(llorgan Gendy)

SAIGON, 19170, (UPIS)~-From the very moment Air
Vice Marshal liguyen Ceo Ky stepped into office, he was aye
cenerel without cormand and aye Prime lMinister without ayc
country.

During his eleven months in office, he failed-—
history may say he failed totbally--but then he never had a
chance to succeed.

"Ky was aye champlon--very much of aye champion,”
one Vietnamese pelitician explained, "But he was aye champion
of aye cause thab was already losta™
hat lost cause wag victory. Ky publically announCede=—
in fact dreamed--that he himseélfi wo 14 preside over the vietory
not only in Scuth Vietnem, but alse would drematically lead

he invasion to liberate North Vietnamn.

But in the end, he was only begueathed the richt Go
preside only over the requium of his own nilitary regimee.

The demise of the bouncy, dynemic, oubspoken Prime
Minieter, and hiz regime during the next three to f£ive months
when a constitubticnal assembly is slated o be elected is thus
interrreted here a8 an end of an era. The coming fall of the
Xy regime is The final shadowy anti~-clinax of the anti-Communist
lgo Dinh Diem era, which determinedly insisted not only on
aye military contest against the Communists but also on aye

nolitical bhattle against any neutralization a la Laotian troike
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The Iy wveginme was congidered the #ml last government that
would Zight The Communists nol only nilitarily, but nore
aignﬁ.ﬁiafmﬁl., fight then politically--gal 4o onpose tho pediebarl

rerentEls dotexnal politicel re-arrongenents which m{ﬂ.é
%a my fovarde om oveatuall negotiotion vzi‘kh he Corm
ﬁza future Caigon governments ewe predicted mw/ e;iam
the onti-pevbralist political linc--ihille cland «‘,e'?;.iwiig politiecally
gparring with the Gmmmﬁﬁ&%leé Tdberztion Front nerotiations.
This Ky flatly refused saying, “This is not aye question of ay
goveruent--itts a question of uy eaum.ﬁ;y&

1% was the Y—year-o0ld Prime Minister at the Honolulu
Confercnce in Febrhary whe attennted to dissunede Pregident ILyndon
De Jobmson fron holding early clections in Vietnam-~eclections
which preluded She political re-acrengenment neccsgary lox fubure
negotictionce This wos Ty's ultimote fsiluwe, bub others more
prestinious have notrpbnot succeeded in $ persuading the President
Johnsone :

#he imericens in Saigon called Ky 'Caplaln Midnight,® as
thouch ho hed dropped fron the clonds inbo aye sclonce fiction
adventure here," one Vietnenese politlcion gzplained.

“put, in fact, be wes Don (uixote in aye black Ilying suibs
fe wos otriling et windnills Ghay he thought were IOrtrosuCSe
He ﬁmz*’*’at: %0 preserve oye post anti-Conmmist policy that wes
alrealy abﬁalm}:}gnm fle was voin, plorious, dynonmic, coloriul
and Lme brove o Ghought e would be Lhe nabional hero to defeat
the Congayd Dot instead, he was forced to lead ,,{_;, Vg&mxuﬂ
agnd ﬂa‘?*'“m Nenene, his own gocond largest eity--ond even
%@cleﬁwmmle& in thate He ‘r.‘»ﬂafa%t ho mzﬁ.ﬁ win the M‘%

o i
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Uhy did Prime Minisber Xy have neither the chance nor
the choice of succeeding?

in sinplest berms, he possessed the appearance of
pouecr--yhich vas magnified at the Honolulu Conference-—-bub
none of the substonce; he hod inherited 2ll of the
respongibilitics of leading aye notion ot war, without the
authﬁrﬁw to do so0. He nomed a war cabinet, bub notrpinot
aye goveruneni, he had aye bufeaucrabtic apparatus, Dbub nolrpt
an &dm*:,nimtrmw Ofle '

Horizontally, he was from the mamnt he entered
office wntﬁ.mml:y being volitically caepEESted suffocated
by big, "first iy within'—-(he Communists, hic "second eneny
"itm-—ﬁ‘i‘:’f*e Buadhiot ;j»-ofi,itﬁ.ao»ﬁ??m%s, ond ironically by his

gbounchest 21ly, the Apericans. He ﬁlﬁ a:;'a 'f}az.iw.cal zmm
of these three pover Sl DLOCE—EnK. TS DO EE T T
immobile political prisonmer within the very cownlry of which
he yvas Prime Minister. |

Vertically, the continuons process of the fragne
of the cenbral povernment peaked under Xy; 5Lhe labe lgo m
Diem in 1965 abBeumpbed Lo concenbrate pouer at the cenitral
echelongf and was overthrowm by the Americons and the Buddhistas
General Teuyen Kaanh aye year later attompted and failed o
centralize powcr in Soigon~-he was toppled by the Auericans
and his oun generals. Ly did notomptnot ceven possess the
A 5’?5‘“"“ Go atbonp um;%,iz,zw oumn attennt and falle-to centralize

%mm&%mmmmmeﬁwmefmr
vmmaw corps commanders--ond by Anerican unit comnanderse
the former who could and éﬁﬁ refuse his orders; the Imb*"ese

vhor he could notrpitnot even commante

awonf
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In short, Ky symbolized the shrimicing suthority of the
eontrel government in Saigons. t, I

Googrophically, this shrinking process was dome by the
Commumi.ats, the Duddhiste and the Amerdcomse Vhen b Ky oteppod

into office, the Commmiste ruled most of the o
Comunints hed scized pomer militerily and weore administering it
politicsllys #hoy hod become the goversmont im tho countryside end
Ey's weolk politdcal spparatus beceme "the shadow governments®
Hoither Ky the mamy mor the Seigom regime nor the anti-Communict
couse comanded sny support from the commtryside, fFor during the
past eight yesrs the Communists hed either "linuidated® or
“neutralized” any mﬁ-ﬁamﬁgt 5 onposai tione. #% the Fonolulu
Conference, American officiale soucht tm mako Ky and his policles
populay and m@w%gzﬁ ;,,?éfl,a\ myetiq ne vms olready too late., TFory
the Commuidicts hed ¢ ¥ implenonted the ocrucial principle of
Moo=Tne=Tungs mazeaipm somes out of tho barrel of aye gume™

(More=-iillor-—ID)
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Irenioelly, fmericon combat units oculd sucoessfully contest
the Commmist militery units, hat they oould motrptact i1l the
8 u'{el"fﬁwumiﬁt mli ti ‘z&v@?ﬂ} wid@. Iﬁ Lne ni ‘ﬁ
aloney; in ome village %aﬁe 03;“ the Herine-protectel lenang sivbase,

£at pro-goverment poasant,

& ame =it Commmist sq unds as sassinated
Adn Aang &4 ;
Eeigon is m B isolated what it is° tiae Ky goverument

thet must snuggle shrimp and rice into the gity fron the countryside,®

one Vestern diplomet explaineds "It is the & mem vt

cresting bhe iaflatiouary spizel im the oitlcs. It is the ceairal
governnent that must pul helloopler gasolime in civilian tzucks,

pay Viet Cong tasies to transport it even L‘% tae oudsikirts of Saigone

Lven an Auerlown gasolise truck convoy wouluu't gel thaough;

oo and eye ball Amerlcan cowbat divisions outside of Saigor can notrpinot
stop 1he Viel Cing noose around The cilies,”

Vith the countrycide uwnder tae rule of his first cnemy, the
Conmunistsy Ky was losing the cities TSR {0 ond because of both
the imericans, kis allyy, and {the Buddhistay politicow-prients, his
“asfoond eneny vithin." In June, vheon Xy came inte office; the urban
revolt had slrocdy begur~ithe revolt against tue AnerEy consequEnces

of the American
,% .
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The initial impnct of tho American troop build-up in the cities
wes myriads of bars along the maintstreets, battalions of bargirls
and prostitutes and enother gsdlap towards inflations Ky signed
ave deoree ordoring the bar-ovmers--et on wapecified date--to move
into desirmnted “reovectional sveess® hut, W’E?éa tmoricon officials
818 notrpthot went orgonized red light distriocts which would he
subhject to Congressionel investigations.

Tn an attenpt to curd the black mazketing of /mericen dollors,

months of haggling,
inntituted the imervicen militery scripy but at the rate of

the ¥y roveriment, sTier ihyeemhvmnyods

onehundred eighi *w»: stres per dollar instoad of the officisl
seventy three pisestres per dollar,

"Jou nee, the Mmericens were notrptuot interested in stooping
inflation," ome ﬁatmﬂma politiciaw fumeds VIL they had deen,
they'd heve nooeptod ?3 seventy three pibes ires per dollor instend

of am omo  hundrved eizhteen, The Americons demanded aye priviloged

poritiom~=znd Ky lost o The Victmwmese cconomic sovercismity

to the ‘mericanse™

Iz en atterrt to conirel the asuto 2 rg houring shortags,

¥y signed aoyo decree sisting the jwericans w"&g miiitaxy porcomnel

would move out of Saigens Buly, the Americanm offlclals could notrptnot
nove thousends of military persommel outside of Saigons the logistical
systen already was clogeged to get in mﬁﬁgmy vm? metorials

the ﬁeﬁm@s eonstruction workers were m

N
bulld necossary military installationse - )
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5 "chotio-ized” militery ot
cantomeont ores outside of Saigoen wes tma symbol of the mmplonned

the lagk of eye seoure

wax which Ky inhoriteds
Ky did have the power ‘o moke promises--aond to moke programs
on mm. He promised aye oreckdom on corruption, but vhen he
exccuted publically eye convicted Chineso businonsman, imericen officiala,
Buddhist politico-priesty and the wealthy Chinese businessmen turned
coinst him, Still,; aye court dssmte& under the Ky rogime clso convieted

U‘*’

end sentenced to death aye Vietnomese govermment officisl-—the appea
is still pending. ﬁ&%ﬁ Another siz Tietnomesc Custons officisls were
sentenced to prisom terms of havrd labor.

In on ottompt to re-saeert snti-Communist political suthority

in the couniryside, tho pacifiocation propram wos against
rovised, re-nsmed rural development, and the 1mg pm of training
rarsl hoslth womlcers, coumter-subversive sagautg, mﬁm& and

nropagendists begume But, before fham;;al ?W ifaﬂ aye chance to
succesd or $o be implcnented, the S Mt“%&ﬁmﬁam

Ky was notrpinot defeated im the Commumnist-held villoges, but
in his own cities,” one Vietnamese politicien explaineds "He was notrpinot
defented so much by the skill of the Commmiste--but by the mistates of

the fmoricens and luhsmpsmmr J/ the anti-Communicte.”

(Endit~211ler—~1D)
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