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PLEIKU, SCUTE VIETNAM--Communict Zorces hove committed

battlefield atrccitics agninst Amorican soldlersy, U. '« militery

i
U8 cistesteful met in the eyes of the American seurces

vas execuling vounded Americam scoldiers when Communigt forces

>
overrm U, %, military units or rpogitions. 7he corfirmed wviuence
of the ¥xxsgxm strocities is at least two U, He Army soldicrrf‘
-'\_(»-

in this area who were woundecd ~hen their units were overrun, ° shot
in the hend by ~eeEEEEm Ccnmunist trcops~—and mirscuwlously lived
to tell the story.

In addition, other eyewitneases also confirm the atrocities,; the
sources said---but, in thef fury of battle meny eyouitnesses couldd not
be gure if tine Tommunists killed 2 weounded # Ge Ieo—or onec alrcady
Geade Henceo, the oxaect number cof otrocities are difficult to
agcertain, the sources saide. , Buty in oné of the worsi aciions,

50 to 60 of the T6 &z=4 AEe Gins/hnd been shot in the heady, the
military sources =nide

(itore)
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In one other casey, military sources said Viet Cong guerrillas—
as distinct from North Vjetnamese regulars—had mutilated the bodies
of Americmn demd and wounded??dtaken all personal effects on the bodies.
Intelligence sources report captured North Vjetnamese Army documents

order their units to send such personal belongings as letters, watches,

dogtags and rings of the dead fmerican soldiers back to anti-Viegnam

protest groups in"the Untted-StTtes or to the families of the dead
in the United States, as a means to cmuse more diSsi disillusionment
with the American involvement in the war here,

Many American troops, including officers, think the Communists
E;E?;;ready started sending these battlefield ééﬁ% aouvenirs back
to Amecrica, but there is no evidence to confirm this, official

sources saide.

The relatively few,cases in which American units have been
overrun offer one of\iﬁg;%;;;din which Communist forces &an
have the option of committing atrocities agalnst American servicemen.
These battles reprement somc of the bitterest, most furious close
combat fighting in modern warfare.

(More)
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Fow fmerican officers m éenyy however, that in some
instances American trcops have also shot weunded Commund sts on the
battlafield andéd the JSouth Visinemess army has been notorious forzm
its mishandling Comunists f2lling into tm—ﬁ@ government honds,

fmtor

aven suing o far as Yerturing Communlsts who voluaterily defect to

the govermment sides
In thiz IT Covpa military zone, of which Pleiku is the

Vietnamese hoadquerters, there have heen four known cases of

atrocitics ageinst Amerdcen troopsy; Us S military sources saids

—gnu June 22, (1967); a company of the U, =3, Army 173rd

Arborne DBrignde was overrum by the 6th Battalion, 24th Regiment
£ the ¥ rtlL Vietnemese frmy on a jungled ridgeline only two miles
from the f8r frontier fort town of Dsk To.

The Americen company=-A Compony, 2nd Battalion; 503rd Infantry-—
uffercd 76 killed in sction and 28 mounded in sactions IListening to
the high casualiy figures on the radiog the brigadets medics
cohaidered it very unusual to have three times ag many desd as
woundede eéééna Normnlly, eombat coounliies ~re in the reverse—

=ith ithree times ea many wounded as dcade

(Moxe)
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Yhen American reinforcements went into the jungled battle area
to retrieve the dead and woumded, the brigade chaplain, as he
administered the last righﬁgikes to the dead, noticed that many
had head wounds and mentioned it to the brigade murgeons, who,
in turn, talliied between fifty and sizty of the 76 dead had been
shot in the hecad. Medical authorities say that normally in combat,
based on stntistics of World War II and Korea, 18 out of 100 battlefield
denths would be from fatal wounds in the heads. Meny of the
G. I. helmets cluttering the battlefield also contzined bullet holes.

Later, the retrieving company found five American soldiers in
the immedizte battle =rea, who, though wounded, survived by hiling
in the weed=. Some of these told stories of their wounded collangues

screaning *Don't shoot! Don't shoot!' as the North Vietnamese

shot them.
—_—

One of theézdthene five Americans already wounded was himself
shot in the head by an North Vietnamese trooper, but miraculously the
bullet followeébfﬁsido the curvature of his holmet, grazed his =¥

D —
scalp &nd the bullet exited from the back of the helmet.

= -
he—Gommuni st soldiers also sef searched the American dead andtdo®™

-’

(I
tock peronsl personal papers, matches and rings——gome of thesec items were found
on Nonth Vietnsmmese soldiers who were killed later., The Communist units
did not, howvever, seigze all the #immxk M-16 rifles from the American

deads the Communists were armed with the deoviet—made AK~47 rifle,

ﬂ?ich they evidently considered better thin the controversial American
3

se weapon.
(More)
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—~—On Enrch 10, a 25-man platoon from A Company, 3 Battalion,
12th Infantry of the 4th Infantry Division was perched in a fortified
position on top of Hill 86 nerr Tuy Hoa, 230 miles northeast of
Saigon. An estimated 100 Viet Cong—as distinct from North Vietnumese
regulars—overran the American platoon.

"And then Viet Cong women and children mutilated the bodies,"
one military sowrcez saide "A Viet Cong woman would come along, 1lift
the head of the %p G I. by arebbing his hair and a kid would cut
his throat with a knife.” ~@fm Only cix of the 25 survived by hiding

in the bushes.

(Mora)
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--On May 18, near the Cambodian border, a company of the U. S.
Army 4th Infantry Division was on patrol near the Cambodian boxder,
The 4th platoon of the company—~B Company, 1 Battalion, 18th Infantry—
saw three North Vietnamese snipers, fired at them and they withdrew
leaving hchind three packs and documents. The platoon saw another
North Vietnimese and pursued him, hoping to capture himy chasing
up o drmw near a small stream.

Then, a lurth Vietnrmese unlit opened up from both sides
of the stream with a withering hair hail of machinegun and rocket fire,
Seven American soldiers jumped into the nearby strecam—and a North
Vietnemese machincgun sliced down the mtxmax "mterway, killing six of
the seven immediately. Thile the three other platoons in the
company were held dowa by other Communist gunners, the remainder
of the fourth 4th platoon hid in the thickets, firing at the North
Vietnomene unit which had virtually surrounded thom, Blienever the
American soldiers fired at the Communists, which gave away their
position amongst the sapling trees, the Communists returned a
tremendous volley of fire,

The action started at noon and at 3:04 p.me., the last radio
transmission from the 4th platoon was received, saying that it s
surrounded, being overrun,sminttwemmeamm The platoon sergeant requested
American artillery to strike his owm position, which is usuzlly the

final desperate mf request before defeat.

(More)
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The final American casualties in theX 29=-man pl=toon were
¥x 20 killed, seven ‘wounded, one misszing and cne unscratched.
According to the eignt surwvivors, however, +the firing conrtinued
until roughly 4pes 4 pe.mey, falling in crescendo-like patterns into
thek Americen positions Then, shortly before dark, the firing
gamm ceascd and the Nyrth Vietnamese troops "came walking into"
the Amexrican perimeter,

One of ithoe survivors said he rvway laying wounded anong
Tive other Ame: icon kwukm troops, which he thought were all dead.
He sepid the Forth Vietn=mese aprayed the whele cluster of bodies rith
automatic weapons fire, he received mnother wound, thiz time e
grze grasme aeross tie hear heads The Nyrih Vietnomese searched these
bodies=-including him—and teck wallets, rings, watchea, weapons and
ammuni tione Thigs survivors emid he heard a wounded Amcrican holler,
then a gunshot-—and the Amarican stoppzd yelle yelling. Bome
of the Am::icon bedies had gunshot wounds through the back of heod,
whigh =ma distinet from spraying the bodies with automatic weapom:.

Another survivors said that during k the fighting his M/16
8-16 rifle jaunmmed, but he ran to a small tree where an American
sergeant sas protecting himself and he and the sergeant took turns
firing the scergeant's weapone The sergeant was killed during the

fightini and the survivor wounded and as the North Vietnamese
troops walked into the American position "laughing and grinning*

he saw another ncarby wounded Americsn riase u raise wp his hcad =d
and the Nqorth Vietnaes Vietnmese shot hime The survivors said

three or four other wounded Amgricans wWere also shote »
“.“yv -y
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The one Amerc American solidler who vms unsoratched said
the North Vietnmmese kicked him the ribs a few times and tied
his hands back of him and then tied him to a small sapling tree,

Communist ambush

which he assumed wnuld be the lure for a trap when the hmarican
reinforcing company would come to retrieve the dead and wmmunded.
But, during the darkness when the American reinforcing company
mearched only fifty years f yards from the battle site, the
American survivors refused to cmll you out for help, belisving
hopinj; to prevent this compmny from also being ambumhed. The
surivi survivors were not found until the naxt morning,

—On July 12, another platoon from the 4th Infantry Division,

fighting in the same general area nei&¥ the Cambodian border, also

encountered another North Vietnomese unit which virtually ammhiliated

it.
x understrength
The xixthommmfsmam B Company, wikkx 1 Battalion, 12th Infantry

becama spl splintered into three lament elements, with Horth Vietrmese
Vietnomese troops separating each, The one platoon, which was
virtually annhiliated, contained the company command @lement, including
the company commmnder, the artillery and air forward observer.

Only one of this g platoon surviveda
This command platoon was off to tha right of the other tiwo

platoons when the N:rth Vietnamese opened up with mortszrs, the first

of which hit the company commander. He gave gseveral more commands

and then lapsed into shock. More mortars poured in, with the American

artillery officer giving commands, when he also was killed.
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At this point, +the only two who ihmmghimthey alive, thinking
the rest of the platoon was annhiliated, were both Xmiim enlisted
radio telephone operators (RTO's)y who were laying back to back
and were continuing to fire at North Viotnzmese who were wmlking
eround in a casual manner in front and on two mides of theme. Then,
one of the RTO's slumped over and stopped firing, the othar suspedi
suspecting he had diede.

The solo survivors, already wounded, had his owm weapon,
another he had picked up and bis 45 pistol, which he pulled out
to fire at the approaching enemy. It wouldn't fire and he thought
it =his empty; bhe pulled out a grenade and threw it at the North
Vietn:mese about ten feet in front of % him. Then, he slumped
over as tha N:rth Vietnamese casually walked into the k position
of the immobile fmerican unit. One North Vietnsmese kicked the
sole survivors three or four times in the ribs;y the American
attempt-d to hold his breath and remain motionless, but found he
had to breath despite his overt attempts to do otherwise.

The North Vietnamese turnsed him over, took all his personal
belongings, including his watoh and tied ® rope around both of his
wirst writ w@ists. Several North Vietnamese began to drag him with
the rope; he ramsined limp and the rope fell off one of his writ
wrists mnd they stopped pulling him,

The survivor then heard the North Vietnameme directing single

shots t the bogies of the other Americins, which Were thought to be

dead.
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The survivor told an American officer laterg

‘T wesnt't really scared until this time and then I knew theytd
shoot me tcoe The firat tuing they did vas to tuke my ovm helment
and hit me on the heady, but I still was not uncomnsciouse

“Tiien they rolled me over on my stomach and I felt someone
tepz the back of my head with his finger two or three timcse Tho
lest thing I romember was a deafoning ror roar. They had iirecd ny
ovn pistol (#hich he bhad thought wes empty) at the bock of my heade™

The survivor remained unconsi uncon=aeious for a brief time—
the bullet had m swathed a one=fuarier ineh groove mround the top
of his hevd, hut he kad miraco wmiraculously survived,

fwo~thirds of the dead had gunshot woundsi in the hecad, «nd
some of the wmurmmmt dad dead hsd ropes tied sroumd their hands, the

American nmedical authorities reported.
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