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{Thie is the first of a three~part series on the nulti-faceted

war in South Vietnam, aa vashington-Henol pea}ca talks begin).
& (v 7

“4/100H, APRIL 10-fs the vorld witohey for highthm.
; talks on Vietnsmy the Communists at the rice-roots lmlj sontinus
ﬁfﬁ%lh up their peoplet's m;

’ EVen an the doorstep of Mgoa, the Communists are rmganinng,
¢ molding, ah twisting, bYending the suburbanite and pes san rural
Wm. easantry to carry forward their war to a more bloody snd

-/
blwrtr andf fiercer dimensione
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4 two=line Vietnmmese Communist jungle in RX¥¥WE racing like a
flash-fire through the population in the provinces outside of saigong
the English translation of the jingle is: "Blood will flow in May. Peace
will come in June."

"The third phase of the war will come soon and the people should
be resdy for it," the Communists are reportedly telling the Vietnsmese
peasents and Y suburbanites in CGia Dinh province, the donut=shaped
province snrromding Saigons -

‘&hia Tet offensive is a six-month campsaign in 1968,'? the
cammists_m reportedly saying. "These six months of oont&‘nwt
offensive i« to prepsre for the future revolutionary government by the
peoples”

" ==more¢ reuter
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Relizble sources indiocate the Communists are telling the
Vietnamese population in Gia Dinh that the first phase of the Tet
offensive was the physieal attacks t.kpc‘!g the cities beginning in
late Jenusry; the second phase of rocketing and shelling installations
has now passedj March 15 ¢ was the month of L preparation for the
third phese--and now the third phase, wi thout "TETEFT ¢ deseription of
the form it would take, im soon to‘Be begine

s=nore reuter
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Thene developments appesr to be a Vietnamese enactment of
Hao Tee Tungts dictum that "political power comes out of the barrel of
a gun." 9i findg eigniﬁoantly,ﬁ s;n,oaneu‘mt offensive’ the Communi sts

hove moved snd mointained their guns closer te Saigen and other urban centers
without returning to their frontier base areas, relisble sources report.

R
The Yeatern standard Vestern observation that “the Saigon government does

not have the support of the people," already appesrs é% P“Wj ‘bo

cotormmen government at the rice-roots level Ts cither sccomodntingy TH
in exile becsuse of increased Communiet military pressure, or is

agoommodsting with the Communists im a sort of staite of cowexistence,

or else ha;s""’:ﬁoen outrizht exeouted strong hard-line anti-Communist
officisnls have been executed outright, Relisbel Reliable sources repert
the Communists - ave attempi ettempting f=-with some success—to chopd

off the Vietnomese government's organization and officisldom at the ﬁ%

rice roots level, and then

o g
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In other casce where the local Vietnamese govermment officials
8t11l sdminister the edicts of saigony the gaepulation appears to get
caught in a corrs erossfire of between contradictary instructions
from the government on the one side and the Communists on the other,

One d¥mpre ourrent example is reported by relisble sources
to involve the cutting of péin‘”‘-“;;'oea eround canals and streamlets, and
clearing out the brush, where the Communiastis often seek cover. Recently,
local pgovernment offiodlals in CGia Dinh p»*i province ordered the population
to clesr out these vegetated arezsy, since these areas ocould not be
defolinted; the Communists countered ihie-eddie 'by ordering the
people not do it saying “we'll shoot anyone who dares to cut and clear
this arca=-und in particular do not touch the nipa palm trees because
we have our men in dheda.and there and they'll shoot you," relisble

sourges reports

In Gia Dinh and other provinces, all dogs in the villages have
— el T O T

been ordered to be killed, to forestall the possibility they will bark

\
at strengers passing thgo—ﬁﬁrﬁ_/ ﬁ”‘ma ~=the Communist tra@&massing

through the areas This 'praotice wes alse SAPEL ordered by the Viet Minmh
during the French Indo-Chins War more than a decade ago.

==giore Treuter =
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For wecks, the population « in Gian wa Dinh wes also caught
in snother =qUST squeesze play in what amounted to a low~level rice
battle between the govermment and the Communiste. The Communiste
had forbidden the population to seel the sell their rice wnmilled

rioemi to the government, and the govermment had forbidden

T

the people to v/mill the un raw padi, which would make it edi‘bié not only
for themselves, but also for the Communist troops. The Communists
pushed the populstion and the rice millers to protest against the
government, naying their lives were being disrupteds. But, the
Communists lost this round and them reportedly ordered the p various
famddgle to aozfﬁ%“iaaivmuaz rice grinders from herdenmed clay slabs
enclosed in rattan eiding, Evidently, this did not work; }(’Win e rly
April, the Communists advised to WEII the peasants to sell their
«‘pmgdi fMe goverment, m&m shortage : of ﬁo§
in the cities because of the American import program, However, the
penasants were specifically forbidden to sonmm;em send
any other produce into the citiesw=their chickens, pigs, ¢ vegeta'bvles,--—
in order to strangle economically the govermment-held =reas, Mo
mumiiigrx plecate the worried pemcants, the Communists promised them
that when the Communists attacked the @WW
agein, they would capture the Americen rice warehouses and ﬁsMMte the

rice freec to the people--a fent they & performed in the Chinese-hsld section

i
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In the other cases, however, the Communist policy and

the govermment's execution of its own pTorTAM & programs aore not in

direct conflict--in fact, they rather compliment each other, For example,
on the question of trenchlines besices dug by ezch family nesr their homes,
The covernment hos ordered the people not to dig trenches in Gia Dinh,

knowing it indicates the govermment has failed to provide adfWT adequate
o o
knowing the population is afraid, "F&
The Communists W% ULHOR

lenient in letting them dig shallow trenches,
Bigp/

throuch propeganda and wita-o1=w word-of=mouth messages, DOZUA a

i

;;;fggfense course, advising the people to dig zigzag trenches,

security--but. the local offiecials,

sort of civ
or L-shwp;;:r’or eross-shaped ones, which offer better protection.

¢ government's within the government's allowances for

5till followWing
shazllow trenches, the Communists have then advised the pd®W®E peasants o stock —

pile banana tree logs, mud and water ne-rby so that whem fighting brezks out,
@ g s A oy

they con quickly build siding and a roof above tff6 shallow trenches The

Communists hove also advised the people that they should wateh for smoke grenades,

which signal American fféﬁ?% bombing strikes, anqbgun f?? tgeir;gqlegﬁthen-—other‘

wise they should not worry too much about Americm;sFBUBTﬁé and helicopter gunshipse

==more reuter
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Communi st monthly -nd annusl produstion taxcs in Gion #

Dinh provincs have alge revortedly jUmPer jumped in some villages from
(’\
. 0
fifty to asecventy per cent since Tet on th®™uurplus of goods afier them—
iftmiliy's noedsg and expenses he ve)baon i, duﬂh,d.
LAO AN €D

or contest smens of Giz Dinh, Communist
Sy S

n ;:Momzmist-hb
afondre hove besvm 02T eal ling on the Eﬁﬂ?ﬂf’of government soldiers
and officinlsy rersuading or ordering them to have their relntives
=working for the government "e@"come back h@mme within ten days or
you will be numiched." The pufifomenR form of punishment wos nob
deserihed, reliable souress re ort, 2nd sonme leewy was given for

exnlenations if ths fomily fﬁ failed to carry out the order.

==more reuter
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lowever, "mmericen #% ngents spying on the neoplete—the

revolutionary development cedre, provincizl reconneissance waits and

censuc srievance team members--are to be "shot without discusgion®, the

Communi~ts hrve stated, recording %o reli?bfngGurces; E%&fié a consequeﬁ&e,
some of these operating even in provinqiel tovme hove begun sleeping in a
differsnt honce eseh nisht, In 565;‘0f the poorly-lefended division headquarters
cities, nleo, government civil servents, rstill shook up after the Tet
attaok‘fnd informed of Communist orders, are also known tofy hide ocut at
night in different homes,
In Gio Dinh, families of hamlet and village officials hove been
t0ld by the Communists that their relatives should resign from their government
8 S—
post andjgeu return homes Lif not the officisl will be killofs Lif he doos,
he will be erented a "guearsntee of safety" Dy the Communiste vi thout
any éigscussion of his past activities for the governuengs or "his orimes ageinst
the peonle." Agm a comseuvuencds, an ecstimated seveniy per cent oif the
governmen+t's hamlet and Vill?ffiﬂfﬁggﬁélﬁ are considered "operating in exile,"
refusing to live in their &ssigned’ particularly at night; some reiturn to te
their assigned areas aurf_:g._\ngr the ¥y S some hove set up their village office

—y 1 A \fz‘:::":" VIR e A
s;evex"-ﬂl*bm miles awaly in the district headauarterp. sources report,

==more reuter
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Vherever possible in'Cia Dinh, the Communists established six
months beiore the Tet offensive a peOpleé;;;EE ﬁortering system, with
very precise organizotion and regulatiansu\—”since Tety, mouth-to=mouth
propagonia, &3 well 2s Radio Hanol and Liberation Radio heve praised
the people who aoted as porters during the g their oowtry-w?g;ﬁﬂﬁsiva.

The Communists have ordered thet any family with five or more
persens—-meni or women or children—~between the uges 15 to 50 should make
available +{wo persons each é&g night that the cadre asks for porier help,
Any f=mily with four persons or fewer in the same age grouping should

contrihute the services of one member of the femily,

"o . =more reuter



zeze oag
Iy 1.’13 i
people ﬁ/(mmasts/dwpe)

Thoso men, womeny or 67, children 5 have beon imstrusted to

bo in tocir homes following the § peme ourfew, ond are to be om call,

a{ Tl ere u vhan roquocted Dy THE 0bQ Vilirge ca.are,‘ to work

in six hour shifts, ¥He cither from ¢ peme to midnicht or from

midnizht to € aeme¢ For scourdty reasons, these pecple-norter ocrews
ar. # guicod by a 1iaison ogent snd are not told wherc they WOUId gos

after corrying the amp‘ ldes for six hours, amthor relay foree picks them

and leapfroge. P
TTTOLTOTNUS tovards the dostimation, | g:xvmg the Communiots £ ¢ight

(/& Ve st ; fa ' b8 - 3 e

,‘
]

seeurity.

Villagers 4 hove been specifically ordered that they oom not hire
M
anyonc tom for themj "you must do this yourself to contribute

to the revolutionary ceuses™ relinble sources reports

= emore routor
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In orgonising this poople~nbFts DORY portoring systom, the
Conmuni st have reportodly I6F 12id out very preoise regulations.
For examnle, wemon ore given lirhter loads--generall é 22=pound oase
of armunitions Men, whether 15 or 50, rro iAFSFENo inctrusted to
carry roushly 50-vound londse=four AK=-47%s or AK=-50's hidden under
e steck of rice straw, onrried on their bk haoks, cr ench person,

s’

men or woniny ia ascigned two (50 mme mortor rounds or Mo rocket rounds,
Heovier ond longer 122 mms rooket oH¥¥H chells are carried by two porsons
por shell,

Thene portering orewsy, moximum of 50 persens per orew, heve been

4 treditional black-pajsme eostume

1!!81;1’!}.0’@6(1 to o b NTiic
and to velk along the top of o dike nesr $fib follage coWS™: covering in

the area, If they hetr mmerican fighter niycraft or helieo,pter b@ cunships,

e

or if thoy beoome iITIML illumin ted with ANTEIS h h:xgl.qamred £1- zea,

the porfers =re ordered to drep dowm on - top of the dike, and form
__..._.-J

a gingle'line to melt into the lm configuration ef the ﬂ dikos,

Ok g

v
H
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"If by chence an 2% airplane swoops down 2nd just starts shooting
at you, Just take it," the Communists have reportedly teld the villagers.
"No one is to move; no one is to break the lines Even if you're hit,

punished,"

don't break the line, If you do, you

(Hanks I had intended to query you about this thregl—zrt series
on the operation piece, but the military didn't releuse m operation
until today, It wes supposed to be released Monday, I-vmewsst, Anyhow,
I've tricd to put in a series the three major components of the situation
herey, since we cun't cover negotintions.s Next piece will be on Communist

military strategy countrywide, based on my weekend interviews, which I

mentioned.in my letter-memo %o yous Third article, is Thieu and Vietn mese
A ™, EQ & S/’

e (i

politicsl sides But, these can be run

gseporately, though I think the series gives more of a frameworke I've
gotten some high-level quotes on Khe Sanh, but am waiting for our weekly

militory briefing, which was supposed to be Tuesday, but now is Thursday.

So, I'1l file Khe Senh interpretive Thursday, =s well as s& second article

ctur tl CAMRLE b > N i
e i R L AR
of STEIS serie;m{ third article

and some foous pieces over the weckend. Regards Bev).
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