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341G0N-~Exactly twently years aga this month, am efficlent,
but straggly band of guerrillas wandered through the forests of
Indo~China searching for dowmed Amerdcan pilots.

"o wolked Tifty kilometers (thirty miles) o day, up end dowm
the hillsh" one Sa igom B businessmen recalled. "That was a long way.
I vemember the first day I started walking, I made only twenty
kilometers (12 miles)s I thought it was the end of the worlde
WYhen we picked up ithe American pilets, they woren't used to walking
either—ani they wanted to ride our pack horses. We used to get
so med at them, because t7% the horses slowed us downe-and we hed
10 keep moving fast,

*1 remember we picked up ome American flyer £
with a brain wound, The Prench had moved out a French mmm
fyom the hospits 1 bed and gave it to the mericen flyer, telling the
Jpaw Jopenese authorities he was French. Ve took him all the way inte
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The leader of the guerrilla band wag Ho Chi Minhy now the
President of North Viet Nem, Today, tweniy years latery American
flyers ore bombing his country.

"I remember sleeping every night oir the rice mat om the ground
beside Ho Chi Minh," the businossman continued, "I'1l never forget
seeing Ho Chi Minh sleeping one night im the back of a dirty bakery
shope He stayed there for three weeks--and for three wecks im a nearby
house a Chinese (Wationalist) intolligence agent slepte The Chinese
had beon sent to axrest Ho Chi Minke~but he d4idn*t cvem know Ho Chi Minh
when he saw hime Bveryone had heard of Ho Chi Mink as on important
leader-=but the Chinecse capeve expected him te trevel with o big
entourage and & mumber of bodyguards--but he never dide"

%a%im of reseuding Mmerican flysre--and tweniy yesrs later
4o receive airsirikes by them=~fe one of the many poradoxes of
politics witnessed by Ho CE¥wm Chi Mink during his threee-cvarters of &
sentury of living.

He was first a member of the Fronch Commumist Party--but thirty
yea ‘;n later was to lead the rosistance war ageinst the French
colonielists im Viet Nam, He, o recrult of tho Nosoow Commmist Party—
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mspmssnﬁng the Ruseian Commmdinet Partyy, he wac posigmed
as o mil:}.m ry instructor and advisor with a Ruseien delegetion te
the %g;_’,mpoa ¥ilitary Academy near Conton—vhere e helped traim
Chinege troops for ml‘; *\!. Chiang XKai-shek, During this peri%
he wes to withess the Russians assisting the Nationalint Chinenews
instead of the Chinese Conmunistswewhich mpyxdire was the inttial
split between the Rusniam ;}6. Chinese Cormunist Parties. Later,
while he rsux at Vhampoo, The Chinene Wationaliste: cttempted to
erush the Chinese mmm:., and & young party member nemed
Ka.:p Toe~Tung flod the arcss

o Chi Minh wos a Bolshevik before s young Russiazn official
nomed Joserh Stalim Bed beon heord off lHe was a cardscarrying member
of the Commmist Party when & youthful Chinese named Mao Tse-Tung
was only a vrovinoial resistence leaders

LOIMIAANG '& m ﬁaﬁw

m:nvmwwmmu
is both a mam and a myth. Long agoe feot has beoome inter-twinned with
fictions He was borwm about 18903 his real name was probably
He later write under the numedx name of Ngwen Nguyem Ai-Quoe (Nguyen The
Patriot), ond much later used the alias of Ho Chi-Mimhewhioh mesns the
nost onlipited Gnlightened One,"
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Ho Chi Mimh was born in Nghe Anm province, north of the 1Tth
parallel, of vhich the provinoial cspitel is Vinh, which was bombed during
the Tonkin Gulf orieis in August end vhich was raided frequently im
the oirstrikes w Imorican plenes since February., His fathor was &
Chinose-educated scholar, but Ho Chi Minh's ancestors ha d beem
manderins serving the imporial administretive systeme IHo Chi Mgnh's
Pather——oi ther because he failed or was anti-Frensh--refused to become
o monderin, and a8 a virtuslly penniless teachor traveled to g
leoving behind his ohildren, When Ho Chi Minh was a young teonagory; he,
o0y treveled to Seigom to see his father--who memixhdsr reportedly told
him he wa 8 old enough to teke cave of himself, Like his fathor, Ho Chi
Winh become n driftere-but the Communists still call Saigom "the city of
He Ohd Minhs"

“Whon we were walling through the jungles, we'd ask Ho Chi Minh
gbout his famixy;“ the Saigon busineseman cxzplaineds "But he nover
gaid anything sbout them. He talked only ebout the country--but not
asbout his familye"

Acoording to one report, oven vhen Ho Chi Minh was Prosident im
1945, his sister came to the Presidentisl Palace to see him—but he
sont her home after anly’ a half-hour chit~chat,

"But HO Chi Minh would send me scrawled notes asking me to tea,"

recalled the Saigon businessmen vho had helped search for American pilots.
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"Bven ag Prosident, Ho Chi Mink was & vory simple mem--very kind and
gtméal," the businessman explained. "It was his generals who were
eruel and ruthless. "
After leaving his father in Seigon, Ho Chi Minh became s stovaway
, joom ome & ship to Frances he later worked as a sellor
troveling toBnglend, Burope--and reportedly even to Boston, He
later became a kitchen-hand in famous restourants in France and Mm&,
where he reportedly speclalized im pastry-making, He became am
epprentice photographer and t6 typeos typogrephor.
In 1919, he attended the Communist Third Intormationale as @
2 ologate of the French Commmist Party—vhem Joseph Stalin was still
o minoy official and Mac-Tee-Tung wes & small~fry provincial leaders
As o $6P¥EER yepresentative of the French Communist Party—not &°®
a Vietnomece—he was sent o Moscow for more troining, to attend more
roughout Europe ond im 1925 ho was sent de~--as a member of
a HBussian delegation (he was given Russisn oitisenship and g Russian name)
~—to Canton to advise the militery m Chinese military scedemy training
troops for General Ma;g Kai=-shek, During this period, Ma;xm ?
oporating in a brief "hopeymoon" alliance ﬁth the Chinese Communist Party
in their commomw fight aseinst the Chinese warlords, But the homeymoom was

shattered im 1927--the Chinese Communists dispersed to fight both the worr
opes 9 4 gl o :,,3;: ThY ane © m Gh6Ke.
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Ae the Russian delegatiom fled back %o Moscow, Ho Chi Minh
dmsgpedn vhereabouts bocomo unknowm, but he ® soom re-appoared
in Northeast Thailand and Laos, whore he ostablished Communist
Party cpperatus--and the degree of Communist subversiom in thoege
arcas has yot to suzface to the outeide world, In the late 20's,

Agden bureen for the Hoscow Communist Party--and his responsibilities
memmm:wecmumammm

on Ja.nuary 6, 1930, Ho Chi Minh founded the Tio
Communist Party; os economic depressiom end anti-French sentimonts
spread in ﬁamf Ho Chi @ Winh ostablished recruiting and training
centers for hﬁa codre. One of the rocruite in 1932 was a young
nationaliaﬁyaﬁymmm Truong Chink--now the leader the most
militent pro-Poking wing of the Communist Pardy in North Vietnem.

During the thirties--io Chi Mink virtually faded from the pictuve,
am%;w;ammwmmmmm He was for a
time in §& o British heil im Hong Kongs later he wendered back and forth
o cross the Vietnsmose-Chinese borders When the war ageinst Japm
Jp“h Jepan began, he agtammahhmw for his
guerrilla bonds~—imerican flyors B2 parachuted in supplies during the

final doys of the war im return for anti=~Jopenese intelligence
information and the roscud of American fliers.
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Ae Torld Wer IT onded in the Pacific, Ho Chi Minh's Viet Minh
troops seized mﬁoﬁ‘ from the Japanese an:r &ﬁ?ﬁ Minh as
Prosidents—-z the post he has theld and fought to retain over sinoce.
A yoor later, the French troops returnod to Vietnem to re-clsim their
colony~~the Viedna Viet Minh under Ho Chi Minh immediately began the
anti=-colonial m,,r, which they wom eight years later.

Nowy im their war against te their so-called "American aggressors”,
Ho Chi Mirh at 75 yoars of age appavently has left most of the
decision-maling to the youmger Party nﬂﬂmta, to the Vietnamese
generals who succeeded in defeating the French.

"Ho Chi Minh peccives guests in the old French Governor-General's
Palece," ome traveler from Hanod reporteds “But we dom't know whore 4
he lives, Heo still wears his old battered tumic, with an old pair of
o sondols ond no socks. Ho comes along and lights a cigar at a
eocktail party and is very gallant, offering chocolates to the ladies,
making a fow jokes in fluent English--and then he goes offe "

But in the words of the Saigom businessmem who had searched for:
imerican pilots with Ho Chi Mink twonty years agoy "uncle Ho still
commonds respect, bdut in decision meking, he*ha"“éa tiny voice that is
very far aways"

It's rather the ond of an ora.
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