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SAIGON, APRIL %ha supreme Viet @i Cong @% command has directly
taken charge of the political activities and militery operaztions in the
capital of Seigon and surrounding provinces.

The move to give direct control e 1o the supreme headquarters,
called Gentral Office, South Vietnsm (9 (cosvi) was made in November of
lagt year as & prelude to the comunist Tet offensive, and dis = {. jf

b a2 4\/?‘ £ L

considered to ﬁ\ﬁ:op 7o edhesenasentarerioi, A recent
intelligence report, ba,sed on prisoner and defector interrogations and

documents captured during the Tet offensive, has for the first time
detailed the change of the politiesl=-military command in the %
capital and peripheral provinces. v

=more reuter
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In & command sense, the consemaseser, Teported continuation of

8 direction by COSVH wemEsmmnel® indict te 40 reli}'%ble observers that
A ’j; } L 4

the Communists are prepared for blgger battleq“rtr] wFhan @ secctions
of Saigone

wphis ig just like General (williom < C., ) Westmoreland sending
General (Creighton) Abr@ms up north to set up a forward command
and to control all &merican milite ry operations along the demilitarized
wPhe Viet Cong have set up a COsVN-forward

Zone, one souUrcep explained.
nesr Seigon to give them bvetter control and. coordination.”

==more reuter
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COSVN, however, does not control all of the multi-faceted wer
in sSouth Vietnam, In Juney 1966, the North Vietnamese High Commend
reportedly assumed direct cherge of the milit ry-political war in the
Pri-Thien-Hue Region and Region 5 The former consists of the two
€8 northermost provinces of Queng Tri and Thuan Thien, where U, Se

Marines =nd soldiers =re meeting continuing resistence, and the city of
o This region,¥ with a2 regional Communist Porty

committee eatablishod to give over-2ll poliiical guidance, is also

believed to sonirol the central part of the Leotien panhandle. Military

Region 5 controls the coastal portions of the provinces of Queng Ngai,

Queng Tin, Binh Dinh, Phu Yen and Khanh Hoa. It also provides political
supervision and direction of guerrilla activitiesw—~but not main force operations=—
in the highlend provinces direetly west oﬁpto the loos~C:mbodian borders.

==more reuter
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The details of the recent intelligence report indicates that in

_
Nobem November last year, "all military and politic 1 forces ~round

snigon were oriered to be integrated into one big zone under the direct

command of COSVN.™
Codencmed T=T0O0, the new region integrates the Iormer zone

including gre: ter-urben Saigon with the Communist baese aress to the north
and northwest of the capitals Before t November, Saigon, iﬁ;;its T -
Chinese twin-city of Cpolon znd suburban sections of Gia Dinh jprovince were

later called Military Region 4. A special zone !

considered a special 2zone,
* directed

the control of both military and politienl affeirs is AITOOLLY
by the military orgonisations, é?%’whlle in a dﬂstand rd milit=ry region,

s are established for political and military asctivitiess

seprate siructure
The provinces, forme forming Military Region 1, fanning in a wide arc north

of Sa Aggon from Combodia to the South China Sea, has now been integrs te& w1th
RE

urban Seigon to form T—?OO.‘ : ;
~ - N & fbam.f7% = ; v
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The main purposes of the change are considered to bes

le The direct COSVN command gives the Viet Cong more flexibility
and speed in shifting units from their base areas inm the provinces into
the Saigon perimetery; since intermedizte commond echelons have becn
amalgam-ted or orasode :

ngfféétt@rlgéo:dinatinn gégsgnytromp unitsy, hoth Viet Cong
and North Viotn'mese, and politicsl activities.

3e Gives COSVN direct '
peoliticol-militery underground operating in the Saigon area ond Claee
now considered to be under UM jurisdiction of the VFETE MU=

control of the

nearby areas
anti-Communist Vietnamese governments

4«_,:";5&553 authority for COSVE represent= tives to solve Iﬁb

loczl problems directly on the spot, thus cuiting ’@ burecaucratic red tape
and saving time,

=more reuter
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In = dooumentary analysis released by the Americon mission in March,
the writer notess "The total reorgemizetion (arcund Srigon) in lote 1967
is revealing of the Viet ngg'é capability to change to meet the current
siturtion, for hore we have not 2 simple series of mergers, but a
completely new design that abrogetes all IFE%re historical precedents"

==more reuter
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The T=700 region is divided into six sub= W e Comma
pepmTe ot lecst one representative from COSVH.

gub-commend One, stretching twenty five miles north of Saigon,
ipoludes two districts once 177 CR GORRINCIST under the War Zome C
command in the provinced of Binh Duong, a portion of cf® cu chi
district where the U, S, Army 25th Divigion is based, and the districis
of Go Vap °nd Hoe Mom, in Gia Dinh provinces'sfrowmr: which surrounds
saigon. These latter \# two districts were the scene of heavy fighting
during the CUINMNEWt Tet offensive;f used by the Communists in attacking
Pen Son Nhut airbase. &= Government intelligence sources have confirmed
the presence of four autonomous, mobile battalions of the Viet Cong
Regiment 1654, which are thought to be reinforced by a2 number of
wnidentified heavy weapons units and Horth Vietnamese army elements.
A number of Viet Cong regional and guerrilla forces as well as sapper
platoons and pelitical agents are oper-ting in this ares, sources saids
= =more reuter
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sub~Command Two,xEEeEx situatod south and west of Saigon, encompasses
Biny 4% chonh ond Ten Binh Districts of Gia Dinh provinced and two
districis of Heu Nghia province--Duc Hoa and Duc Hue districts, Some
of these districts are considered jmportant routes of infiltration of weapons
and supplies directly from Cambodia into the multi-fingered canal system

on the outskirts of Saigon. This sub=Command contains six main-force

batitalions——one battalion of &ravy weapons, another battolion of 1654

Regiment, threc battalions of the Viet Cong 9th Division and one batta lion
& up-graded from regional force ranks, which is mainly responsible
for guiding ond spearheading units unfamiliar with the the aret.

==more roeuter
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FOC

“§ib=Comm-nd 3, stretching south-southeast of Seigom, includes
Nhe Be district of Gia Dinh province and three districts of Long An
province. Fqu‘@ggn—foroe battallonéuhave been confirmed oper=ting
in this ¢ of these were former Long An battalions, the 506th and 508th,
and two are primarlly Horith Vietnamese Army batt<lians which have assumed
nemes of two famous Viet Cong units~-the Phu Loi battulion and the Dong
Ngei battalion, AUToRm Auvomods Autonomows compsnies and sopper umits
for sabotage HEF purposes also serve in the areas

=more reuter
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gub-Command 4 comprises Thu Duc district of Gia Dinh province, Phuoc
Tuy province and the southern g&;{sof Long Khenh province. The largest
geographical éﬂB subdivision§w°t55'area stretches fifty some miles
eagt-southeant of Saigon. ur main-force battalions have been eoggigmgd
in this area, i including one battalion of the 1654 Regiment} one
battalion of the 274th Regiment of the Viet Cong 5th Division. Two
compaﬂfgg of the Nerth Vietnsmese Army have also been confirmed, sources
saide Two heavy-weapons comp nies are considered likely in the zreay, but
not yet confirmed., In addition, several district regional force companies
are known to be reinforced 4 by six compenies of engineers, specialists

in river =nd ro=d sabotage.
==more reuter
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sub=Command 5 includes the northern part of Bjen Hoa province, the
northorn port of Bimh Duong province, =nd the city of Bien Hoa, which
sorves as herdquarters for the Third ?iatmsm;ééiﬁi‘rﬁﬁ”ﬁy%a and a
Jot=length nirbuises The city, ond esirbase of Bien Hoa, fdplus the
huge Americsn Long Binh complex, se@ve are included in a apeci.al
sub=-division omwﬂxm Uml=—of the sub=-command ham,m
_waaf the high density of Alided trocps theres The Viet Cong Dong Heged
Regiment and the V4et Cong Phu Loi 1 Battzlion operate in this area, sources

aaids
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called the Seigon Calisd Coapital Commend, )
bl ommend Six dneludes urban Saigom, which is divided into three

specisl sectionss the Chinese section of Ssigon, ocalled Cholong sStigon
proper ond the urbanized sections of Gia Dinh province, Eoch of these

three sub=-divisions hos one compony of crmed propagande experts, the sources
said, 1In 2ll three sub=diei divisions, the F=100 battalion, now called
battolion number 10~=which h nttecked the Americ:n Fmbassay ond Vietnome-e
prosidentisl P lage during Tet——per operates om special sb sabotage

and hep horroscing missions, Abomdsemen The battalion ie divided into

sounds 2nd plotooms, esoh cpersting independently, omtsssssimin the

nine precincts of & igonachalm and ’eha ne rby urb-nized sren of Gia

Dinh provinces e SR
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