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(s the government end military junta of Prime Minister

S——
Nguyen Ceo Ky grows wesker, wi th'Edeex rurel portions of his

country half-conquered by
.
units, and his

Co Communist Viaf;’ga Cong military

@ urb'a,n centers im rebelliong and violence,

one of the emerging sirongmen of the couniry is aye cralty Buddhist
monk named Thich Tri Quange

Thich Tri Quang-—the name means "Spiritual Banlishtment

Fewmmfn is one-—bui only one—of the priests headir&% L.

ve powerful Buddhist religlous-political me-chine, +that is now

now zttempiing to vemki wesken, if notrpinot to topple, the Ky
govermente
The 43-year-old Buddhist monk is often called the

Varkorios of Vietngyys bub Vietnomesc sources consider him to be

the crise cminence which any future government that should emergee.

#Pri Quang will never sit in the Prime Minister's %ﬁgﬁi -
one Vietnamese explained, "But, if he survives, he'll m
be the kingmaker-—and the king begin the king,® 2
In Scigon, the most comtroversial cuestion ist Vhat E*’
Tri Queng's relationship with the Viet Cong aanmunists; who are now

fighting Armerican combat units. !hi\ ig his biographys)
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SALGO==Fow b# days in 1963, o frail, ecliish=-looking
Buddhis® mbnk in dark saffron robe hibernated in the third-
£loor air-conditioned conference room Of the American Embassye

Lariﬁ’ the 64 days of h&u political asylun, khaki-clad
American larine Guards lent hlm;raalo, books, wriving
paper--ond made certaln he peceived three vegebarian meals

a day prepared by ca egpbru Chinese cheie

The Lmerican Aubassador ienry Cabot Loldge, Then On
his first tour here, graabea pulLuL”%§ asylum o the
y i‘\ '«v,};,;»." & f;\ a9 v«wﬂ r{&?' mrE l A Ud% H_"lus"r ?af\? OJA" \’ V)
e e

énlgm“tlc qan“,7 and in &Lt&ﬁd, Tri Quang wrote politvical
thesis for Ghe American Zmbassy, which baffled and cinfused
the @olitical officers cveﬂ‘moxe, as o his political vieuwss

When Henry Cabot Lodge poburned to Vietnam on his
second todp here in June, last year, Thich Iri Quang
reporbedly retorteds "OL course, 1 appreciate that lrs Lodge
granbting ne agylun in the Anerican bmbassys

But, he added arrogantly, "I don't feel it's

necessary to meet lr. Lodge any more,"

(Moxe)
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Tri ngng';7zzgizé§a tement sbout the second appointment of
Lodge Ambassafor swepl Saigon, much to the del;ght of his Vietnamese
followers. But one Western diplomat explained glumly, "The Americans
presume the t gratitude is more then a n Occidents 1 quality. It doesn’t
exist in the Orient-—and they should not expect iti‘

On Nobeghber 4th, 1963, when Tri Quang left the Embassy

i nk;»;:mw’z,wcj Fw ?s»‘“‘
the major—if not the sole——jimerica n influence he Gosis—Srewmcih

e L

w a8 a yen for gir-condifioning., He installed a unit in his small room

at bis creme=colored, ocurve-roofed Buddhist Institude "so he can work
S EXplpined@®

better," his associated saj.

He certainly has been.

Vow, two ond a half year later; Thich {Reverend) Tri Quang
is openly labelled o Communisgt, Police sources ssy tha % he has in the
past m et members of the Naiiona 1 Liberation Front for South Viet Nem,

Brckilbone
the political esew of the Viel Cong guerrillas.

Bven in 1963~-gzs the politico-sriest directed the celebrated

P Hy oA ,
Buddhist crisis in z&é@h’%evan Buddhist clergy burned themselves alive—-
a handful of Western officisls in Saigon said he mas 2 Commumist “from
the top of his shaven—~head to the bottom of his tippy, tippy toes."

But they were hooted domm in the eries that later sparked the overthrow

of President Ngo Dinh Diem snd his family.



General Nguyen Khenh from

GTeasing nunber of Saigonese, inclmding fervent Buddhis 4
believers, sccused the graceful monk of being » Communist cadre. Some
of highest ranking officers—thenselves Buddhist——iho overthrew the Diem
regime in 1963, now nccuse the litile monk of being a Commmist.

Others saoy thet while he himself may not be g Communist, his
politics and tactics are openly »iding the Communists in subverting the
country, A declaration kaowm to be written by him, mekes the important
but subtle point that Buddhism in Sonth Vietnan is.not only sgainst

43"
COmmunishfﬁaf also ageinst those that " exploit" +the file sgainst

. S ; : ;
Communlstfﬁhese "exploiters" are clesrly lsbelled as Catholic and
3 ;

et S X :
: Jarcd A Bnd
Americen the stetemeht also implies the)lsb-themy is Catholic,s American S
: z. ~ Vo Ny
%& S EC o é:} é“‘*"”ﬁ’*»““y it L "MA/

an&“xgggleommunlst.nswz
"It s stupid to ask if Tri Yueng is » Commmist or not," one
: Vet

irate Vietnamese government offigigifbxploded. "You can look and look for

a Commumist Party card on him, but you will never, never find it.

But his policy is to make the government so wesl it e=n not fight the
Communists——snd this is the policy of the Communists.

frore)



Thelittle monk rediates a magnetic spell over those who have met
and talked with him &

# I"ve met Ho Chi Minhy," one form er Commumist explained.

"I ve met Gen. Vo Nguyen Giar (hesd of North Vietnemese Aruny who defested
° i
French). But I think Tri Queng is touvelés then both,"

One official, after a long conversation, saids "lis face is
pale—githout blood=—you might ssyeold-blooded. Tven before I haed spoken
a sentence, I felt he already kmew what I would sgy.

"He s very logical and talks better than s Communist cadre.

He mixzes hisl language mith Communist and Buddhist terminolozy."

Cne official who met him explained, "Tri Qusng wes boran 2z
prince~-he ®was born to have aulhorify—-he ;as born to give ordeors,”

Inotead of being born a prince, however, Tri Quang was born
of middle class landowmers, in the province of Ha Tinh, one of the poorest
provinces in the coumtry and near the birthplace of such revelutionaries
ad Ho Chi Minh snd Gen. Vo Nguyen Ginrv.

e was born shortly after 1920 and named Phem Van Bong, but

was later to adopt a number of agliasses. His father became s Buddhist

priest late in life; bhis mother died a natural deasth shortly after the

Communist take over in 1945,




Ois ount, after the loss of 2ll femily properties during the Commumist

revolution, reportedly set fire to the family house and leaped inte the

flomes to commii suicide. Almost twenty years 1éter, Saigonese recalled

this incident and nofed a striking parallel to Tri Qua{ng%%actias of

hoving Buddhist clergy burn thegselves alive in protest against Diem regime.
: Repecten!

One of Tri Cueng s elder brothérgﬁﬁf?ui portant politicel cadre
in Commmist North Vietnamgﬁ;ispazaaéiy-

Waen he was 13, Tri Quang reportedly studied for the Buddhist
priesthood in the Tu Dam pagoda(}still hisrheadquarters, in the oldlimperial
capital of Huey 400 miles north of Saigony, the stronghold of Buddhism
in South Viet Nanm.

Ten years later, in August, 1945, alter the Viet Minh guerrillas
seized power from the Japanese, Tri Queng went to Henols; where, he later
reportedly told a friend, "I stuﬂiegf&arxism." At %he outbreask of the
French Indo-China War against the French, he fled to z Communist
stronghold where he made tmo close friends, Hoang Trong Ba and Nguyen Dang,

both of Hhom would be importsnt several decades later,

(More)



In 1963, ot the time of the about May & incident in Hue, which
touched off the Buddhist crisis, Ba was the closest advisor to Diem’s

brother in Hue, Deng as chief of province, reportedly ordered government

o

troops o fire on Buddhist demonstrators in front of” r%dio station on
Buldhes birthday. The lay 8th incident touched off the fleming crisis
thet leter toppled Diem in November.

The twenty-year-old friendship between Tri Quang, DJa end Yang
and the presence of all three in Hue at the start of the Buddhist affair
has led s ome sources Lo believe that there wes a plot betzeen them to
provoke intentionzlly the radié station incident in which eight Buddhists
were killed.

During the Indo~China War, Tri Quang was arrested by French
guthorities and held for several mponths, but upon release he again
returned to Te Dom pagods in Hue as a full-fledged Buddhist priest.

Relis ble sources ssy in early 1951, he again travelled towards

Hanoi, stay1n~ a LQW nanths in the village of Dien Hoy known as o meeting

glace“for:V1et Llnh cadres on their wey to infilirate into the French-held
aress of the country. Reportedly, he stayed in the village several months
/ N y o
AN Y n v S

and received seme training snd instructions from thezV1et Minh guerrillas

before proceeding to Henoi.

Uore™
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In early 1952, Tri Yuang was re; mrteal;r invited to be o
delegate to sn international Buddhist conference; but the French "Surete"

refused him sn exit permit on the groumds he was believed $o be a2

B A 4

Commumist. He hsad previously been srrested by French suthori :
Tater the Henoi Central Comnittee of the Buddhist Associastion

gent Thich Tri Do to hﬂve to open ‘cha irst clnsf" of High Studies of

1 !« . mva

Buddhism a 4 the Pog c&mf Todaf Yhich Tri Do is one of the gost important
Buddhis + eclerics in Hanoi,

There were sii students in which Tri Do's 1st class. One was
Tri Quang. Another‘ was ?hich Thien Minh, now Tri Qusng s "ewecutive
officer" end chief lieutensnt for student retivities, tnother instrucyor
wes Le Dinh ?113:3, then a medical doctor and now cheirmen of the
Puddhist Association in Hanoi.

In 1958, Tri Queng was a member of the Vietnamese Buddhist
AS:.:OGla"blﬁn to at uand th.e International Conference of World Buddhism

in Phnom Phenh;. fﬁ{é“ hiesd of the North Vietnsmese delegation was Tri

Quang” s old professor, Thich Tri Do.

(1ore)



& . N
Mqiggpg Cprte

? iy L 7
B :
article 11

pege 8

Tri Queng admitted to a relative of Diem’s that he had been
a Commumist, but had "since changed his ways." But in 1963 during

the celebrated Buddhist erisis, neither Diem nor his younger intellectusl

oo
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brother Nhm belioved himy and Hademe Ngo Dinh N sbmsbed—Tha sorld

;)
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