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SAIGON, SOUTE VIETIAM

The editors of Parade recuested me--a correspondent in Vieitnsm for
the pest five yeers— to write an srticle expressing my personsl
impressions on the war in this crisis-land. I was to pose the ten most
significant guestions I could think of and then provide fhe snswers, I
objected., The number ten is distinetly unlucky in Vietnam. Often, I
hear Vietnamese stireet urchins hurl the worst of insults st Americsn
official--"You No, 1l0"—-when no coins are dropped into their begging tins,
Bven the Vietnamese Army bowed to this cultursl smenity by chsnging the
numserical designation of its 10th Infantry Division %o ﬁumb&r'lﬂ.'

But, why not nine questiénsl%nd mnawers? aNine is very lucky number
in Vietnam, based on some intricate, but common form of gmmbling. I
ncted the new Vistnamese Constitution was delibergtal& drafted with nine
chepters. Thé membership of the elected drafting sssembly was 117 (the
digits totalling nine), which hos lead one Vietnamese newspaper to lsbel

it " the village of the nine stupiditiesg™

(More) ‘ E
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Thd“¥§6‘?§3¥£;$§ag generals who ran for and won the Presendéntisl
nlaotio:m;§ceusfuly meneuvered so they could acquire the favorable ticket
nos 9. xxink A Vietnamese car license plate, in which the digitg#ﬁaté
nine, is espicially prized and costs an aﬂditinnal 5,000 pisstres { 50)
a8 an wnder-the counter bribe to the issuing authorities,

Thus, feeling more inclined o observe then to ignore this |
¥ietnenmese good-luck omen, I submit the following nine Deepe reflections
on Vietnam without the common masquorado of Journalistic objectivity.

1, Are the 2rllies winning or losing the war?

losing. America is in the midst of losing her first major war
in history. ©She is losing more offiaiantly‘now than at sny time since
American ground troops were comnitted here in eurly 1965, The $ide Y
has not turned--but at least there is now a tide to tumm, un%i%thﬁk
perilous near-defeat in 1964. The Americsns are presently heading for
stalenmate fmx but for a dead end. There is currently no light at the end
of the tunnel; one is not even assured there s = hole at the end of the
tunnel, The weight of the U.S. position ourrently is "Don’t rock the

boat," yet the boat is not only rocking-~it is sinking.

(sore)
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Militeary figures showing the Allies winning the shooting war are x
released simply ”booanéo they are the only ones that show ity other
significent figures are not relessed, including those on the crucial .
non-shooting war. The Vietnemese enti-Communist’s military and non-
military sectors are dotereristing' Taster then the Communists are being
weekened on the battlefield. The Allies sre fighting a conventional-
atyled war of snnhiliation, in which the clsssical objective is to kill
the eneny destroy his bases, The Communists, however, are fighting an

un~gonventional war of at}rition, in which politics, economics, propagsnia,

4

y ol

psychology and t%aphobia as well as bullets are inter-woven to arodo. the
allies” will to resist.

In short, the Communist and the Allies aré fighting two different
wers. The Americans have computerized the mmu;a ‘af their war of

snnhilistion without comprehending the deasdly substance of the Communist

war of a’_ttritiom

’

2+ ¥hat sbout negotintions with the Communistz side to end tho war in

South Vietnsm?

Any negotiations now or in the next several years aﬁo a camouflaged,
slowemotion Allied surrender. No snti~Com unist pelitical, military or

social institutions eré strong enought, even if unified, to withatand

the organizational and ideclogical momentum of the Communists if they. ...v

allowed into = comlition government. Negotiations are not so much a mesns
to end shooting war they are to shift the vehicule of warfare slmnat
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3¢ Iz the war alre lost or is the los $rend reversible?

I don"t think the war should be conceded lost until it is lost.
indy, it i3 not lest yet. America is now the uﬁdemog in this war, but
it has been the underdog initially in almost every war it ever fought.
"Wars have boen won sgainst g:rew&ar olds than thia;," one Vietnam expert
reminded me recently. ;

Buty victory will require rmiisal.ahangeé by the Americen and
Vietnamese officialdom M the South. Gurréntly, the war is over-mili-
tarized, avmonmtmnanaod, owr-moriaanizo&, ever~-Yashingtonizedw—and
the results are all avar«-pmmmdiud.

I rejeat virmally all the "solutions® bes.ng espmod mblically in
Yashington——lty the hawks amrl by the riovaa, by :ttp Qmumm;tha
Republica ns end W the Democrats, by the Adninistra\tian and by its
oppositionistsa,. I rq;}eat retroat Er mll EYS aaoalatiaﬁ*.negotiaticn as
well as forward and ’baakmd atrateg:lu, enc lma am! onwlxwa, nors or
less bombing. I bénm these frmentod, sugary, quickefix theomoa heve
deseived tho mariam public and inmxltod thair m%alligemao. ‘

mmla of the American debate has contered on ‘khea ;)elir:y of bombing
Herth ”Viatnan; I view thiu debate as an %a:.damt»l tnmpoat in an Ortients.l
ta;mup. The bombing of ;;hc Horth is not even a half-»selution to the

mt problems in the Souths I haa becone a sawnd; separate problem,

or’nitting as a aatalnto te confuse the Vietnam war without touchins ’Eho
dowm—earth raslitias in +ha Sawin
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The American sir-advocates have miscalculated the effectiveness of
airpower in ending the warj; the American political leadership has
swallowed its own propaganda in believingk the problems of the South
gpring predominantly and exclusively from Worth Vietnamese aggression.
One must remember that South Vietnam is the battleground where the war
will be won or lost; the homegrown problems of the South=~shooting and non-
shooting——are the ones that must be solved. These solutions can not be
found without Americen military power in the South, yet, paradoxically,
military power slone aan.not zmva solve thems The war in the Jouth is
neither confusing nor inscrutable. But it is inordinately complex.

4. ¥nat sre the consequences of an Americsn defeast in Vietnam?

Once Vietnam is lost, Communism is half-way to India and once Indis
is lost, America is a second-rate power.

The battle of Vietnam involves more than Vietnamy it is the test of
American in 1967 through the 1970 s. Vietnam is the visible symboliec
contest between the Western way of life and Communism. Vietnsm 4id not
create the bitter confrontation beiween America and the Communist worldj
Vietnam is simply the flashpoint of that continuous cold-war confrontation.
If America loses in Vietnam, it will lose millions and millions of minds
all over the world. The battle for India and South America d will be
lost before it is ever started. The Mao~ist version of Communism will

%gg!oguggsggg%égypegatad or neutralized the power of the most powerful
(uore)
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in Amevican defest in Vietnsm before China has developed her nuclear
umbrella woul? tend 4o aatasult Asia into the Communist orbit. The civil
upheaval within China has not impeded her ability to build a sophisticated
nuclear delivery systems By the mid-19%0 s, China will probably have
developed the nuclear-equipped ICBN s capable &f oblitersting New York
and Washington. W¥hile China msy not decide to atomize America, what
about Singapora,-ﬂeng Kong, Seoul snd the Indisn sub-contineni?

'This question, now s sub=current within the Vietnam problem, is
already being asked by Asisns--yet all the non-Communist power in
fsia csn not provide the snswar.

Ss ¥hy is Amorica fighting in Vietnam in the first place?

I view most of the official explanation as so fragmented and
inarticulate as to be unsatisfectory; none of these have captured this
momentous pivut point in history. So, through the years I have asked
this seme question=——of Americans, Asi=ns, Europesns, Viatnaﬁese in and
out of the government. Only one person I interviewed foresaw the immense
global and historical importsnce of this wer. The answer of this
Youtern diplomat was so filled with elogquence and perpective,  dgh |

take the liberty of quoting him st length.

(vore)



Haflasctiong=—page 7

i

¥The world 4g posed with s new provlien~=the preblem of ths smorging
nntions. Thres decades N0, thars ‘cmly 8ix nntions in the wordd worth -
:#or;‘ing shouty the embassies of the world could be ao@a& on two hends,
Until 1540, no one worried sbout the United S$ntes=eit was » hoash
mvalting ex-colony on the other =ide of the Atlantic. Then, all ttm
suidenly, in 19495, the ’mrld blomsoned into asseres of new zmtinna,
ench fumbling liks & new ha‘by»‘se:fei’t al‘ its nenany. ﬁ‘;w sould havae
stayed in the nursery longer, But, the depsriuve ol tﬁg zelonial po#?ex'it
have grested o vna@-

*¥hich way will they follow—-&ha west or Communisn?

“Ihede new natiohs sre rife with the ides or Commwnism. They ars pooxr
/esamtiall}poor»mﬁ by themselves hz;?a 6o means or hope of ever reaching
ray signifiosnt stondsrd of livings It°s plain ‘thay ‘re wide oven to the
St doctrine-—uizmid clonksd in xenophobis, taking from 00 D
and giving to the have-nots. They cen’t be = eapitalist nations beoause
they haﬂ'ﬁa o=pital. Thﬁﬁ, this pcswar #orld is a bettle nné, the

-emerging nations the battlegrouns.

"The Tmited Siates has a blend of selfeintorest =nd altruistic
mmti&oa in defonding Vietnam. Americs really belisves Communisna
deprives the wesker nations, is opprecaive snd brings m‘i'ii;'; Communian

£
is the modern tyrant of &enghia ¥mk Fhen snd Hitler snd America han
alwsys hoen sgainat the tyrant. It doean”t take the politicsl menmis

AP o P hesmatot s
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s "So, America must fight it out and she will receive little in return
in the shodt rsnge. As one bitter Americen here reminded me recently
*Never heve so menydone so much for so little thanks .

"But, one must remember, on the broad canvas of history, there
are repositories of wealth and knowledge which one nation gives te the
whole world, The Greeks hed it, the Chinese, the Romansz, the British
and now the Americans. These repositories are not simply gold in Fort
Knox, but the enormous humen weslth in the shape of genuis, ingenuity
end productionj they are the will to work and the will to produce.

"Every great power has had its own apecial genuis, but it hed to
out—going. A nation that lookedm enly inwerd stegnoted snd died, Rome's
special gift to the world nade Britain a2 better place to live in 400 B. Cs
then in the Victoria era. Nowy, if America chooses to defend only her own
shores and hide bshind her nuolear cobwebs, Communism will sweep onward
The world will thﬁ to the Dark Ages.

"The Communists ﬁsvo developed a new temchnigue to seize power
called revolutionary warfare or "wars of liberationsy™ the United States
is only nation with the power to stop them. Vietnem is =8 good a pxims
placex as sny to stop them and the 1960 s as good » time. So, Americen

must give and fight or stagnate snd IEs(™

(sore)
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6ee ¥hat is Communist revelutionsry warfare?

One military officer described it nus "that unholy itrinity of subversion,
terrorism and guerrilla warfare". Another source explained, "Revolutionary
warfare is the way nations end continents will bde conquiéred in the
future. We re settling down in our military staff colleges s$ill studying
conventionsl snd atomic warfare. Ve must study them beczuse they are still

posaibilities, tmt they are not =2s predictable »nd probsble as
revolutiomary wars. They are being fought under cur feet, sround our
ears and over our heads every day in every comner of the world."

4 third source explaineds "Revolutionary werfasre is besutiful because
11:’ is so delicate; it is subtle and invisiblej it i=s scientifiecy it°s
damnsbly horrible becsuse it depends on the distortion of facts and
subversion of the aind."

T s Netar o T el b i A i we W
the mind is covert subversion and the body is the armed guarmlla‘ The
guerrilla ¢a n not be born without the economic~and social injustices

end the corruption of political powers the \olmdas‘;ine subversion

precedes the over subversion and then, after percolation and fermentation
grlvanizes the guerrilla movement. In Vietnam now, the srmed Communists
are beginning to be managesnble, but the r@al probidem is the grid system

in which they move.

(rore)
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* Communist revoluticnary warfare is the most vital factor in your
life and mine--except for the Bomb and the Pill," one Americsn explained,
"and not one Americen within 10,000 miles of Vietnam knows $hat."

The Boub, the populstion explostion and Commubist revolutionsry w'
warfere ﬁhe three predominating, entangled treué; shaping the future
of the emerging nationss The hexeibim horrific finslty of the Bomb hes
forced the growth of = low-cost, low~intensity type warfare, more
political than military, vhich the Communistis have codified and institu-
tionalized, PAmericas can win a nuclesr war," one officer cxplainod,‘
"but having won it, it would tske fifty generations to rebuild the world,
The ]chb is such sn obstruction, it has renderned nuclesr warfare
virtually impractical--asnd the war around that obstacle is the shadow,
twilight wars of revolution."

The population explosion in the underdeveloped world, which the affluent
West will be cocooned againat for snother century, is also reinforcing
the Communist shedow warsdfi The ioemmg problem of & semi-global,

illiterat illiterate Third World is intensifying not only the battle

s

batmqqf;hp_hgvog. the have-nots, but 2lso between the have-gots vaj

¥

,-«f"“M
the cen-gets. The Pill, introduced by the West, is simply an ammesty for

the un-born, but not en emsncipation for the emacisteds In short, the

tranp of time is marching towards the Communist dond.

(rore)
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7. Hhat mistakes have America mnde in Vietnan?

" pside from 1gzwring Vie tnamy America has mede every mistake in the
book," one vietnam expert explained., "But iAmerics osn still win. The
Communists have made mistakes too."

Since it is easier to read history backwards, I would list these
American mistakes more for the benefit of the future rather then t% scolding
the p@at. | ’

First, the ovoz-riding?rﬂaial Americen rationsle for involfement
in Vietnam is essentially 1;0 stop the tide of Communist aggression, which
is in American self-interest. This is a defensive and negative strategic
posture. To projeet the idea of the Communists simply as the "badnickas"
without offering a visible alternative of why @orica is the"goodnick"
is a dismel sdvertisement for the hungry nillions of the emerging
nations. Americsn nust be pro-something.

Second, the American public, intelligensiée and leadership can
visualize global or world wars of their pasi emperience; these were
essentially one~dimensionam wars. But,pall have failed to grasp the
totality of the wer within tiny Vietnam; thiéis a two dimnsmgf war.

The second dimensionmd~—the heart-—of the war is the Victnamese people,
» fact the Commumnists recognizéd long ago bty calling it a "people’s warn,
The people furnish the guerrillas with the nourishment~-food, intelligence

f':"wﬂf:_...w"’“ﬂ’
informetion, sempens, beds, which enables the movement to gain mamentum.

{rara)
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The Communist have devised a powerful recipe of warfare blending
in proper portions of politics, economics, military atiacks, terrorism
and persussion. This formuls to seize power has been codified snd primer-
ized in much the same way and-$he a housewife s recipe for angel food
cake., Now this recipe is being pm-pmkag; for export.

But, the american sre trying $6 beke fheir oske with one ingredient,
such as flour, or more msccurately gunpowder, without blenging in enough
of the other ingredients in the correct measure. In short, the American
approsch lacks integration, waich tragically epitomizes to Asimns the
sickness within fmerica itself, Almost daily Americen newapsper coverage
reflects this \m‘halmﬂd approach to the war. The Washingion versions
of the whether this is a political war, dymsnﬁing pelitical selutions,
or a military wer demending militery solutions, are both in error. It
h a total war, in which each aspect must be in perpectives. In its root
form--long by-passed in Vietnam by now--the genesis of the war was essen-
tinlly economic. It was a basic conflict between the have vs. the have-
nots, with $he political-sosial structure simply cementing this inequity
through the centuries, | In this sense, the American ideal of pure capitalism
and free enterprise is woefully behind the times, For, it meens econo-

‘mically thet only "alf minority rules a 99% minority."

(more)
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The moat crucisl mistakes were masde, in nmy :;‘udgmeat, in the Eisenhower
and Kennedy years, when the American failure in Vietnam was to concentmate
on building ardies rather then sdministrations, to build urben industries
in the cities rather than‘ to dmprove the lot éf the rural peasants.

Through 1961, only four per cent of American economic =id was devoted %o
the rural economy, where 85 per cent of the population gained their
subsistence. It was enay for the Communisis to try to implement leo s
strategy og selzing the countryside to encirele the citicja. America has
provided an abundsnce of dollars for Vietnam, but little common sense,

Third, on the military ai;do, the American military advisory establishment
in Vietnan uinct 1954 has built the wrong kind of Army--sn conventional
non~political army deaigned to stave off a koresn-siyled invasion.

At the birth of the Gommiwmspiiod guerrilla movement, the Vietnamese
government wanted provinsisl militi;r. o figﬁt a aaﬁnﬁr&mmgmcy war--yhich
it 4id not get wntil it m too late.

Since the American builup of gmmd forces :l.nl;.%ﬁ, the Vietnnrnese
arny hes gone from bad to worsej the Anerican milﬂaxy command has used
American troops to fill the vacum, without insisting cbakr:“"‘a‘fﬁ-birth of
Vietumens nilitery diseipiing snd sgaresesivenses md dir;“*iim\ishment
f&i those officers end men engaged in the nushrooming oomptim: ™

(more) ?
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I hold American commander General Villism C. Wesmorelsnd responsible
for this failure. In my view, he kas so failed in advising the
Vietnanese armed forsces he should be immedistely removed and placed in
an innoculous post. America oan not afford to give him the luxury of =
ma king these ssme mi;te,k'ea in a future Vietnam.

Fourth, onk the aon-militery side, the Amerioaa troop MM«-up .’m ) A o
- ,- il y

1965, has brought in its wake the most harnfia wave ef eorruptioq ia 50
widespread and flagrant that old-timers here compare it with that of
Ohiang Kai-shek’s regime, which lesd to the VIGS%Ey of the Commmists

in China. Obvicusly, the Vietnsmese discovered corruption long before

the advent of the Americans, but the imericans are simply finsncing ite—and
thus, in part, their own defest.

1s the DHZ Barrier s solution to sny of the key problems of Vietnam?

No. To mey, "the McNamara line" is one of the wanokiest, yet most

inganous propesals to hit Vietnam for » long time. It illustrates the
zmapke proper squipnent being eitrung out like Chrisimas tree lighta—-‘m:t

/in the wmng‘plmo. By siretohing it along the mxz, iizin line is ni T

-

L oy

“‘mﬂm
dtfmding the Vi.utnamon poopla who are the treesy it is not defending
the Vietnemese people who are the quinteasence of the conflict.
The ﬁaxmara line" illuétratu the imbalanced sppresch to the warg
1% recognizes only the military aspect of the problen=-snd the North

Vietnaness aspect of that military pmb:.m. Horeover, inerican policymakers
will B8 Panal widh « maed Sidw aoved . U
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As long =8 the Communist side refuses to negotiste, America and her
allies have two alternatives: victory or defeats The impending defeat
which the Allies are slidihg into must be reserved with a fresh, mm
‘dynamia and intergrated approsch to the war. kThin new approach for the
war in South Vietnem involves first a re~think and re-do of the mesns to

®stablish security. Once that is done, as one expert explained, "the

Allies must demmmstrwtiva démonsirate they can give the pesssnts and workers
2 better deal than the Communists. There s nothing the Allies cen 't

do that they do-w-and do it ten {imes better aul fifty times Tsster. The
tragedy now is nothing of visible substance is being done,"

But, how to establish mecurity is the pivotal question., With more
than Q million Allied soldiers under arms, not one sguare inoh of South
Vietnoam is sefe and secure~~snd that includes the new Americsn Embassy
end Ceneral Westmorelsnd s plushnew hesdguarters, called Pentngon Bast.

The Revolutionary Development program, designed to bring security =nd good
workd to the villagers, is already fizzling woefullpm,.

I believe one way tp establish security is for Mr. MoNamara's
electronic barrier to be strung, not along the DNZ, but between the
fopthills and huge rice plains along the northern half of the country
in order to defend the population. This would form an impenetrable barrier

fortified with counter-srtillery batteries, to seal out the Conmunist
main force units, which thousends of Americens have died fighting--but
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In front of this barrier, two-men Americen teams, aquiéo& with
highly sensitive, pecple~aniffing gear (alresdy in Vietnam) should become

the guerrilla, not to fight the Gmmmiat units, but simply to aight then |

7.

e

for air and artillery bombardmon‘ba; . xhiu approach 15 directly/in wh;;;wm ’”f
Americsn units roamed through the jungles to find Coummuwiists where they |
held their bunkered positions snd other advantages. In short, T believe
Westuorelend & forward strategy has consistently been haywire and hes
earried the war sideways, if not backwardis.

Once this electronic barrier is established in lightinbzg fashion
Americen military power would be used-—-not to engage the enemy main
force-—but to protect the Vietnamese people and to allow positive programs
to flourish. The genuis and government, the law and order, the fruite 4
of sconomic eyuality =nd political justice must be visibly demonstrated
to the Vietnsmese people, if only ‘in one small area of the country. The
diffioulty with the American democratic system is that it has never been
codified, Illiterate pe=zsants and weslthy Vietnamese war profitesrs, not
having lived or seen demoerscy, haven t the least notion of what it is
Vashington ssys they re fighting for. The Allies must outclase the
Communists in positive, pure appeal--in performance, not in propagsnds
snd promises. The jungles must be cut dowm and chewed up (machines to do

this are now in Vietnam) to open up new land se—sort of 2 Vietnsmese Homestesd

At of 1967. ‘"
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Low~cost bousing must be built for the urben workers--with ownership
rights and installment psyments administered by =n honest government.
Rice cooperatives should be orgsnized in which pessant farmers, rather
then Chinese typhomns, receive the monetery gains television, which the
Saigon g\wa:énmmt has orgsnized to entertain snd indoctrinate the urb;in
rich, osn be used to educate the illiterate in the countryside. Systematic
changes must be me=de in thé nepotiem, cawptim and ineguities of the
Vietnamese MMnmt, which is aanamg;to become not dictatorisl l;
suthoriterisns, but "an amisble, 2imless snarchy."

This new spproesch is not really newsj mony have advocated aimilax
plans in the past. Kt;f is simply the last chance %c do it. The
smericen snd South Vietnnmese dreams, hopes, strategies, prestige and
futures are now so inter—twined mm that the war to both is = matter of
survival of the same megnitude as the Battls of Britain in World Wer II.
The masterful speseches of Churchill during that battle were nnde before
the mejority of the American G.I. s novw fighting in Vietnam were born. But,
because they were tiw iast eloguent words defenting esnd defining Vesiern
survival, they may be as appropriste today as when he spoke them.
H is words, appropriaste for the Amsricsn ofﬁoialdmln

"It is no use ssying "we are doing our best, ~ You have to succeed

in doing what is necessary." ; 1o ._q

Tor the Americen political opromitonistst "If you open a quarrel "f}i" ;
hatwasn tha nagt =nd tha nresent. we shall find that we have et .
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For the American public: "If we can stand upesesll may be free and
the life of the world may move forward into broad, sunlit uplends, But
if we fail, then the whole world, including the United States, including

B ot
all that we have known, immiwdimg and cared for, will sink into the Abyss
of & now Dark Age@s.«. Lot us therefore bresce ourselves to aur duties
and @o bear ourselves, that if..e(we) last for a thousand years, men

will say, This was their finest hour.

3O
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