic laddery the nti-;gnv?i'éﬁﬁ-cmuniat
politicol forces are nttempting to move down the oconomic ladder into the
pensant ranks of the countrysidos

The Communist redio broadoasts during the Tet offensive in late Jenunry
- §iie Allicnce for of Nationol,

firat mentioned the ATIITHGYS Lo
pomoeratic snd Pence Forces, umder a Vir variety of n'mes, as represonting

e roturn % of the governnent 8T the people in Hue. Later the comuittec
Bm monbers for MEESSe chopter WHE TEFSTHIEDHSSS

in Huo a2nd the two northernmost provinces of Queng Tri and Thua Thions

Le Ven Hooy o professor of ethnology 2% the Universities of Saigon and Hue
was nomed chairmons Ho wos tH6™1s the son-in-law of a businecssman closely
idontified with ifie ocoonomic mennging the economic interestn of HEo Mrs.
Neo Dinh Fhu, the brUTHEFSEE=ENI oister-in-low of tho late Precident Diems
the busincssm n was also a ¥ disth relative 5y by marriage to the Diem familye

Nemed doputy choirman was a lady, lrse Tuong Vy, o former dircctor ¢ of an

fmportont ¢irits 50HOU, school in Hue ond the nother-in~low ofa & Vietnomese
goneral, ocurrzently hoad of the politicsl warfare department, as well as the

mother=in-law € & rich pharmecist who is currently acting as an assistont

¥ e

e

to President Nguyen Van Thieus ¥os Also nemed deputy cheirmen wes
Buddhist monk, the Venerable Thioch #8u Ksm, 8 his smz;m{protego, Hoang

Phu J Ngoo Tuong, was a n'med secretary goencrals The Venerable Thich IBY Hou,

a Buddhist spiritual le~der who was heir apperent to Thich Tri Quang in Hue,

is nlso listed on the newly-cnnounced committee list for saigon. Some Buadhiat
g ocep tured by the Comnunisto dring tn? battlg oi’ Rxm and

— believe he wa
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fLlso during the Tet offensive, Communist rodio broadcasts
jtur chopter had been estabiishedy but

no nomes were listeds Last weck-ond, both lLiberation Badio md E&noi

Redio mentioned that the Seigon am&ttemm oxp

~*1ma1~1m1 omitm\f had mﬁ m ;‘;;ri}. 29—- 3,,,{ EITAC LT nu

»»J{Tlaad@ra. mgpm@m is 4 deseribed here as & earbon copy of the ld= oint
Notioncl liberation Pront progromg i1ssued last mptemher: ﬁ‘i@n terme
of thoi® mein objectives of fichting the commen enemics of the Thicu-Ky
government and the Americanss However, the tome is less strident and the
words are less biaseds " "the Americons®™ reploces the Commumist language

of "the imericen impericlists,® for examplcs
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the threo regional divisions of Vietnam, ﬁorthf Central and muthﬁm;‘
P roligious froupk groupings and of verious prafesaaans?

although heavily Wieg wi@md samrdz; lawyers, doctors ’aml prafessnm, ‘

‘which are consisted the weIT=eWNEt oducnted layer of Vietnamese sooietye
The chrirmon was listed as  Frinh Dinh Thao, = seni-rotired salgon

1%y lamyer, m sizty years of age. He was bﬂm. 3.!; Hozth

Vietnan, but moved to tha South at middle age "and epake with o Southern
W" one Southern mﬁm@d‘ Bis 1% law degree wes esrncd from

hig studies in Pranceg h:ts pony, olso a lewyer;is morricd to the doughter

of one of the richest jemlers in seigon. Thao was oonsim by informed
seigonese to '@ "buddy-buddy® with Hguyon Huu Tho, hend of the ﬁr—ﬁtionﬁl
Iiberntion ?rmt; the two lawyers mp&ried worked mgeth;ar in peace movements

at the end of the Fremch Indo-China Wer, when in 1952"‘%’% was reportedly

arrested by tho Snigon government and cent to Heiphong, otill
an open port for the exchangs of ﬁ.a refugees and soldiers before coming
under Communist 6%¥o controls Theo was repcrtodly told if he wanted to side
with the Communists he could sa atay up na North and live with thoms Hpvever,
he reportedly left Hairhong ond returned %o south, some sources say vie
Parise In 1965, he was ag?;n exvosted for B ol aigxing a pro-Communist

pﬁﬁﬁmmnd“ Wao one of GATe0 pOTSONS The ULl

was tried by o speoml tribunel and then roleascde

=more router
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"Thao is Justm& hipple; bdut on old hippie,™-
one i%ai@xm who knew him explained, "He sponds all day mm his dogne
He hes twenty dogs ond he mnds A 20,600 piastres ($200) a month Just
for dog foods Tho Pest ai ﬁh& tima he juat tfffﬁ care of his mgc:- EToove e

"W Although the mgwa bring hin in several humdred thousond

piastres a yoar, he grows them just for their beouty." :

Vice T4 Chairmen Lam Van Tet is a Southern~born Crno Deist,
o megideus roligious sect Wsahigp:lns Buddha, Confucius, Victor Huge and
Jomun &hrist; Tot was rather prominent in Saigon as the chairmen of the

A11=Rolisions Cftizens Front esteblished in 194 with the Rev, Hoeng Guynh
representing the Catholies, and ath{ers rem«ze:;ung the Hoa Hoo and Buddhisto
and Coo Paictse “Tet i:s kind of »/ profam&anal chairman," one sedigonene

B, oxploined, "He'd be ohhirmen of any kind of group that acked him,
Mnd mony groups adsked him, 5 so0 he % would contribute to the mm

some beccuse he § was such a nice mans He never got mad, no matter how
much anyone sriticized him, and if the group wouldn*$ lct him ¢:lk, he'd
Jjuot =it thére end keop his mouth shut.” He is reportedly rother olderly;

s

¥y roughly seventy ye rs old;and walks with & cene. Thile listed

’ .
as an engincer, a more accurate translation would be a land surveyorj

ho is also & large londowmer, which Viet Cong ~nd Honod radio broadcists
if ‘AT

conveniently 4 failed to mentions go yan for but lost his clection to m""

e T,
the ou rent 5e upper house of the leglslature that is now in scosion.
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A second vice cheirman 1_6'/ the Byddhist monk-Thich mfm Hau,
vho 18 also d¢ vice chairman of the M&mpwr 13/;3 Hoy like the
chairman of the Hue grouping, aore thought to be in hiding outside of
Hyey vwhere heavy fighting has token ;plaaa :m the - pastLew days be tween

Us S Army 1lst Air Cavelry,™ 10lst .&ix'borne smﬂ Horth Vyetnomese Army

unitcs

%cmﬁary:" Duong Iy ._ms. merzta& i?; his anti-government
netions in 1965, was one of three gen's over the Ben Hai bridge to Nerth
Vietnenm in 1% that yeor, Mt to Paris and returned to Snigon in 1967,

informed sources reports Active in the past ﬁ :Buddhist-mapi:ed

demonstrotions and orisis agninst a succession of govermments fwnam::g
the £211 of ﬁ%ﬁgo Dinh Inem, he was a for a time a profesaor at the '

{ oy A i J'\ i

=amare ryoutor
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e
Lisfated ng assistande mretary genaral is a ﬁmr 7eli=knoun,

wealthy womsn doctor inm saigm, m Duong Guynh Boas oW >
she mointeined a good medical

in her luote thirties br oarly § SEtion,
- practice of her om end left behm& a fashionable ville on Hong Thep

fu Stroet, in the clegent Fremoh quarter. She had recoived her &

doctor?s degree in Framce, and FETIETBG & reliable sources who knew hor

said she was once engaged to a m E‘ranchmem whe wos a membor of the
Communint Party. He died before they were married and she never wed anyone else.
she was bitter for smatim, these sources say, bec use hor BFONE

el

brother: = g e lawyer in the resort city of palat was murdevered and

robbed, supposedly by hooligens, in the carly 196084 ?i:ut she susgpected
that government agents during the Diem regime committed the crime,. Hermf
father, from m o woalihy Southern family, is af retired toach ‘at ‘
a French boy's school in Saigone

nsho's just a hippie,” one m Saigonese seid, referring to
Misc Hone "She's ohorming and richs But why didn't she get mayried ond enjoy
1ife and help her olicnts who need a good m doctor? Instend she is
going into politics, sacrificing her fumﬁ;g‘or 'zha d}mb peozam 1:1 the

sountryalde, Just to be iﬁ fooled by thm Communictse”

==moro router
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she had been ~rrested by the gom;-x;aeﬁh% !
TSRS in 1965 and 1TF was rolo: sod B =

4 socond eascistant secretary general was f’!&if listed as Le Hieu
pang, who was well known as m deputy SEE1 ohairman of the ¥ign

saigon STNEPPER Student Union, with headquarters on $# tho meinstrect of

saigony in 1966 and 1967, He was known to have perticipated in the
Amorics ne=sponcored oummer m student progronms which helped
rebuilt and clean up some of Seigma's slum districta.

A third agslatant secret ry gemeral, Thanh Nghi, 4is known as the
suthor o o Frouoh-Vietnamese diotionerye He holds 4 the coulvalont
of » master of arts dogree from France. Neoarly f£ifty, he ig considered
by enti~Communists as ngort of o beatnik,"” becsuse of his short jogged
paivoutes A frequent coffce-chop gossipy he was often acoused of being
éiv an announcer on Radio Catinat, Saigont's mythical rumor-mill, and was
once put in Jail far some of the distortions ho moutheds The governnent

at the time g’@ qumcted him of working for the French intelligence

agency in Vietnome

=msnore reuter
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Three others are listed as standih'gaoumﬁttee members. bc‘iij’*ﬁ;?‘7“} o
RAnee A
{")N Neguyen Van Kiet% held o government positi &’ dealin with
s Lol 3

[

rimer 1d mlddle-—l vel eduolition
Ac &:Z)p w;x%ﬁp ? :,:M!;fv’f; el L. rgnD

ﬂ” the Univerxgj. ty of Saigome  Tran Trieu Luat graduated from the |/

nti-government demonstrations, and then became a

A

N U ekl

Saigon mowws s vice chairman of the Saigon Student

Union, 1lead aif®
p:}gi"casﬁqgjgat the University of Saigon in the education department,

ele ttle information is availabley cven from official sources,

af?&bout Huﬁ’a"n"' W Huynh Ven Nghi, who BW& was not further identified

by the Communistss

s=more reuter
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\:_.i»*‘ FOv\, /
The/remtion to the names of the committee members seemed to split

into two broad categoriesy*~One, voibed by Southern businessmen and a few

oo S
g M

Northern refugees unable to flee the countryy—wRed.. &&&Maﬂ%

"Pebple are very :r:lch. They have ail kinds of (educ joienal) degrees.

They belong to upper-class familiesw If they can get along with the

Communistd; ¥y can't we?" -

Others, who have suffered bitter past experiences with the Communists,
‘“§®W‘”ﬂ”‘é“¥’%‘ﬁ§rn politicians | explained in the words of omes "These
Southerncrs HIVeH™ had any experience living under the Communistse
The Communists are just using these Alliance people as figureheads, but
they are not given any real power by the Communists. These Ta® Alliance
people are dreamers; they are confuseds The Communist appeaﬂfor

cooperation in this case is as sweet as honey, but they will soon find out

this honey is very sour."

M,_:)"‘é £y

(Hanks I'11 send the second piece tomorrow. Y I'm alsa flying to
cantho for one delta interview, returning to Saigon at nightfall, b
I'11 try to file that story Saturday, Multithanks for your long letter and
generous ~rithmetic, I'11 get\éE% to you this week-end, Alsoy, the

embargo is breaking somewhat on the Ashau Valley operation, and we'll try to

file something on that over the week-end or Mondaye Regards. BeV).

==gndi treuter
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