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SAIG(H-=The use of airpower in the Viet Nam wor will be slightly
Wmmmam%pmthsmfwmmﬂmwmmt
Lodge's program of soclal revolution in the countryside, sccording to
relisble sources, Y
 "You can carry 2 mildtary progrem so that is vill em orecte
pauf:m; hatreds,” one relisble source indicated., "We could win the

-

wor," hold o veforendun and lose that,®  (Source 1.).
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e odjustnent of the employment of airpower, most of vhich is
smerdoan-piloted U, o Navy, Marine or Adr Forco ke £ightor-bombors—e
is considered nocceasary by Mmericen officials in the politicel ficld
to prevent poseible a&s adverse political roporcussions among the
Vietmomoese pocsants in the countrysides In additiony the inoreosed
numbor of Amerdiocan combat forces on the ground gives military commonders
the chense to followsup airstrikes 4m on tho ground in tho "contested oreos®,
dizected anl apprefesd the siSNpENSGEn iy operoticns, (Source 2)s
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Ohscrvors here %m’ predieted a full-scale clash betveen
the Lodge viewpoint, which 4is considered to be more sensitive
to the politicel vepercussions of the airstrikes, and the viewpoint
of Americen military commenders who considered airpower eas g
primarily ucens of m orushine the Viet Cong large=soale
offensives, ~TERbEY 3 in 1a 1ate Pebruary before the arrival of
fmerican ground unitee

The lodge viewpointy Mtxy expounded by his top odde
Bdword O. lansdole, o rotived U, 3. TIFToro Air Force general,

wvhen he wrote that the Communiasts K&v had get loose a revolutionary
iden in Vietnam that would not be destroyed by bombs or bulletss

vhile this atatement renortedly irked Pentagon officialn,
relinble sources here mﬁﬁ.oﬂt that "there is no confliet m

botween the Wu Lensdale mx viewpoint end the militery viewoint

yots" (Source 1).

(tore)
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The emplégment of airpower withinm South Vietnem falls into
three broad catogorice.,  The firet, called “mase aip attagks," mostly
by Stroteclo Ay Command B-52 bombers’pound stromghold aress of '
herd-core Viet Cong mmhatam. This program will be continued
ong TR o0 acoelerated to Mst one & massive airatrile
a day, according %o reliable mildtary SOUrCea, (m 2)s The second
mmmwwfmmmuWmemuMm
comes t0 tho odd of trapped and encircled Viotnemese and Americen
ground troops. Hilitary sources hu say this has tumed the tide
efﬂx 30Mm6 &' batiles in favor of the government end hasg pmemu
the annhiliation of sume government undt especiclly before the
arrival of /merisan combat und ta, ©

The third catogory 4c the most mmmmu ' }jwis called
"eombet sorties® of fishter-bambers % vhich Viet Cong structures
and troor concentraticbnge=hut unlike, the Firet c&teWhe 33 zivetrikes
are not solely in vm@ Cong stronghold areoss

(More)



Rarely do ground troope follow up the “ocombat sortics" <o dotermine
cxectly ~hat structures have been hit ond vhorBIVWTe who hos beon killed
or i) “ounded, buomerss ' statistics are besed mostly
on pilot's estimates and not by confirmed cvidence on the grounds

These missions are m exoeptionally more difficult
then strikes ageinat the "desth somo® i wat Gong
modteoneemeanzs  otronghold aress, which contain ths esmmat of
civilion population, exeept for the membore of the Viet Cong fomilios,
The "combat sorties” are lounched agpinet emall Viet Cong guorerilla
bands, who offEl casily and veadily mingle with the civilion population,

The problems of the "eowmmbat sorties” mixror the most pressing
pn-diiddweretowrsrt conplezities of the wer in Viet Hame

(torc)
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The Vietnomouwe goverrment controls onl: & cmall fringe of villages
surrounding eanch of the major population centers in the countayp
the remeining villages in the countryside are considered by
counter-insurgency experts to be either partielly or totelly dominated
or controiled hy the Viet Cong=~-not only with guerrilla troop astrength,
but also by Communist politicnl cadres

(itore)
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Reliable mources who have escaped fyom the Viet Cong-dominated
hamlets oeid that the Commumist political cadrey sometimes working
underground, ovgenized all the pessanto--including vomeny childreny
and elders—inte Communist nssocintions, intelligence nets or liniocon
teamss In nomo cesesy he explained, a‘@ emell childron sot as
gunrds and cheok the Communist credentials of other villagorse

 Henocey to bomb tho Viet Cong=dominated villages, vhich have
"i’ﬁﬁ "f?.&.f canes m outedde of the govermment control for two yoars
vhen the strategie hamlet progrom collapsedy mesns to  bemb
both the Tiot Cong a@EEWis military &% ond political sotivists
as mu as the pro-Conmmiot Wmme among the populationy those
“~Pwmees initoatods (source-3),

Mo basle problen on our side is that wo have not yet found the
angver for guerrillas in emell groups,™ one reliable source axplained,
Simmidiceitnindhsnessean:  “VWo have not yot found the angwer to the Commmiot
political cadre and the ono-men terrorists Ve will find the answory

but we hove not yets® (Source 1.)
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On the mess ailr attacks by B=52 bombers in the Viet Cong
strongholds, ono rveliable source exploinmed, "it is an nchiovment
if we oan keep the Viet Cong from becoming a regular exmy, or if we
can hit them vhen they get iz large groupsy or if we can keep them
from petting together in lavge groupss® (Source 1),

One relisble military source PStniBENGEReRm coid
intelligence # rovorte indicoted that the increasing munber of
SISETRINT, =52 clzectrikes had EENENESm forcod tho Tiot Cong
to infiltrte their headquarters olenents into ﬁ the po;m).m areas
mtmned by the governmonts ‘

“Mis will couse tho Viet Cong alot of probloms,” ome relisble
source indicateds "BDut it will cause uas alot of problems $00."
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