Beverly Deepe ﬂ 2-C 4/4 g A
Apt. 5 Bis

101 CGong Ly

Saigon

South Vietnam's perky, petite First La:d:f; lademe Hgo Dinh ﬁhu;, in
a flowing, flowered go dai dvess, snnounced in f high-pitched petulant
gtaccatos that the AMmerican press % is "infiltrated with Communism.™
Gripping the tape recorder speaker of Mutual Broadcoeting's Stan Lewrence,
she seid that, in fact, the correspondents in Vietnam werec worse than
Communistss In the text of the speech releaced December 23 she ezplained,
"They (Ve tern correspondenis) are intoxicated by Communiste, They
believe whatever they say and speak for fhem--for the Communists, butiin
a Western tones That is why it is worsey, according to meo"

While the bombestic sicter-in-laow of bachelor President Ngo Dinh Diem
has previously blasted the foreign--particularly imericane~press and
*that crazy freedom in your country®y it was more inbteresting that no free-world
emhosgy official in Vietnam refuted herf statements OSaigon's cuiet
% Virgininn, United States Ambassador Frederick B, Nolting was
unwilling to comment on it publicly. Only Senaote majority leadery Mike

Mensficld, visiting Vietnam on » Presidential fact-finding mission, expressed

V)
through an "official spokesman” that he wmz "oox)merned about her remerks,
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Western newsmen were neither surprised, amused nor unduly distrubed
at the explosive statements of the First Lady, often described as "a woman who
controls nothing, but influences everything in Vietname" What infuriated them
was that for three weeks they had unofficially been barred from going
into the oriticel southern third of the country, the rice-rich delte region &p
known as III Oorps,‘ ‘on the Us Se troop-carrying B-21 helicoptersy
piloted by Americans and 9 ultimately cm‘edb by General Paul Ds
Harkins, militery Assistance Commander. Though ;@: £ifty United States
helicopters and 200 Americens were in combat on Thanksgiving Day in
one of the largeet,? known helicopter missions inm history, no firsthand
coverage was allowed and ment news releases on it were irritatingly
scante ' ’
In Vietnamy “"where there's no such thing as a straightforward fact"o=
as one Veteran correspondent explained--the foreign press concluded
wwe have to use guerrilla tactics to get the news."
®he funofficial ban\ was labelled g "misunderstendings"
To clarify the "misunderstanding" required three weeks' of bargaining
and bickering, of the "tears, sweat and blood" of Americen officialdom
from the 1ow.Qt to the highest level between General Harkins and
Assistant Defense Minister Nguyen Dinh Thuane
For three weeks, foreign newsmen stormed about the "press mess."
("stop treating us like spies," one of them warneds Anotherm muttered, "They
think it'< a ﬁ? privilege to wade waist-deep through rice paddies.") Some
protested to high-raﬂctng officials in Scigome Some urged their home offices

to protest to appropriate Washington officials in the Pentagon, State
Department nnd White Houses (Washing: expressed no concern or change of



g poliey to Salgon military top-brass.) Othors sputtered th:d with
the United tates investing a million and half dollars a day and

the lives of American servicemen in Vietnamy, the Americens werec not
bargaining forcefully cnough--that United Staices peolicy followed too
closely the aigon by-words, "Don't rock the boat? or “It's 2
Vietnemese war."

Some vociferously accused General Harkins, on whom the ultimste
imericen decision rested, of refusing to put his foot downe ("“Horkins
is mere ﬂlan o commander here," one correspondent museds "He's also
o full-time diploumat. ™) ‘

ind others implied o concerted conspiracy between Victnamese thinking
as expressed by Madame Nhu and American officisls not only in Saigon,
but also in ashington, which had just lifted P its om press
regtrictions during ths—{w.bam crisise

"Let's fact ity one correspondent salde "The Americans have a
bucket of @* worms here; they want tc hid the factce The wor isn't
going as well as they say it is.”

Finally, +this Tuesday, the time-fRitltering, lacksadasical Vietnamese,

WwiBou T '
once characterized as "pecplemense of urgency God gove a baby",
agreed that foreign correspondents could ride United States helicopters with

Vietnamese Jefense bepartment suthorigation written for mach correspondent

ommimerass:
mm—

prior to each miscions However, on Vednesdey, ‘twenty

United States H=21 whirleybirds flew into combat--but without any correspondents
on them,

(More)
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Corresponients ¥iewed the arrangement as generally unsatisfactorys
One celled it a "™two=steps-forwerd-and-one-step=backwards" viotory
for the Vietnemese, who@ held the right to veto a specific newsman from
going on a specific mission at any time--or of allowing mo one to go at
a specific times It was interpreted mot only as a defeat for adeguate
press coverage, but also for American military politicy which failed to
articulate thevrtg:ht of Us S¢ four~stoar general Herkins +to determine the
passenger list of helicopters under his command,

nJust call us the Obedient Americsns," one cormespondent laughed.

Berlier than the helicopter haggle was an even more obmxious
"oensorship-at-tho-wooi restrictions Vietnamese units and peronnel
were warned to "be camptious in thedr relatiomship with reporters." The
directive issued by M‘o Gens Nguyen Khamh, Vietnsmese Army Chief of Staff,
on October 13 and only recently enforced, ordered Vietnamese units to meke
statemente to the press only with consent and approval of the Defense
Depsrtment, And even with the Defense Department spproval they "must
continue to recuest reporters to submit their written questions first end
then reply in writing." The written questions and answers must be approved
by the $mE Defense Depertment and three other officess

While é& Vietnamese press officials insist these elaborate
procedures are needed only for "press conference" type of mews gathering,
Vietnemese soldiers in the ¥ field are reluctant to talke

Besides the blockage on mnbgathering, the Vietnamese government had in

AuwibE™

the past ten weeks mroised«i?e—ﬂa-n gamut of press censorship methodss
More)



Deepe~—5H

estricted disgemination of information, Iintimidation by @ expulsionsy
snd increese in operational costse A wonth afther the cxpulsion of Newsweek's
Francois Sully, NBC Far Hasternm corre:spondent, James Robinson, wns

o

b

]

b

oriered out, cbetentiszibly for visa violations, but more directly as
ne matter of mere calumnies znd gretuifous insulte™y; according 40 2
Tepartment of Interior communique. The Vietnamese government disgliked

several of his lelevision 'L:{}?a):;’,; including one of Diem's forces torturing
Viet Cong prisonerse

Us 2o Bmbossy attempts to rescind both expulsion orders were
only scoffed st =nd the day after Robinsen's éxit ? the Directorate
General of Information released a w:.irmag & bcut "tenc”,en ipus® reporiting
to Associated Press Correspondent @ Malcolm Frowme.

Ong Sept. 24, +the press was further warned to expeet "blockege,
temporary or permament, oI ontzry into Viet Fem of»mercenary publicntions
peddling propaganda hermful to the nehional cause.” While no
official ban on the importation of specific publications was announced,
the Septe 1Tth lewsweek was the last issue to be seld in Vieitname.

o iseues of the New Yorker, covering Vietnam and 2 biogrgny of
President Diem, and the Iife msgaszine srticle on ladame Nhu were
also banned,

A month ago the government onnounced a seventy percent tax on g
all cable costs and telephone callse

The ""'=1r-t~,—-get-the-newa“ was “ucﬁgtly gummerized by John Stirling
of The Ob ecrver of London, when he wrote, "There is between the two sides
(Western press and Vietnsmese government) a deep; almost unbridgeable gulf of

nisunderstanding."
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It 45 perheps en ironical twist that President Diem in en October 1
address to the Iatiml_uunblyldnomibvod tho fighting ageinst the
Commund % @Mﬂ as a "war where the front tis everywhere end nowhere,
where ? ideas play a role as decisive as m&ku“

s i

Note to ids Because of the tense and Gelicate situation with the government,

it is . understandable that information for the article was gathered

(et

on a non-attributable basis,
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