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From that very first day, the South Vietnamese officialdom disagreed 

with the American Ambassador on aooepting the three conditions from Hanoi 

in exchang-e for a bombing halt-and in subsequent meetings this 

disagr-eement has expanded into the proper status and roles of the South 

Vietnamese government's delegation and the National Liberation Front 

delegation in the post-bombing Bi poaoe talks. 

While the face-downs with Bunker have been conduoted almost entirely 

w:i. th Thieu alone-the exceptions being several oooasions in which he Tlas joined 

ftvL by� flamboyant, hard-line Vice President, NgUYen C ao Ky, Thieu has 

received the lm:niman ·nerd11eu.s unanimous baoking of' the lfa.tional Seouri ty 

C 0uncil. i th Vice President Ky se�ng as the most ,rooal mem'!?er.,., the�the7 /4 v,.J µ., .r.:A-1 € 1:)_ o �....... V, t-W � o-- �I.A.� � �...,.
1' 

"7t: c... ,, ., ' ,,' 
members of the oounoil a so presented hard-line viOWfr, 'lhe_ Collll.oil includes• 
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Prime M1nister Tran Van Huong, Chief o:f the Vietnamese .Armed Forces. 

General Cao Van Vien, the Minister of Defense General Nguyen Van Vy, 

the M1nistor of Interior General Tran fJ.hien Xhiem, the ForeiBJl Minister 

'!Tan Chanh � Thanh and the heads of the V1,etnamese two-hous� legislature­

Nguyen Van Hu.yen, president of the Senate and Nguyen Ba Luon.g, Speaker of 

the lower house. Subsequently, 'lhieu was further baoked by a 

nshow of :foroen vote for the government by the 'tw'o house eg:i.¥a.tures.• N.9--, 
:-c,,€,. -_7µ71!Ju.-,.� 

other bodies in the ��vernment--ineluding the Cabinet-wa�nsulted as a 

�group, thus insuring a.n unusual degree •Of state secrecy. 
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-



r 

zczc sag 

yy mt let 

thieu 4 (park/deepe) 

The objections of Thieu and the National 

on the first day were that the three conditions lf51 Hano� would reciprocate 

Specific ally, 
·--

on restoration of the demilitarized zone 

troops had beaten back Communist thrusts across the line in a series of 

heavy·encounters since the beginning of the yoar. Furthermore restoration 

did not repeat not prevent Hanoi from shuttling down more men and 

supplies through their Laotian trails further 11est. On the 

essation of attacks on South Vietnam's oitios--this involved only 

artillery at lllia,-.rmwm:tmmn and rocket a.ttaoka, which the Communists ere 

militarily :iinoapable of doing x effeot1v ly and which were politically 

detrimental to th • If' the number of cities were expanded to include 

the 44 provincial capitals and 250 district capitals throughout the oountry­

a.s el1 as oossation from any future ground a.tta.oks-then Hanoi might be 

giving up something, it was argued, but not repeat not the present 

conoesaion. 

==more reutor 
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'lhe third so-called oondi tion d from Hanoi of admitting the South 

Vietnamese S'()Vernment into the next phase of the peace talks wa.s not repeehit 

not a concession a.t allr-since the South Vietnamese goverrnnent was soverei� 

and legal and hence beyond 

negotiation. 

t 1-ts i�epresentation was beYond 

Another point of ·· immense controversy was Hanoi' e oounter-condi tion 

that the .American and South V1etnamese government must sign a joint 

communique announeing the ha.l ting of the bombing-but this communique 

must mention �he two governments . agreed to � "unoondi tfonal •· oessation-r­

aa Ra.noi has consist ntly a.nd officially• demanded. 'lhe South Vietnamese 

flatly r fused this, wording, saying that if the American and outh 
d�oAJ 

Vietnamese officially G!jr;pt a.n "unconditional" cessation, then it rould 

prove Hanoi had won a major victory, t hat Hanoi had been right all along� 

that the Americans had been the aggressor and that tho South 

Vietnamese were simply puppets of the Americans. Thie would set off a. 

disastarous chain-reaction throughout south V1etnamf the government oould 

not repeat not guarantee public order _...-'that the V1etnamea0 a.rm d forces 

-ft?.,. A bl hr .. ,.,i,.. would cont inue figh ting, 5'1 would give the llies a aok oye t o'-'6Uout 

Asia, if not repoat not the rest of the world . 
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In su se ruant 

In subsequent meetings, discussion a.rose on the s tatus and roles 

of the two Souther n belligerents at the expanded peace talks in Paris. 

The South V1etnamese government had long held the / NationaJ. Liberation 

Front could be represented as pa.rt of the Hanoi delegation; the-/ government 

heln
�

this position-but wanted ad.di tional assurances that the NLF JVo 
would be til allowed to speak separately from the Hanoi delegation. 'lhe 

c:: 
government could foresee the time JW!ien dfsoussions of a ceasefire � arose-

-.,,. ----t:.?� � 
and Hanoi would � nod to the NLF · iii>a.nawer. saigon was op posed to --� 

NLF talking se independently f':r"h--�
t�Ha.noi delegation, even if it 

was teohnioally an integrated part of the Nof'di VttSthalnese delegation. 

!I.he more
,..,

se;ious oon:fr�tation with the .American .Ambassador , however, 
,--..IC,,:.A/V"<f�- _ 

of the iir:i Al.lied delegation. 'lhieu announced-and thus 

far held to-his ma:mmum bargaining position of a so-called "three-legged 

conferenoe tab le. n !I.he south V1etnamese delegation ould be�� s ep�ate 

� and independent wi,th its ,own ch irm�t
., 

the same for 
1/'J1-.p(_ Tf'Fif!}o 1 /+-_Y.::.P._....___.,,.&,,-v". J --------· . . 

the Americans and the 

merged Hanoi-NLF del��on 'lhe .Amerioan:m officials pointed out to 'Ibiau 

and Ky that this wou1'1i�c-eptable to Hanoi; that if the South V1etnameso 

government had a eopa:rate delegation, then the NLF would demand the same. 

--i\:s��-0� 4ay of a, mnasi sna, this argument had not repeat not 

changed a:n:y minds in the upper-cham bers of the V1etnamose government and ft:& 

Thieu reportedly B held to his position. 

- - /rt (}y
l.Jl....-,1 

/0vv:J-, ,,_ . - -
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Because of govemmental warnings and some iron-fisted rnovea .of �g 

�r suspending V1etnamese-language new15pa.pera, most ifl'-t politioal 

groupings stuok to the government's line-or maintained· a tougher one. "1he 

ha\'lk line is the safe line at the moment," one politioal figure said. But, 

there were notable sx-nertf CDB ana ,.eo potentially signifioant exceptions. 

on the left-wing side ot the polltioal speo�. One �4 editorials 

in the m1 Jija,:n militant Buddhist publioationa that President �ieu should 

step aside and make roan for othera--presum�bly meaning General� Duong 

Yan M1nh, who has al.so been making anti-government•� remarks to oloQe 

associates. Also, a meeting of acme 300 labor tmif,mtrrts at "1bs tir1 

¥' a paaoda of the militant Buddhi!t left oal,led for a ceasefire and a la.sting 

�eaoe •. And Tran Van Don; lead;;� of the :Rational Sal,ration Front and a oloae 

friend of General Minh oqnoluded. that if the bombing was hal ted--then 

it could be assumed that Hanoi had gb: ma.de � oonoesai ons to �Washington. 

But, 'lhieu Inc. wae no't repeat- not willing to m� liifil9 asaumption, . 
. . , .. -,�,---�%·� and even so, he did not thay dicl not repeat no� uie oe■eea8'-err 

, JJ..r. I I o u.J __....: J✓, 
· s1312poseQi SISilUC&S• §jllip,◄uudiiaions Hanoi had yet to agree to, f"f"- (1.4· .� , 

�-
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