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Che -u starJtoi'ul r ct in the. eyes of tho Ar!!o-i•ioan som·ces 

:ras Bxocuti1''J' ,,.,oundcc Am(..l'ican soldiers ,.d10r. Comuru.ni, t force. s 
<� 

overrun u. • military uni ts o:r:- rioni tion,. 'l'ho cor.fii•med · viv..unco 

t:rocities is rt·t lea.at two u. 

in thin urea. i7h.o .. roro · •oundcd. �rhcn thoir ur.i t,.. 

in the her ci by ,, 

to toll tho fft.ory. 

";cmmunist trcopc-an · mir ·uloudly li v d 

In , tl lt:i.011, other oye,. · ... nc,1oen aloo conf1.rm the Htrooi tico1 the 

oourcoF; r,.:icl-· ut, in thc:f' fury of bt1ttle m,c'l'JY 0yo1 i tm,f,B s could not 

be E;ur if t.i:te cimm1..mL,t i::; killed .... wounded G. I. -o:r onu al.rc..a y 

enc : the xaot 11uL1bor of otrooi i ieo a.re c ii'f'icul·li to 

n.occr .Pin,, the nourcos "ltiid. But, in on of .,_ll, ,·:orot , c� ionE1, 

50 to 60 of the 76 � J�e�;:��
-<-

�:�shot in the hua<l., tho 

m:Ui t, :ry souroou .,, id. 

(' ore) 

.. 
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In one other caset military sources said Viet Cong guerrillas

as distinct from North Vietnamese regulars-had mutilated the bodies 
and 

of Americ n de d and ounded; taken all personal effects on the bodies. 

Intelligence sources report captured Nc,rth V1etnamese Army documents 

order their units to send such personal belongings as letters, \'latches, 

dogtags and rings of the dead eriean soldiers back to anti-Vietnam 

protest groups in 2tho tbl:i+ed sti=e';s or to the families of the dead 

in the United states, as a means to c use more diT'si dis illusionment 

ri th the merioa.n involvement in the ar here. 

any American troops, including officers, think the Communists 

already started sending these battlefield s� ouvenirs back 

to America, but there is no eVidenoe to confirm this, official 

sources said. 

The relatively :e�/ in which American units have been 

overrun offer one of they-time · n · oh Oommuni st forces 8mi 

have the option of committing atrocities against American serVicemen. 

Theoe battles repre ent somo of the bitterest, most furious close 

combat fighting in mod.ern warfare. 

(Kore) 
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deny, however, thnt in oome 

j_natc. n or-i 1'. 0:dcan troopo have also sho wo,mded Comr1mu ot., on the 

h::.t.tld'i .,lcl and. the !Jout� 1!:i.ctn,,l:'l�::;o ru.�, y hnr. boo!l notorious fo:rT-1 

oven � ,:.n:; r;o fnr as to tn:r.inc "'!or.amunl ts •:;ho vnhmte. ily dafcct i;o 

L, thi ,� I! Co:;.·1�s mili t ry zone, of ·,h:.ch PJ.eiku in tho 

ThoJ r 

• PI·ny 17 3rd 

·--� 

�n Ho:rm...,.lly, com o.t c::-.<"Juo.li.ics •"'..l�e in ·l,;ho raver!1e-· 
7..;::;..--

· th t;hroc tir.1cs e.a many nounrl0d c.z dead. 

(Moro) 
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hen mo:rica.!l reinfol�cements went into the jungled battlo area 

to retrieve the dead and wo ded, the brigao_e chcplain, as he 

admil".istered the last righ rites to the dead, noticed th. t many 

h,d head .ounds and mentioned it to the brigade Jrgeons, who, 

in turn, tallied between fifty and sixty of the 76 dead had been 

shot in the head. Medical authorities say that normally in combat, 

based. on st tistics of orld ar II and Korea, 18 out of 100 battlefield 

de ths ould be from fatal rounds in the heads. Ma.ny of the 

G. I. helmets cluttering the b ttlefield also oont ined bullet holes. 

L�tcr, the retrieving compaey found five Amorica..n soldiers in 

tho irnmedi�te b ttle · ea, who, though ounded, eurvived by hi�·ng 

in tho ,eed"". some of theoe told stories of their wounded coll gues 

screaming 'Don• t shoot 1 Don• t shoot!' as the North Vietnrunese 

s ot thcr.i. 

One of thes4 the e five Americans already wounded 'Tcls himself 

shot in the head by an North Vietn, cse trooper, but miraculously tllo 

bullet follone JAn.!:!ido the curvature of his helmet, gt'az d his 1'.:"' 
7'-C.. 

scalp end the bullet o:x:itod from the baok of the helmet. 

oeP- oearchod the American dend andt� Trmmunist soldiers also 

took puronsl personal papers, tohes and rings-come of the o items rare found 

on Nouth Vietnamese sol ·era who vere killed later. The Communist units 

did not; ho1·.rovor, �eize all the :At1erci M-16 rif'loo from the Amorican 

dead; the Communists were armed ,, · th the } oviet-mado AK-47 rifle, 

hich thoy evidently considered better th n the controversial American 
r. 

se eapon. 
(More) 
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-on nrch 10, a 25-man platoon from A Company, 3 Battalion, 

12th Infantry 0£ the 4th In:fantry Division was perohed in a fortifiod 

position on top of Hill 86 ne Tuy oa, 230 miles northeast of 

5aigon. An estimated 100 Viet Cong--o.a distinct from North Victmaneoe 

regul·r -overran the eric�n platoon. 

"And then Viet Cong omen and children mutilated the bodies,"  

one mili t'-' y source» said. "A Viet Cor1g :.ioman '7ould come along, lift 

the head of the� o. I. by grabbing hi� hair and a kid �ould cut 

his throat ""'1th a. knife." Only oix of tho 25 ourvivcd by hiding 

in tl o 1..mhes. 

(Mora) 
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-on ay 18, near the Cambodian border, a company of the u. s. 

Army 4th Infantry Di vision was on patrol near the Cambodian boi�dar. 

The 4th platoon of the oompany-B Company, 1 Battalion1 18th +nfantry-

sa r, three ?-Tor th Vietnamese snipers, fired at them and thoy 'Ii thdrew 

leaving behind three paoks and document . The platoon saw another 

north Victn me::ie and pu:rsued him, hoping to o9-pture him, oha,,,ing 

up a d.1' •1 nc a small tream. 

Thon, a rth V1etn- e�e unit opened up :from both cides 

of th<3 stroam · th a ti thering hair hail of raa.chinegun and rocket fire. 

seven Amerio�n soldiers jumped into the ne rby stream-and a North 

Vietnamese maohincgun sliced down the ;m:1;;omx rotcrway, killing six of 

the seven immediately. . ·1e the three other platoons in the 

company 7Crc held down by other Communist gunners, the remainder 

of the fourth 4th platoon hid in the thiokets, firing at the Worth 

Viotmunc. e unit ich h,d virtually surrounded thorn. onever tho 

American sol ·ers fired at the Communists, which gav a.�y their 

position amongst tho sapling trees, the Communists retuxned a 

tremendous volley of fire. 

The action started at noon and at 3:04 p.m. , the last radio 

transmission from the 4th platoon was rocei ved, saying that it raa 

surrounaod, being overrun.�mmmn The platoon sergeant requested 

Amarioan artillery to strike his om position, which is usually the 

fin deoporatc request before defeat. 

( ore) 



The i'inal Junerico.n casual tios in the2 29-man plr0 toon v,ere 

:.t.w 20 killed, oeven vounded., one mis:::iing anc1 one unoora.tched. 

l\coordint:, to the eir;ht su1'"Vivo:rs, honeve:r, tho firing oontinucii. 

tho /.rnc1·icr-m perimeter. 

One of tho survivors said ho nay laying wound.eel. ar.10ng 

fi Vf; o-1-;hcr Amv ic<'n � troons, which he thought ·•ere all doc.d-. 

He "lnid tho rrorth Vtctn""mese "!prayed the ·vholo cluoter of bodi0s ·rJ. ·�h 

autom•,tic · ·oc>pons .fi:re, he rece:i. ved not.'1.Jr -mma., thi c1 timo a 

bodien--including him-and took vm.ll')t0, :rings, 1:a.tcho"", �•ea.pons and 

arll..'lluni ti on. Thio ou:rvivors cnid he hoard a wounded American holl0r, 

then a gtm:'.'lb.ot--a.nd. the .t1m :dean stopp _,d yollc yellinc. �m0 

of tho Am:, -·icon b diet"J hail ,zu.n'1ho't 70U.YJ.de: tb.:roucn the bade of' head,t 

•;-,hi h ··":1"' c i-1tinct from rJpra.ying tho bodieP 't'.ii th autom t:i.o weapom. 

nothor survivors said that dttring k the fighting his M/16 

-16 rifle jMnmod, but h0 .i.'an to a smn.11 troe ,,J'!wre an 1\merican 

ool'f}:,rnt a� _p1•otccting hinsolf and hu ond the �erg ·<!'Int toolt tu.-rns 

firing tho ::;urgeant• s 'fuapon. The :31.,.rgvmt wur; l:::illr::u du:-ring the 

fichtin anct the survivor wounded a.nd as the North Vietnamese 

troops ,7alkod. into the 1Une1•icnn position "laughing and :rirming0 

he sail another no"' by ·"ounded. J.morioan riaso u raise u:p his head m_ 

and tho north Viotnaeo Victn-meoc shot him. 'l'he survivors oPid 

three or folll' other wouno.od Amo:i.:ionns \'7ul�c nlDO ruiot. 
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The one .Amero American sol er who ,;. s unsoratohed said 

the North Vietn coo kicked him the ribs a fe, times and tied 

his h, nds baek of him and thon ti d him to a small sapling tree, 
Communist ambush 

which he assumed uld be the lu.ro, for a trap whon the rican 

roini'orcing company - ould oome to retrieve the dead and undod. 

But, during the darknoss \"Jhen tho .American reinforcing company 

carohed only fifty yea.rs f y�ds from the battle site, the 

Americn.n survivors refused ·io o l you out for help, beli ving 

hopin to prevent thi ... comp ny from al 30 being ombu 10d. The 

surivi survivors were not found until the n xt morning. 

-on July 12, another platoon from the 4th Infantry Di.Vision, 

fi ghting in the somo general o.roa ne the Cambodian border, also 

enoounterod another North Victnnmeco unit whioh virtually annhiliated 

it. 
x understrength 

Tho �m.nmtflDDm » Company, wkD l Battalion, 12th Infantry 

opl splintered into three l ent elements, with orth Viotruneae 

e one platoon, uhioh s 

virtually annhiliated, contained the comp ny oommr. nd lemont, includin 

tho comrJany comm der, tho tillory o.nd air forward obsorvor. 

Only one of this � platoon survive 

Thi s command platoon was off to th right of the otb3 r  t ro 

platoons .hen the N rth Vietnameso open d up · th mort- s, the first 

of ich hit the company commander. Re gave several more commands 

and then lapsed into shook. Jlore mortars poured in, :'1i th the 

tillory offioer giving commands, when he also was killed. 

erican 
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At this point, the only two who tiJ:nJRptiro:tin• alive, thinking 

the rcr-it of the pl0toon rraa annhili -ited ; ,·;ere both :rauiiw enlisted 

radio telephone operators (RTO' s) , who ·mro laying back to back 

and t!rorc continuinc to fire at North Viotncmc e mo woro 

e.round in u. caoual manner in front and on t o ide o of' thorn. Then, 

ono of tho RTO' •7 "'lumped over and 3topped firing, the oth 1� suspocti. 

auspcctj_ng he h0d. died. 

The solo stt!'Vivors, already 1oundod, had his ovm weapon, 

anoJtihor he had picked up a.nd hi s  .45 pistol, which he pulled out 

to fire nt the approaching enemy.. It :rouldn' t fire and ho thought 

it :::; empty; lle pulled out a grenade and threw it at tho North 

Vietn· m se about ten foot in front of i him. Thon, he slumped 

over as th N rth Vietnamene casually ralk:od into the * p ositi on 

of tho immobile JJ'.llorican unit. Ono North VietnGmose kicked the 

solo survi voro throe or four times in the ribs; the American 

attempt d to hold his breath a.nd remain motionless, but found he 

had to bro, th dospite his overt attempts to do otherwise. 

The North Viotnruncoe turned him over, took all his personal 

belongines, includillG his w-a.toh and tied ropo around both of' his 

wirst -;irit wrists. sove.1 0.l l orth Viotnameoo began to drag him with 

tho rope ; he 1• · ned limp and the rope fell off one of his writ 

wrists nd they stopped pulling him. 

The survivor then hoard the North V1etname e directing single 

shots , t  t o  bo os of tho other Amoric,ns, which ere thought to be 

dead. 



The "W.'vi vor -'cold 8.n American off'icer l,1ter 1 

1 I ·-.,� , ,n • t re,.t.J.ly sen.rad until thi '1 timo and th0n I kno•g they ' d 

shoot me -�co. Tho fir t thing thuy did. ,,c e to -�· co my o'f"l?l h0lm0nt 

nnd hit me on the head, f)Ut I :;·till 7as not u.ncon�::oiouo. 

n ,.l1iwn they rolled me ovc:r on my stomach and I felt someone 

to.p... �ho beck of' my head with hi s finger t•·ro or three times. Tho 

lf' J ,  thine I ror:tember -r.ns u d0afonin0 ror roar. They hac' fired my 

ovm pi sJ.;ol (- :hich ho h- <l thou )1t -i s  empty) at t 10 )r cl� of' c.y hcnd. ' 

'l'ho <:.urvi vor rein ined unconsi UJ:J.Con •;oif)U'J for a b1·i cf time--

ouncl the top 

o1 hi s llct d, u.t he had mire.coo Diraculously survi vcd.. 

'1 o-thirds of tho dead had gunshot •,ounG.: · in tho hood, ... nd 

$OIDC of t .e '� dad dead h; d ropes ti eid ' 1·0  

/\mc:dcan ace'· c ul c2utho1·i tie s ro 01,tcd. 

-3 

their ha.ndo, the 
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