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(Wote to Baitors I've intentionslly changed the nsmes of these
mhm&mdntummmwmwmsm
getting in trouble)e.

AN BINR (VILLACE OF PEACE), SOUTH VIET NAM-Mrs, Bguyen
VmMpatMtMMM”MWMEWMM
sighed, “Sometimos the Viet Cong (Communiet guerrillas) come end
raise a typhoon over our hamlet."

For the past six months & turbulent stoxm has raged in
this tgq mw, ironienlly svildmdwmmtm nemed the Village of Peaoces
m/my thirty five miles mouth of Saigom, 4t was held by the
government until six momths =ago, mummmvmmeﬁ
end now the government um attompting to regain controls

L The slbepy hamlet of 43 families is a@mmmm
u@;mammgmmmpmmms.na
mmwunmwuﬁtuwmawuum

Muinmmewfmmawm’iiw |
Gabot Lodge Hias alvoostod the government SONGICY Comcem *L’!L
their offoriss (More e
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Zut progress 18 minimel and the joint civilian-military
effort hes lirpely bogged dowme

puring the six months following the overtizow of the reffh
%awtmnmmnam the Viet Cong shot
the hamlot chiof, beheaded 4wo nssistants , bwmed the hamlet
ammmwatmmmmmmwxwmﬁ
rifle bulleis wmudw*sﬂiwmmm
foot-long strips, which Americen officars call "Vietnomese ot
Mammwmwtargm
: d hemlet privy program.) The
mm:%mummmwmfm.mmm
defond the aren, ﬁﬁgﬁmmﬂdmttdﬂmw

Howy, to counier this typhoon, irse W&*aﬁm
Mammmmtawmuwmma
sheltar® MﬁkaMMhWM&ﬂk
mmmhmm_mmu»nxt.mx;mw'
tmmwmmamumm. 211 the other families
in the village have Siibmumiaiiess teken the same precautioms
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w¥o move saw the Viet Cong," Mpse Thi axpluined oiglis
evasively. "They came at night, umwnmw‘mmmﬂ
were working." mmmmmz&am«nﬂmmwm
cement floors snd tile-roofed humes“eepeid tazes and gave them rices

But hesides the Viet Cong typhoom, Mrs. Thi's 66-year-gld
father oxplained, mmmwﬂm”a
the ice erop last year ON Hds Zeacre plot, foreing his son to work
on house construction and his daughter to do manual vworke-cerrying
10 gallons of watéw for half a mile across pavched paddy fields for
one and half cents (Us Sa)e (Actually ome plasive.) b

“We will be humgry this year," he SETUIBNUNEIEFTIy: “But
when we get too hungry, we'll kill s dog to est.™

Murthermore, Mrs, Thi lemented, she had long ago morried &
government troopor end bore him four children. But now he's stationed
fer sway, has hi¥ own conoubine and rarely bothers to give hor any moneye

‘ For this unedusated, dsolated Vietnsmese family, the confliot

1-awamzuwmmmwmam

in 1945 and has never stopped. Yhen asked the difference hetween the

Wewthﬁﬁmmnmmmmmm “Ghy
mmmsm-swamuﬂmmm
countrye mwmumm:wwmuamﬂ
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replied, "My mind is close to the mevket-—I have no time to think sbout

China.™
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The government has made & desperate attempt to coumter the
memtmmmmmammu& Twenty cedre
ﬁﬁmMmmeomagmmMMnmmv.

* cement floor was loid 4n hnlf of %tho sohool (so the kids won't lose

-
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thelr peus in the cyagks of dfr dirh, NMps. Thi's father explained.)

The eldesly fniter will be omong 10 families to receive fast-fattening
wpmmmmwwmmﬁ%z
ﬁnmmmmwﬁuumuammnm:wm
usmmamm«tmmnmmunmumﬁim
commmity hnile ;mmagaswuwmammuu
commect An Dizb vith other henlets, Military engimeers webuilt the berbded
mm;&muuwmmrmmm;mum%yaﬁ
memmtasvwmzm, the fenoe wes to protect them
& the Viet Conge “Outside the fance,
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MMW
sent can kill us," he cxpleined. *I used fo go to the movies

mmmﬁ(pmiminlu;ﬁ.Mommam). ¥ow I oust owing my lsntern
m:mmammzﬂcmwwmw-&nmﬂ

ﬁmmmmﬂmw Fow wm're rot {Pee. T san't even @




Bino months ago, 219 strategic hamlets were listed on the
statistioal charts of the provimce. Then during the November offense
. last year, the Viet Comg systematically wiped them outs

*I could stend on my rooftop and see the Viet Comg durm
down all the houses from here southward,” one Tan An resident explained.
"But we don't have thet trouble mow. The Viet Cong comtrols themf all.®

In early DWMMM&:&WM@:MV
wmwmmmuwmwx. '
January 15th the government leunched the pacification progrem designed
to clmt»morunmmmnmwmaﬁmm
social, economic, ciucational and medical programs to win the hearts and

minis of the peoplos

mwmmm mamnnamwuj
mmk—f}m&mﬁmmﬁtsmwa
for 30 to be seoursls During the mext six momths $100,000 repest u.’.j:nea.m)
i1l bo ment in & massive progren ineludings fros fortiliser, SHSSSTIOE
insecticide snd rice sced for formers, two maternity clinies, edult
&mtimgw/mimw, pig programs, end & wide renge of othe

other projects.
(More)
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"Tot wa're getting only 50% of the velue out of sach bridge
we build,® ono imericen observer explained. "The Wied Cong nromise
the people overything, but sive then nothing. The goversmment dees oiod
to @ belp the peonle, but doos mot emploit 1% or publielse it
one of’ clering ‘ mons of lowlh gover it preatige amorge the
people ic the government®s inebility %o w&: militise  The province
is alrendy understrength 3,000 paid pmimr peramiiitapy trooperss
e AISTS Prom the 15 pacifiel hanlete—obriously
lagking many of the youmger, sblo-bodied wg»-tha sovernmert soranmed wp
66 treinces sn’ mt%hamtﬁégﬁwuatmmw. Three

n&aaﬁ%a@,uthebatmeruou,m&mﬂmmﬁmm

Viet Cong overran the posts
"We had trouble vecruiting these 66 trainees,” one Anmericen
officer groanéd. “How will everf comvinee amy more to come to our sido.”
m«rwmwmxgwmpmﬁmﬁmnmm
mmxa%mm«mnm i
xm The province chief wio comanis the peeification plem, doos mot \
mmz,theuoapammhmmﬁm \
Wum”mmafwnmmww
troops," one sdvisor expleined, "we don't know whe's wif doine whate b
There's a generel smefu while we're playing military musical chairs. For
Mmth.mhﬁsmmsmwthmmma
Boting Ths SHEEIte oF oo iemnaiiiion v the dlitenss hos syl
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hamlote=T"
who must be protected by militery units

The civilisn cadre,
been well trained end oriented for the

in the hamlets, ge also "have not

job," ome observer explaineds "And there's a great deal of inertia

among the civilian leaderships” ¢ _’;;; ’
bk i ,ée'?./{' A

In short, one Americen ohsarver evplained, e going through

everything—but their hoarts sren't in it."

the motions doing
45 on the march and moving--—

Or, as another explainedy "Breryone

put we're not coing enywheres "
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