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Insert article one of lMarine series after page three:

The immediate danger is not a military defeat for
Vietnam, which was a distinct possibility a year agoj thé
arrival of-American combat units hayﬂforced the Viet Cong
to de~escalate into guerrilla bands in the areas secured by
the American troops; +the American troops have upset the
Viet Cong timetable by at least as much as a year-—possibly
more, and this has caused a upsurge in the optimism of
official statements. However, the danger is much more
- subtle noves." ofvbeing politically sucked out of Vie%naé,
because of wearine$s with the war of attrition," as one
counter-insurgency éxpert explained.

"The Viet Cong can'?t défeat the ﬁarinesAer push
them oub of Vietnam,® one reliable source»explaiﬁed. "Bub
by small pricks of mosquito bites all over--by constant
harrassment and knocking off small lMarine patrols--they

can kill the American political spirit to stay in Vietnam."




deepe
starlight--new lead--page two

september 6, 1965

A secornd key diserepancy also aroge between the official
versions and the battlefield versions on the @i deseription of the
battle itself, Official briefings sought to pé portray the battle
as "World War II, with helicopters added"-~that the Marines had forced
the Viet Cong to stand and Tight a conventional set—~plece battles
Deseriptions by ground commanders indicated, however, the Viet Cong
had empleyed effectively againest the Marines the classical mobile
warfere Yactics that leed the French forces to defeat @ more ithan &

decade 8g0e

(Moxe)
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Consistontly, throughout the cperstion, serious discrepancies arose
on key points between the official stalements and the eyvewlitncse acefunts
Marine Corps privates, sergeants and unit commanders ond rogimental
officers on the battlelield revealed in two deys of interviews by this
sorrespondents

The most vivid &x&.mp}.é of the meny discrepancies was the émwaﬂt‘mﬂ;ﬁ

e —
of a Harine Corps spokesmen that an amphibious tractor was lost and burned

in the %Ot battles both the Associated Press and the New York Herald
| NG :

Tribune had photogrephs of the burned-out vehiocle aontain@f two charred

HMarinchs bodlese
whether or not

But the key discrepancy rested on Lhemeemfiiwmmmihmm
the Viet C:ongidead had actually been confirmed by body counte The first
official Marine Corps statement made after the first day of fighting was
“we haven't had timtho 30:& 1t (Viet Cong casuwalties) outy, but it will run
in the hundredse" The next morning, Western correspondents at the reginental
headquarters were told there were 552 Viet Cong gsonfirmed by body c‘ount,y,
which an official spokesman defined as "Americon Merines on the ground

counting 552 dead Viet Cong, mostly from airy, naval gunfire and artillery."
(More)
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This statement, however, appeared to be without’%%i%ﬁy validity,
for officers ot the regimental level~-~vhich collected the facts——gaid
dead and was not & body count. it They said the ground forces hed barely
begun to sweep the battle arecae <wmmﬁég?“* ‘

Besldes cffieially stating the 553 bolybomnt inktislly, the
Marine Corps spokesman also announced on estimated 1000 Viet Cong
g wounded, After Western correspondents had written this for more
than two dnys, another spokesman for the American commsnd in Saigon
announced "this estimate has not been finalized;"” and ghortly later

the Marine Commander in the Pacific, who had visited the bottle,

announced the Marines had no right to make the estimate in the first

place,

(Moxe)
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o 'rb@ official Merine Corps briefings sought to p#¥ portary as
W conventional warfare the battle of the 5000 Marines
W frontline areing 6000 meters by 4000 meterse
But, battlefield commenders fmm said that ’the hottest battle
occured only within a 1000-meter pocket along this % irregular frontline.
Based on their descriptions, it appeared the fighting within this

e TER

10003 pocket was the s&i seene of 2 murderous ne=tgrinder operation,

in which an unrealistic battle plan and defective command decisions cost
some, but not mony, needless American livese ;

An invisible enemy first pimned down and chewed up two Marine
infantry companies and two columms of tanks, anti-tanks and axsisbeuc
amphibious tractorss Then, inst:i’ead of sending im
massive reinforcements, the Morine ground commanders plecemealed them
in——onother arpored column and another infantry company--only to have
{them pinned down and chewed ups

Outside this 1000%09&&, the remaining 4000~plus ground forces
made little contact with the Viet Cong and suffered "practically nopdiyis

neglibible" casualties., However, within this 1 ri(ng of viclent

fighting--vhich one tank officer called hell's valley"==the TOO=-gtrong
Marine force cscaped anmhiliation because the Viet Cong diseppecred
in the darkness, They were not defeated.

up continue with page 3;3 omit pages 4 and 5 and uppick sccond

para pege six x x x evén before the battle begen x x x
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