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MILITIRY 1 (Normess/Deepe)

(This is the first of & series on the itwo totally
ddvergont viowa of the state of the militery war in Viotnom, Tide
article caploine why Goneral Willism €, %mmsm*h; conmond t‘?’
here iz optomiatico on the Allied slde. The seoond srtiels delineaten
vhy the Commundet side is ewuslly optomistic)s

SAT0GN, December T—The L 105 Optimdm of
Cenorsl villiem €, Testmorelond and his top subordinates here
on the procross of Vietnem's militory wer is based on simple
im0 arithuetic and o teemsy bit of mireole-mengering
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Tide wtwm, BWTIO wiveiled ot longts officielly,
ia X ) almost exedudvely o the so-oeiled
paln~lo:oe welty - Tlds Lo largely tho fmerdoon sphere of the wa
wercua the Nerth Ticinamese "lnvesion® fotcess This opectecular
eoniponts thonsst be‘&'»% Meriocn ond Eos%% W olommons wd tomecomotities

thotr divi mcmw BOsGmOmIOO==da  iNoT .o AngLY

Rorenimatyled. c;xz?mmm,

ageuming & conventicnslizedy

it cxcludes the weloanic srwmed n&ﬁ%m mﬁwm:r
tho surfacos ‘
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The mmum oxeroisos performed by the Amoricen
officialdom m m been refined to & cuasiwsophisticated soience
defined by soores of stetisticiensg, human caloulators and rather
tempernentol computers (which m are influenced by monsoon
raing and saigon®s erratio cleotrioity)e

The aritbmetic of Jeneral Westmoreland's commend
runs something like thiss a significant proportion of the North
Vietnemooo reoguler apmy ic tiod dowm in their home country by the
threat of an fmerican invasion and by thelr duties of keeping
open the hoavily-bomboed 2 loglstical lines of communiocation,

More Router
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MILITARY 4 (Normass/Deepe)

Add o mé » sizeable chumik of the xmi;"s invasion forces
vhich hss been or will be "ground dowma® in the South Vietnem.

Subtract the sum of these two from the total Horth Vietnsmese
reguler amy strength. The remsinder indicates thet North Vietnenm csn
funnel into tho South the seme quantity it has alvesdy committed there

in the prat three yeasrs,

Hore Reuter
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MILITARY 5 (Hormess/Deepe)

In shorty the sm.aa have wipedaiit nesrly helf the North
!&ohmmrmlummtﬂﬁ&ﬂmh%ﬁm and the second

half yot to be committed ‘the smericean mmu

orn.Po errdicnted
within the next year or so. Then a phased m Lo at smericsn conbet

troops cen dbegin.

(#ore Reuter)



HILITARY 6 (Sommess/Doepe)

(To outsiders, this nathemstical exercise appesrs to be

m algebraie sguation of mkmmf./ But for the military commend, the

mmnsa mmm are known estinstes. These estinatesy, which
W’"‘”"’“”mr::arm Horth Vietnamese order of bsttle, are olessified. In

the esrly 19606s, however, the regulsr sruy streagth of North Vietnam

was officislly listed as 400,000 men-roughly 2,5 ropest two dcoimel

five porcent of its total W’"‘h‘*m‘ Since the bombing of North

Vietnom bogen in 1965, the Hanol regime hes called up its reserve

units to sugnent its regulars. It hes slso dreastically incressed its

village nilitie.

Hore Reuter
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(The Americon militery command recently estimated

the toitiln moin Tof0e Communist main forees in the South totalled

~ more than helf ,
118,000, of vhich ihEnEEjnElHEpEEREIENIEENL vore of Nerth Vietnomese

origin, This estimate rodmmmEn of 118,000 regular forces is
a reduction from the 127,000-~man peek in September of last yoar).

flore Reutery
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The pubtract-out of American combut troopsy howevery
requires a complote transformationy 4if not a re~birth, of the J
Viotnomese srmed forces to £ill the resulting power vacuum,
Enowledgesble sourcesyaimmm both American and Vietnamese, regard this
as zex demanding something close to & mini-miracle, Thene sources
belicve the Vietnomese armed forces can still be re-orgenizeds But
having heard suoh inflated promises and seen such noagre
performencos in the pasty they have adopted & cynical WE%I
walt=and=-see attitudes

lore Reuter
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MILITARY 9 (Normass/Deepe)

Indeed, the tentalizing question here isv not so nuch whether
this tremnsformetion will ocour, but vhether the Aseriosn troops will be
phased-out even if it does not« This school of speculstion, discusced
by officials in hushed tones, suggests that the phasewout of Aneriomsn

troops, heving virtuelly defosted the Conmunist main forces, would be’

have gemnered » rather glorious nilitaxy m‘m" if the Seigon
govomment was still unpropared for the phase-outy it would be left %o

ite oun if it mesnt the poseibility of a Commmist victory in the insurgenocy.

jore Router
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Amf&om mzm sources sadd the Commumists are

implemonting & "border MW by building three big-unit
conoentrations hugging the b frontiers of south Vietnem, Those
sources beliove the pattern of the malmeforce wer hoo bounced,
like o heotie pinbell meohine, from ene of thoso SEER pivot areso
%o the nextemand that tho American forces have mesterfully won
esoh of these oampaigns, They Yolleve the Baadne bigeunit war
w11 continue in the W nonthe to gyrete between those three
W&tgﬂz! MWW%WMWm the northy
the ammm fronticr whove Loos, Canboida and South Vioton
am aml m Communisto® war-gone complemes rur ;
sty Tagninh provinos and the Gambodien border,

More Houter
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o i’;ﬂmm three main pressure ooncentrations will continue
gnm f in the future,” onc SMIFWRNENN: \no-icon mildtery
;'Wmmm “The Conmunicts are going %6 try to kecp
thair nain-forees m«, to kup uging them as a tyws, but
close enough w“‘m‘l"mm sifou sanotuerics vhere m pump

them up, ve-equip and foed them, H§ They will SfEEm sight
from those border concentrotioms, but they'll try to redue thoir

sacualtica.”
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A W on these three pxuzsiEs oritical hotspots

m DiZe This is atill the Communiots' most significant
and serious militery throat in the oyes of Mmorican militory officicle,
m cmwtmamts m meintein two divisions 1: aaﬁ sround the demiliterised

& ‘Soods nto the aves over hish Bo resdily noved; despite
é"’ia 3 s wide arvay of artillery end rocketss The
% campeign, recently quiet as the Mﬁle groumnds #ﬂ pivoted to
Loo Hinh and Dak To, 4s now boglnning to flare wp sgain. Recent
reports indicate Con Thied is Tecoiving more than 100 rounds of

artillcry ond rooket~fire deily, This is still for below the peak
during September when 600 to 1000 roumds daily was spreyed aslong the
Con MQ(M m Amerdcans countered them with 6000 roumds of
heavy arﬁllwei than eiﬂlw por cant of the B-52 strategio
a&waﬂi&ea”Wmﬂ ono h o 100 rmmaw fighter-bombor taotical

pirotriker dedlye
Hore Router
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Thibs heavy firepower, plus unseasamabiy bad floocding
along Gommunist supply linesy quleted the mn“; eotober wntil
Decsmhery butl evidence now guggests the Commmint forees are agein
the pivotel reasens imoricen militery soufoocs nve so sdemently and
pubiieobily egeinst on extonded bombing peuse during the Supeoming
heliday ccoancie

Kore Routor
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Mmericon sources sald the Communists have ouffered
up to an estimnted 104000 killed along the demiliterized sone
during the post yoor, giving the Americen NMerines o killeratio
of botter thon six to one., Amoricon military officinls are
partioull pertioularly ap‘%am about the results of 2
onnpaien, and ave confident that the
Morinen, WWMMMwMﬁmﬁmmm, will
susoeed &&%ﬂt dzouu the amm £ venture down W
o cein, THOSEEETESTRSEEES loglaning in July, 1906,
the Hk on=gain, off-sgain m D% notions hove oonstituted

the longosty N.ka oempaign of the war to dote.

Horeleuter
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"If the Commumiste oome baok dovn endigs
 the domilitarised sono, thove vAll Do heavy fighting onoe cgnin,"
one nilitary source expleineds "Tho Marines heve retaimed their
posturce along the line to keep them outy ond that will continue
to be our strategy. mmawmmnmzummarwwmm
past é.m’i that also will continue to be our Mtug..'

| The Ben Hod river is conwidered the dividing linmnhng
paturel dividing feature botweon the northern end southern hulf of
the six-nile vide demilitariced sones ‘

Hore  Router
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MILITARY 16 (Normass/Deepe)

@M most ime 0L ¥ ezploy
smerioen officials consider the second aren a

Communint throot to centor in the Communist base areas rumning

through portions of \Phuoo long, Phuse Thanh end Toyninh provincos,

& large jungled mmﬁwﬁm mtaim ] mmma mat o v
basss called Wep Sone 6] Wer Sons 3 sit} ’ ol
recent battle of Lo¢ n Hinh, the mat M int m

Allded victary of tho war, oooured in this mome, Dospito tho

5IEBlea:  thet Coomunist defeat, Amerdcan sources bolieve

thoy still meintain a meximum of three divieioms in that pamr-'mk@fm
[wu the mw prodeminantly North

Vietnamese composition of the Mﬂs&mc almg the m the

Communi nt mta in the complex north of mmu are mized Horth
ﬂe’mmmaa m’aﬂ indigencus ¥& southern m some of those p—
Communi ot m; are totally Vietns Nerth Vietnimese, but NorthePners

nre M.m} spriokled through some ot' the prmm ?iot Cong unitos

Hore Router
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Alooy significantly, tho Compumicto have smaesed this
concontvclich by susking boek thelr regular units from the populnted
ocoactal srcosy hich mey mvm m&x smarrilles and politicel structures

. congenteationny fks froch troope
fran Borth Vietnom have boen introdused, whioh foroed Mmaricen
conmenders to reluctontly shdft fron the wmm a;':zaa whi le *m

Communiob medn foroe Givisens heve renrined “ﬁﬁww.w i

¥ore Router
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MILITARY 18 (Wermass/Deepe)

The third msmemed concentration is aama the B=3
aroo~—tiil where the borders of South Vietnam, Los Laoe and
Combodis joim, Despite losing en estimated 1600 troops. au

B thre m £6 7
the bet zooent’ g‘eﬂa of pak To, the Communists have om

and meinteined two divisions in tho avee, Unlike the INZ,
this area is not known to have roads leading into it ond hence
the Gommunists have move diffioulty in réf replesing ccmbet
losses and replenishing supplies,

m@, forces aro still posed in that ares for
'm.-W ma'm explained, "While tho battlo scne is quiet

now, we'll have te keep our cyes om it."

Hore Reuter,
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Aside from thene m-«m border concontrotionsy
& string of inland pookets of less formideble Communist ol
nein foroe otrength uarevels from the D2 southwards half
the longth of the countrys These imland blotches, of up %o &
divicden in otrongth, 1de in the Pledmont erea betwoon the populstod,
feerTensTTi Ti vice-rich ooastal plains end the eastern Ficos
of the § rnnamdte ohaine

The Communiets maintedn theso xmys vnimsnirinem
but wook divisione--to sustain and Wt their gile guerrilla network
and politicsal infrestrusture ao tw attonpt to wweck the govormment's

gidilonmn  Wost of the old imporial capitel

pasificotion programbs
of Hue, the northermmost pocket of several reginents forms a base
in the rear of the Ameriocan Morine boses stretohing sleng the THES
MiZe During the -~ummes momim,‘l Americon Morines wiFG ongogoed in
several chorp, company-sized engpgoments vith thene Communist unity
but 1lntoly the pooket has been julescents

More Routor
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Another pooket lies south of Denang where tho second
Horth Vietnamese division has beon mm by o composite
Anerioan Herine-Aray division ama.m«nt‘ since the Communiet
divipion eprived in Ml, Mmerdcan forces have killed more thon
5000 of them, 4in ey CONtinuoUs, HONMTEER SvGEping o;mntimé'
that hos mmmwmmm mmdm

inothor pocket lies in northern Binh Dinh provinec,
where the J, % My 1st 84 Caverl Cevelry Pivisicm bas been
f toha the Third Horth nsmm Pivision in =m o cerics
of ﬁ sporadic, but wmww Wﬂ&tm? sources

,,q.ww

a another poskes lice further down

ki

+he ssoeoant in the province of Tuy Hoa whoere thoﬂmsorth
Viotnomese Division, o mtm wenk one, bas oscusionally barpacce
hasrassed the loman forcos vith a m cf vﬁ.uago £ight
fighting, W mum ofﬂm,alu belicve thaese

inlend éiviaione, predominantly N rth Vietnemese, cre having
aiffi6ulty cetting supplies and persomcll replacementss

¥orc Beuter
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‘ , tmeriosn oiviliem MﬂQMW fcnerel Yontmorclandt,
m %ﬁa‘&:&j“m Conmuninta are taking a boating,® but come
cuestion ef vhether the beating is hard enough to he msme.

Somo oriiles of the Americon militery conmend e mumm

J&ﬂm& tinos ezeggerated Commundst battlefiecld reliiiiEm fotalitics

o os to undoveut the politicel impaot of hoavy Apericon B loncoss
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However optimictic G, Americen ‘afﬁcmm approi se
the status of the wary the Communists ave slso confident of thedr
ovn victlorys To comprehend the different viewpoints, omoty
frome of reference ®je must shift from the conveniiocnelised
main force war to the "people's war," in which the Communists
have added loocal populations as a new dimension snd oritical
ingredient to 7x militery wrfare, In shorty if Genowal
Fortmorcisand®s optimiem ic partiolly beced on arithmetioc,
the Communiste? optimiem 4s based  on B ipdsenemetrys
tri ponome trg. (Tomorrows The Communists 3=D War),

Bnd Router



	363-01594
	363-01595
	363-01596
	363-01597
	363-01598
	363-01599
	363-01600
	363-01601
	363-01602
	363-01603
	363-01604
	363-01605
	363-01606
	363-01607
	363-01608
	363-01609
	363-01610
	363-01611
	363-01612
	363-01613
	363-01614
	363-01615

