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SAIGON, OCTOBER 31——A major Allied confrontation on the war-peace and
what-kind~of-peace issue has been evolving and worsening in the past two
weeks of dialogue between Americean imbassador Ellsworth S Bunker and
South Vietnamese President Nguyen Ven Thieuy informed sources repord,

Strains at the top levels of the American~South Vietnamese alliance are
feportedly more intense now than at' any time since President Thieu wass '
inaugurated a year ago this week——on October 3l~-and more intense than at
any time since the American comitment of combat troops in early 1965,

Ieehris - Rk
days seems to indicate "the

The high drama of Thiou=Bunker HEPEE in

‘enormous political stakes of the discussions are by the far the _n“xost‘ giy%ﬁ!‘

interventions

significent ever to confront the ¥l two Allies here since’ Us Se

Wit CROOr B
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But, the face~downs between Thieu and Bunker are only the immediate
focal peint of the Oonfrontatiom\%?: wide-angle ventage pointy what
has shaped up is the classical hawk-dove controversy intensifying to its
shrillest "life or death" pitoh. Polarizing around President Thieu and
his government sre the cmiden emotional sympathizes of a m& number of

Avgzles=v  American military and civilian officials, os well as diee
~ FTD Seppor.

direct political encouragement |from peseisss some of the other Allied embassies
with troops serving in South Vietnam. These American and other Allied

hardliners solidifying around the Thieu govermment maintain that

ol the time to keep the military pressure on-Hemed and the Viet Cong~-rather
than taking it off and giving them time to regroup their military forces or

o win at the conference table what they have already lost on the

Kol rasr 0O

battlefield, If there is to be a peace settlement, it wemddeadmedy |
rubber~stamp the favorable Allied military positiom in the South, they

maintaine :

( *In this messy, Thieu is simply the mirror of the American consciousy"

-
one Western diplomat told an American. "You told the South Vietnamese you were

going to come here to save themy they eut all their ties and decided to sink

or swim with yous Now you tell them the war costs too much and you want to
pull out‘ with war only half won. BEveryone knows when the first G. I, is

pulled out of South Vietnam, it is only a m question of time before the Communists

Yok e!:vij' g, Obviously, Thieu thinks he's fighting for @x the whole future of
“*his country in these sessions with Bunker,"
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American~South Vijetnamese high-level relations have yet to reach
& guper-crisis stage, informed sources report, because the problems of
reaching an a@:ei?gggﬂ};%?en Washington and Kanoi are still considered
even more of an oUETEMFE then the U, S. headaches in Saigon. Buty the
diplomatic difficulties in Saigon are also substantiale.

Like a teeter-totter, the Saigon government has effected a
hard-line counter—bmeeing bargeining, ocounter-balancing weight to any
Hanoi move o get Vashington to soften its positions It is diffioult to tell
af this point if the Saigon government is simply maintain%ugh
bargaining posture until Hanol agrees $0 Allied demands~-which would be
sy expected——or if it fmmimedverx will continue to remain ademant even

at the risk of seriously fracturing future American—Saigon relations,
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Publicly and officially; Ppcsident Thieu .he.s asaid the south
- Vietnamese end /imerican officialdoms ere in complete agreement on the ismue
of FEHE holting the bonbing over Nerth Vietname But informed sources
say this is en insccurato presentation of m;;f&mﬁé?tm m;li;m between
the Americen inbagsador and Scigon officialae
These sources say the points of Aperican~Saigon disagreement eve as
~ followss
1, Conditions for end the official joint communique on halting the
hem'bing over tié Norths Vietname This has yet to bo ambewdy finally settled
since the first Bunker-Thicu moeting on October 1$# 16 when ¥ the Americean
 Ambassedor drove to Independence Palace at six in the morninge
2¢ VWhot happens after the bombing is halted, with specifie reference

i

‘to the respeotive roles and status of the delegation of the Saigon marment,a
as separate f¥0M and independent from the Americen delogations Both sides
agree that the Netional Iyberation Front can oi® olt wisiex at the conference
table as port of the Hanol delegatiomy but ‘Ihzieu ;!.éf&ﬂi that Henoli head thet

Magatim and that
Af-the-Seuths. Htmoi must gpeak for the Mg HLF,
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3¢ While not f repeat not directly related to the Palace discussionsy
the Saigon officials see a bilateral American-North Vietnamese troop
withdrawal shaping up soon after the new phase of the peace talks begine
The government is not particularly worsked-e worried about that--since the
balance of military power would still remain preponderantly on Saigon's
sides But, this withdrawal of foreign troops would be sccompanied by
either a de facto or announced ceasefire-—and the Saigon officials are
opposed to this at an early date because it would era.ae their military
superiority, because the Viet Cong would scatter all over the couniry,
including M’f(/ eitiea and chaos would zg#& reigne Algo, the Vietnamese
government remembers all too well its last ceasefire with the Communist e~

during Tet, when the Communists unlecashed their smashing offensive into

the citiess
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N But rippling outﬂ frint fﬁ@}se specific disagreements, the Saigon
official g—~and soma\m diplomats—believe that what is at stake in the
these behind-the-secene confrontations is the future of South Vietnam as an
w non=Communist countrye There is a perceptible v

cremndo of rmuibicbinsdammhinmin Vietnanese political wails that the Americans
are sbout to "sell-out" South Vietnams Even Western diplomate note the

growing impression that American policymekers seem more interested in

axtrioatmg Us Se stroops from a costly war than they are insuring the
’&"Q‘W ~Commi -5 V

indepeadect survival of South Vietnam to which they originally committed

their troops to defends, Some Sputh Vietnamese politicians—as well as

editorials in leading Saigon new:apapers,r‘"""d inepesmel increasingly

acousing President Lyndon B. Johnson of using the peace initiative as &

political gimmick to £4#1 influence the Americen election and to insure

~ glamorous .
himself & 1566 in lgwt the history books.
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Some Americans ag'ee wi'bh this Vietnamese view, as the political
elimate even within the. Us Se community is becoming super-charged
with emotions

"Ity one of the first Apericans to say we should put the screws %o
the GW (the Vietnamese govermment) when they are sloughing off at the
ministry level," one civilian who professed to be a "dissatisfied Demoorat"
saide "But, in these meetings between Thieu end Bunker, we're obviously
twisting the Vietnamese arms until it impinges on the:lr owm sovereignty.
And what for? =/So LBJ can go down in bold-face print in some history book !
Byty who care about tﬁ his history book when 28,000 Americans have already

died here."
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within the Vietnomese community, eonly Thieu and porhaps a dozen
genior membors of the @V@%&g ﬁgﬁmmﬂ of all the
pease developmentsy the even the Cabinet #£ has not repeat not been fully
informed as o g#éu body. Thieu and the upper-chambers of the government
' have thus mointained en unprosedented degree of Salgom seorecy ebout the
dotails of the talkse Vietnamese mewspepers are urging the govermment to
keep the population more imformods
‘ Outsido observers, including anti-Saigon members of the diplomatic

and.the other leaders~ thele. .~
set, complimont Thieu for playing HES aards extremely woll end for keeping

m’f\m during vhat one Saigon newspaper called “gheir gravest hours®
The Thiecu~Bunkor confrontations have ingtantly mended the split between
Thiou end hip Flombous flemboyenty hard=-line Viee Pyosident N Neuyen
Cao Ky—-a font that Ambassador Bunker had been trying to do for the past

yoor without successe Ogher Viotnamese upper-class politxns.ana, who long

B

thought Thiou would buckle wnder American pregsure, at™"TENY began to
praise hime But, undor the"@FUSt tais political orust of tho elitey the
iosue of peaco-.m er oontinwtﬁ,on M’ % woar--peneins political dynemite

IR

emong the mosses of vietnamase who are bocoming inorcasingly wm'-m w\am'
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Te peace issue i:pternally is highly inmfl=mmble inflemmable and is
; %p? to exploitation amm the gifted Viet Cong propagendaists, as well
‘ikgfthe left-wing nationalists, &98=8r who are already beginning to
accuse Thieu 2nd Ky of seeking to prolong the war so they can "maintain their
lﬁ' luxury life," as one Vjctnamese laborer explained.

‘ Other sources; with access %o information in the uppai-tsham‘bers of
the Thieu government, indicate that the Saigon leadership is becoming

badly un-nerved by these continuing confrontations with Bunker.
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"The GVN is beginning to lose its crackers over these sessions with
Bunker," one informed source explained. "There's a hysteria setting in and
the Americans aren'y helping it any by leaping around all the time.

"Bvidence of this hysteria is a2 senior Vieh;ameaa official's bED
blabhing around town that the Americans heramrecsimd direc tms
orders from Walt Rostow (senior Vietnam plamner to President LﬁJohnaon) thé
that the Thicu-Ky regime should be dumped out of office by Jenuary.

"Everycne knows that's politically unfeasible," he continued,

» "The m Vietnamese believe $hat because they have no knowledge of world
affairs and %Be totally unprineipled themselves. Everyone knows that if
the Aperican dump Thieu and Ky, it would be the most unbridled act of
eynicism and treachery in history--as well as wnveiling a total American
defeat for the whole worlds, But, that's what's going around the towm—=from
government officials,

"Then, you nﬁ meet another Vietnemese official that tells you Thieu
Just received word from the (Richard M.) Nixon camp to stand firm——and when

Nixom Qrg ~elected Pyesident, he'll be.ak Ihieu'a;’ positions No one

kelievea e g==but it's an maioation“?pretty soon the % whole town will

be fighting shadowu and looking under u&r bedss Here you have half the

Anerican support’ Thieu, instead of LBJ, and half the Vietnamese are
;,,,C,}- *"- ‘;"* Qg , -

supporting Nixon) instead of Mieus® L0 (Hu/d 6w &y
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The detells of the hard-line stand of the Thieu and the National
Seourity Councll ere velotively eomplex end technicals Firet, on the
offiecial JAperican=South Vietnamese communique thmst-¢ declaring a cessation
$0.%hehalt of the bombing over Nprth Vietnam, Hanol demanded that the
document would speeifically refer %o an wmumav halte The

to use the mxﬂ."wm&iu n
Vietnamsae rofused this. terminelog s ' t ml@ be an unprecedented
political victory for the Communiste; not only in South Vietnam but throushout

Asiae It would mean that Hanol had heen right, that the Americans, rather

then North Vietnamy; was the amam, m it would meke the South
Vietnamese oppoar as Us Se puppets, Just as Haned had slways maintainede

wselore router
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\Wi the Saigon government officials argued, the three concessions

Hanoi had e;upposedly agreed to give up in return for a bombing halt were very
hollow., The restoration of the m demilitarized zone was not much of &

ge concession from Hanoi because the Amerioa.n Marines and Vietnamese First
Bv Division hed consistently bea"’ﬁé‘n the Conmunist advances-@e'm across the
line in a series of victories since the siege of Kne Sanh was broken in Apii

Aprile Besides, restoring the DMZ did not repeat not stop the Communists

from shuttling down enormous quantities of men an@ mppiiez $#r further
x._,//} ALl

wost through Leos, end with a bombing halt and “ihe) dry season on the Leotian

%“1 fm f i

Fon to do it with

side of the hills, they would be iy

maximum efficiencys
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The second concession Hanol was qi@so supposedly meking was the

% cessation of attacks an South Vietnamese cities But, Ticu and other
officials were told this meant only artillery and rocket attacks—afo but not
repeat not ground attacks——on the pi principal eities. They argued this was
not repeat not much of a concession, since the Allied defense of the cities
had been fairly successful in preventing these and ai&n gince these attacks
were political lisbilities for the Communists anyhows If the Communists
gave up W ground attacks as well as indirect fire attacks not only on

ytha major cities, but also on the 44 Bl provimial capltals ,ﬁdffw o

é.istrict capita,ls--where they could really do some damage-—-thenm be

ién, but not mpe repeat not the flimsy €n
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The third concession from Hanol--ageepting the Saigon government at the
expanded peace talke—-was not repeat not a concession at all, the Vietnamese
afﬁeials argueds 'Ihe South Vietnamese government was legally elected and

a8 sovereign——so Iﬁ/ri ght to represent South Vietnam at the next phase

of the peace talks was beyond discussions

ﬁé then leadt into disagreement about the roles of the two Sputhern
components at the next phase of the Paris talkse Thieu and the others
held to their previous decision that the E%‘ National Liberation Front
could join the Hanol delegation-—-but t;ﬁf;va;xted further assurances
the NLF would not repeat not be allowed to speak on matters of the South.
The Saigon govermment r‘émy reportedly could see that after Hanoi and
the Americang had agreed on the withdrawal of their respective troops,
they would wm the meeting--thus leaving Saigon m face—-to-face
with the NLF, If that happened, Saigon would simply walk out, it was
reported,
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oy

But, the even more complicated g half of the problem came FBou!
m,\wwwﬂmmmmwﬂ'

n 'the Allied delegation. Saigon

o

wanted %o mdmgx have a separate, independent delegation with its owp.

cheri chairmen, while the Americans would have the same, xﬂitm aoroas
from the ﬁgpi merged Henoi-NLF delegation, which would be chaired by
Henoi.  This concept of the "three-legged conference teble" seems to B
have been even more diffioult to resolve than the role of the NLF. American

!, ) /’*;‘h.}/*‘u‘ ?,L“ ;
officials reportedly told Thieu and Ky thisgwould be \macmptable to i

Hanois +that if Saigon had a separate delegation then the HLF would W"/

¥

one algso. Various ways to resolve this have been suggested in mt da.ya*r*
including that Saigon would head the Allied delegation, with Mssrse.

Harpriman and Vance teking a seeond ro].e-;—qvhh& gseems to be maooaptable

to the Americanse The latest proposal=--whioch would be a elasaio—-woald

Wrssengy

be that the hawkish Vice President Ky would lead the Saigon

e
g™

delegationw-no matter where it was assigned to site
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‘The question of the ceasefire is only beginning to shape up as the
Saigon government projects developments after the bombing halt, aftér the
haxt phase of the talks begins and after the Americand and Hahoi agree to
bilateral disengagement of foreign troops. ,‘ A¢ that point, the Saigon
government would be "nose-to-nose" with a highly dd#p disciplined

Ocmmunist infrasbrace infrastructure in a mmber of villages throughout the e

y T /A S i/;f~"v‘ S f“ e iy

counu'yf o ceasefire would freeze the palitioal eontrol of the Viet cong

NN "”"ﬂ

have hundreds. The map of Spouth Vietnam would be freckled with hundreds

s "instead of having two Vietnams, we'g

of separate entitiess

"Is the American force us to have an early ceasefire," he continued,
"wet1l just give the whog.d country to the Communists because they'll
get it‘anyway. They'1l lay down their weapons and run into the cities.
They*1l e be everywhere, the government won't be able to stop them
and y'ou-;.ll have chaos instead of peaoe.’f W need time to weed out the
infrastr infrastrusture or else there will be red flags all over this

countrys"

FNd
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