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SAIGON-—American jet airceraft arc being afiectlvely used to
block the Communist Viet Cong's thrust into the cruecia 1 third and
final sz phase‘%flthe WaTe

“Nobody thong£/¥hat five~hundréd-mile~an-hour jets could
be used spainst guerrillas-—until they were first tried," ome
American jet pilot explaineds "But on our first strike; there was

a thunder of secondery explosions from the target. We had hit

a Viet Cong ammo depot im their =i

aveoke "

under a ttadk,; compared ‘o the slower m prop—drivem aircraft. The

stability of the aireraft, and no% its speed, is a major factor

in determining the accuracy of the bombing raids,

and. these sources say that jets are more stable firing platform than are

“‘h§r0p~driven«airoraft. ﬁ%&l Since the Jets are
considered to fly too fast for spotting Viet Cong guerrilla targets, they

are usually directed mmy onto the target by mm slow-moving spotter aircraf’
ek Tt nd Tt P Prwrand air controllerss
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jmericen job sizeraft were firsbused withim South Vietnam
on February l19th--when Vietnamese airpMa were grounded or diverted
by the "false coup d'etat" which lead %0 the dismissal of Lte Gene
Nguyen Khanh as commander-in-chief of the Vietnamese armed forcese
Since then, the most speatacular success of the jets has been—-izonicelly--
smwks assisting Vietnsmese ground forces by pounding Viet Cong units
during the heat of battle. These Bk missions, called close tactical
support, have turned the tide of nip-ond-tuck battles im favor of the
governments Amerdcam generals, , speeking in private, admit that
the Communist offensive im the northemm mountains was broken in
February and March by the introduction: of mmericen jets into.the war.
The question now is how seriously low-henging cloud covers during the
ra iny monsoomn seasom will hampem the air support missions for

Vietnamese ground forces——and perheps for American combat troops.

(More)
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The use of Americam jets to bomb & Viet Cong hard-gore
base areas has been less visibly effectives the difficulty is
in locating mhm»m the areas that should be bombed.. Thousands of
tonfgs of bombs have beem dropped on these mm base m arcas, but

only occasionally de ground forces push through the

area %o assess the resultss OCround observers who swept through
bits of the first area hit by B~52 Strategle Air Command jets from

Guam,, for exa mple, 3 were not gimpressed with the resultse

T
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Souwe American milite ry officia 1s Ybelieve that the total number
of Viet Cong casualties caused by airstrikes has jumped from 30 percent
%o 50 percen¥ during ieoen‘b' months. Other military experts believe
the American je‘tstnﬁea within Sou'hh V‘.‘Let Nem: have been much more

b EagarG GFodER MM

important, :1.11'%"6 rms of}moraie, than 1E
"Mhe Vietnamese axmy would have been finished long ago without

he airraids in North Viet Nam.

Americen airpower," one Western militery expert explained. "It's
the Americam w and Vietnamese aireraft coming to rescue the
ground troops that keeps them going,"
In example of & spectacularly successfull close air suppor¥
mission: occured the fifth day the American Jeds were used withing
south Viet Nom, For the first time in the history of the war, Viet Cong

its, mosﬂy newly infiltrated units from North Viet Nem, established
« 00

‘mile front line along ® Route Nineteem, leading from the

* mountaim plateau city of Pleikw eastward to the South China Seas

After o series of devastating smbushes, the Viet Cong had succeeded
inm totally encirecling a Vietnamese Ranger Battaliom and a smaller
unit of government irregulars, which had set up a defensive perimeter
along a half-mile-long oorxd.dm the national highwaye
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The Sailgom Gm. ordered the American jets to salvage
the fﬁo gituations For one houwr, eight American-pilod
B~57 Canberras flew im a continuous "racetrack patitem®™ om the
southern side of the road, @z blazing out sizzling suppressive fire
"to keep the heads of the Viet Cong dowmn." Meanwhile, R eight F-100
Superssbres repeated the same mission og_’; m the nor‘!:ﬁamz side of the roade
Down the middle of the road came & 22 uné.md. # "Huey™ helicopters,
supported by 14 rocket-laden helicopters, which successfully Yanded
jmx time and ageim to heli=-lift out the eneireled troops. Withim
an hour, morer} ‘tham!300 Vietnamese troops had been flowm t0 safetye
"These troops would have been chewed up and destroyed during the
Prench Indo=China Wer," One high~ranking American ground advigor
explained. "But the jets saved them. The troops were s0 happy

to0 be “fhey were im tearsy the primitive Mont B LA

who had never seen jets before, were jumping up and down clapping theix

hands they were so excited."

(More)
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In snother case, & crack Vietnamese Marine battallom was:
encircled onm three sides by Viet Cong regulers and were about to

be over=run,

"The America m Jets swooped im 0 close that some of their bombs
T P e S E 4

wounded five or sim:farinea,“ one reliable observer said, "But the

Marines didn't care about the hand-ful that were wounded-~they thought
this wa\: s real supk’ close tacticall support which saved them from

getting overrun,"

(More)
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A number of the close tactical missions by American jets are made at

nift § American pilots jokingly complaim thiey are becoming so expert at
'\s 5

\1 flying W they can now Yand om runways without turning on theix

airplane lights. (’I‘b'a much safer to lend without your lights om" one
Mmevican gk jet pilot explained, "We know there are two battalions of
Viet Cong that always fire at us as we mske our approaches to the

Saigon runways 'by kesping you m lights off you don't give them
such a2 good target.")

Many of the Jet flights are also accompanied by "mother ships" whick
econtain alot of highly clessified electronie equipment designed %o spot
the enemy and to meke 3-9'5»’ flights more effective against the enemy.

None of the ga;zy electronic gagedtry has been overwhelmingly successful y
according to reliable sources. One of the electric devises, generally
containod in the "mother ship® which direets accompanying Singgmm

jet fighters and bombers,operates om the nﬂ‘z:i'gld principle which measures

verying differences of temperatures. Hence, cocking fires and squad
SRR seneey can be deteoted though they

gize units of men L&

are visibly hiddem under the jungle canopye-
wBut the dsvise doesn't telll us whethew the poople sE-is~% Viet Gong

it or o Mmcksmpmawdx some of the nomadie Montagnard tribes," one

" pelieble source explained., "We still don't know whether we should bomb

them or not."
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The total number of Ajmricam jets im South Vietnam is classified,
but their numbers are known to include the United States Air Force

P~100 series——F=100s, 10ls, 102, 104s and 105s—as w:_aé well as the

B=57 Canberras, m Many of the B=5T¥s which had been

{wf 7} et

en Hoa Airbase,.

based in Viet Na m were destroyed or damaged

18 miles north of Saigon, Pirst during the Viet Cong mortar attack

e a.,{jt “,,_7(‘,‘

.

on November 1yand lator at . devastating accidental explosiom
on: the base im mid-Maye.. In addition to the American jets, bDoth
the Vietnamese Air Force and the United States j Air Commendos operate
a number of é@v prop-drivem Skyraidew fightersbomberse

Despite the effectiveness of the jet airpower, however,
Vestorn military experts view their use as a defeat-delaying ¥xm factor
rother than a war-wimning factor. They note that jets can pound
the Viet Cong hard-core base camps and rescue government forces
during the heat of batile. But im the total perspective of the
guerrilla~subversive war, war material, including ike airpower,

m’/\ ff‘ AP A ? .
can not guerantee security on the g;rouml’ can noi

fak the political activities of Viet Cong cadre as they tightem

their grip increasingly om the Vietnamese populatioms L«f political
activity to counter the Commumist cadre at the village level is still
the responsibility of the Vietnomese government and American political
experts; no effective plam has yet beem devised to attaim thise.
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