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drugred with opium before they indtiate their fronsied battalion-sired
attacks using "humen wave" tactios, reliable military sources reported
todn ve
that light unmarked siroraft were rapovtedly drvopping opium suppllies into
fommud st~infeasted arens of Jouth Viet Nem, souvces seids

These oplum supplien sre being alrdropped ov lnnded on omall
PIEEREL nlantation yurwmys 4m the Commnist-infested mowmtainous
Jungles nerth of Fomtuw, __ miles morth of Ssigem, ond olose to the
fincor-11ko Commamdot infiltvation routes called the Ho Chi Mink Tredl
vhiok s frow North Vietnem through Loos £ into South Viet Nem,
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of North Vietnamese~borm youth far on the Speeisl Forces camp

at Kanmock last week also inoreased the suspicions that these
g.;“/
youngsters were being drugged before the w%ta bat@le. The wnit of

North Vietnemesew-which Americen ground advisors said attacked in

"humen wave after human wave" ~-were defeated, leaving TEEE—E:
hundred dead behind.
The relisble milite ry sources said the reports of using

———————

oPIEES4] oplum or opiumd8m4r derivatives to drug the wnits
have not been confimmed by standerd intelligence means, such as
copturing » prisomer or seizing am enemy document mm&
provides evidence. |

The sources said that the mationslity of sireraft DetmEmNS
seprrsten suspected of being used to drep opium supplies vas also
whenn

In the past yoers, French plmwhemam plenes me wore knowm to be

used to drop opium from Laos onto Examelwwmm short, dirté rmways
mmmidx on French g coffee or tea plantations. However,, Mmmplal
landings of opium were much closex to deﬁa u thp fivet

suspected landing of opium im the Kontum area, ffioult

uomaiw tan'am which mekes it difficult to tPansport o the populous
~aiaads 0 . v,
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Other informed WM w“wim has

imoreased by more than tmesby-SGr cont in Sad o during the past 4o

nonthse These sources sei! that the opium price jumped from

35,000 plastres g ( ~ 7 <00) per @mm to: 50,000 (8 505 )

Guring the pest twe months. The original explanation given fw m

o Mm«w,-.,

inovease in yrice was thet mere of the maq/:tm
Laos had slipped under Pathet Lo (Communiet) ocomtroly kel The

streteglio ga Flaines des Jarrem in Laos, the seene of off~snd-om

battling bememﬁ& Amoricen-supported Meo tribesmen end Communist
Pathet Leo forces, is the most important opiwr-producing area in
La oe. :
Howevery, nowy, some iuformed sources dndicate that 39 opim
pricee in Saigongﬁa/mmamﬁ bocause normel supplies :txm Laos

are being funneled into the Communist-infested aveas of South Vietnam,

During the French Indo-Chine Wam, im w hich the French colomialiste

were dsfeated 1N years ago, the Communist farces launched what the
Prench c«ana B _gusrre du ;
the m areas producing opium, which they used as a
source of revenus.
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