attn ennex UPI Special for Gandy by Beverly Leepe u&l gGon,
Vietnam, November 05,490 (UPIS) American Congfegsmen have
maintained fast-moving, dawn~to-dark schedules during their
vigits in South Viet Ham.

None of the action-packed schedules of the four
Congressional delegations visiting Vietnaﬁ_%his fall have
alla%ﬂa free time for buying souvenir knick-knacks; none of
i vI bsughh thale wives to Victuan, P Anmentesn Gepsiube
were evacuated during the initial TFebruary airsﬁfike-againé%
Horth viétnaﬁ. ’

"The thing these Congressmen want most is to get oub
te the field to see the front-line American troops as fast as
they éang“ one American officer exsiul ed, "And that's what

E<f wﬁ
shey dos" The delegation of s@m Kennedy
also initisted a request ge visit Australian and Mew Zealand
troops; @olmost all paid at least brief courtesy calls on
Vietnamese troops oX commanders in Saigen or in the field.

Céngressman%é% Mosmer (R. Galif.) arcived in Vietnam
‘at the northern city of Denang; he transferred so quickly
from his airveraft to a helicopter carrying him to U.S. Marine

battsalions in the field thet he forget his plaid suitcase,

sccording to reliasble sourcess



attn ennex UPI Special for Gandy by LﬂVCﬁ¢y Yeepe J&L&Qn,
Vietnam, November 05,ﬁ90 (UPIS) American Caﬁgregsman have
maintained fast-moving, dawn-to-dark schedules @uring their

vigits in SBouth Viet Han.

lone of the action-packed schedules of the four
Congressional delegations vieiting Vi@tﬁ&&»this fall have
alloted free time for buying souvenir knick-knacks; none of
the Vlgaﬁroﬁght their wives to Viebaan. i& American dependents
were evacuated during the initial February alrstrlke agalns%
Hoxrth ?ie%ﬁam,

"The thing these Congressmen want most is %o get oub
tc the f£ield to see the fronbt-line American troops as fast as
they can," one American officer explained. "And that's what

. EdwBERD #

they dos" The delegation of Senatod Kennedy
glee initiated a rTequest to visit Australian ond New Zealand
troops; elmost all paid at least brief courtesy calls on
Vietnamese troops or commanders in Saigon or in the field.

Gong esoman cé;;;’ﬁagﬁgy (R. Calif.) arrived in Vietnam
at the northern city of Danang; he transferred so guickly
from his airveraft to a helicopter carrying him to U.S. Hariae
batsalions in the field that he forget his plaid sui%casg,

according to reliasble sourcess
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VJAfge second day of their visit, began with an early
&~§55ﬁ:;p and a 7 a.n. departure for the U.S. Marine enclave
city of Denang, 380 miles and one hour £light from Baigon.
;%ggéﬁﬁf;ggggﬂen§§giw§%;§g,transper¢ plane, the delegation

Y T o0 Americ%§§combat troopk insﬁallaticna‘7é9

: IS Lelie
throughout the day?ﬁqgtﬁﬁﬂgﬂgzggigg see American war wounded

in a field hospital. Followingg a 7:00 breakiast with

UV e TP e NexT JA«7

General Uesbmoreland, +he delegation leit TEmemmy

The obher three Congressional tours followed the Bre basic
poutes of visiting the U.S. Marines in the northern provinces,
the 1et Alr cavalry division in the high plateau and units
at Bien Hoa,

The ﬁiverauxaxﬁy~Lcng~éelegag%%fégas given the best

é{
scconodations of any group; ag Thne vongresomen stayed ab
the rgsidences of Ceneral Westmoreland and another general.
?hééelegaﬁion of Senator Idward Kemmsdﬁgéﬁ.massy), Cong .John
Tunney (ﬁjgg}iﬁ.)s Joseph Tydings (E:“!Eﬁ.) and Cong. John
culver (D.28.) stayed at the best hotel in town, %+the Caravelle.

Congressnan Hosmer during nis scven day visit stayed and

&

Congregsnan George G ider (D.Tenne.) g*ar@d a new, confortable
N o ¥ ? £, e 5 P
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put austere hobtels, Crider of the house judiclary conmittee

and holder of a disbtinguished navy record during World W&r I
is cufrently in Vietnam on a 13-day stay during which tine

he stayed two nights in American field installations.



,- ﬁ»‘ installations x x x

Bufing their stay in Saigon, various Congressmen vere
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informal ﬁg% sport-gchirt dinners; hu%§a£J0re free nightgs
£

two Anerican pgv” Tieutenant Commanders bought dinner for
Hosmer because he had norpt no time to buy the local currencye
During afternoon btrips, the delegations ate in the mess halls
of generals—-somebimes in a tentj—--Kennedy's party 1ﬁuiubed
on eatin%zwéﬁh %he troops in the messlines /Eﬁﬂ3£§?&ﬂ@@y group
at timésﬁﬁ%;sold box lunches (cost of one dollar plus o the
indiwadual ) or a hot lunches on the aircraft (cost of $30 %o

the delegation)s

Hosner's one-week vislit bgy?&@tdmA yas part of his
three~week active service du$§*ti?& U.S. Navy reserve; the
other two weeks he spent en a guided missile cruiser and an
aireraft carrier of the 7th Fleet elenents conducting ai airstrikeS
in Morth Vietnam. Besides visiting Ued
he concenbrated on activities of the Vietnamese g@vy and U.Se
caas% guard, traveling to the Southern QO@E point in Vietnam.
He vis 1@&& Vietnan without pay or allowancesSs e also
reporbedly talked with Vietnamese village, district, prévince
chiefs as well as field commanders. buring his
American officers and privates Er@qyenﬁi%%ﬁiged him about the

T Unistates. His

{-Vietnan demons

reply: the demonstrations represent & very small fraction of

Ameriecan public opinion.
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fle also told fmerican officials that he was impressed with

the civic action projects of mﬁﬁ;‘m.man troops. American officers
X UG

were impressed when Hosmer SR out and thanked the American

privates who iyped his 1tinerary; when he disnissed a military
i

photographer assigned o cover his m.ss%.é; because he was

unnecessary; when he told half dozen officiers vo go back to

¥
&

s % n

10t o worry about hic briefings.
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their wori an

%I got the Congressmens' boots back when they returned from
a'f

the field: ons Ameriesn officer explained. "They were covered
mul
with m the @ fatigues and jackebs werc sweaty and

divt u,; I knew the Congressmen had been
&b‘»{z *ww»”"g"“‘?“’;
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