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SAIGON, MAY ll—In carly May, Communist big-unit forces had formed
"an arc of steel™ around the northern tier of Saigon and Ten Son Nhut
airbases This movement of Communist steel-power thus began the dramatic

PR ixd t;“:‘:ﬂ/% O,
enactment of the firs of their foreboding slogan-jingle which hod swept

éﬂ!ﬂ!& suburban Saigon a2 month befores ;§§§%; "Blood will flow in Mays

Pecce will come in Junes"
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S aaas : .
/oper=tions had turned this doployment of m’:ﬁ “an sye of aluninum,"

g one senior Allied officer exrl-inecd, Thile the 2rc of Comnunist
strength is still present, 1f¥s big-unit comdat effesctivenscss hass baem

m;bsmntivll\y tempored sAllied military sources believey, g hasg 1&&: m; ab:ility

of i‘i{ roering into Saigon proper amd the 2irbascs
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“ A goodly chumi of the sudwew mave suocess to dote of the Alided
militory oper-tions is openly oredited to an am checure Viet Cong
 politiccl commimsar who dofected to the Vietnmcone government on g,gs;-ﬂ.l 19
and outlined a a,g:eg blueprint of the Cammwmists second mmm‘z?@s
o big-und thrust into g Seigome  Thus for, Allded miidt Ty cowcoes
sey, %he blucprint outlined by defeotor Tron Va# Dac has proved gemerally
‘ T full -

droma of tlw Gmﬁ.aﬁw’ My offencive of more than three M &ﬁs&m—-

suburben districtss WD
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:g;:? e ol Wm c;mmsw . attenpted May offensive is considered hore to

havo two stz toglo politic~1l purposes——cne IHECHIT1L internationsl ond

one inmma.l. The internmotional ome=-%0 uwso their militery power to orab

a psyshologlenl viotory € as e mesns of enhencing their bergnining position
in peris oo Voohington-Henol pence talks Dogimeehas been widely dinsousaed
and officiclly confirmed here by Cumnumist prisoners and documentsos

Some diplomatic sources hore believe thot with or without nogotintionsy

the Communists still would have tried to pencirate the urbon smfera-uthm
thoy niy hovo chonged the timing of the offensives

= «nore reutor
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The =econd polit.ioul chjective=—the intornsl onc--is m
regorded 5% o ta éeaﬁm@d to ﬁ.eolata-’m the American EW
m govormment of Presddent liguyen Ven Thicu more end more froem the
Vietnomeso pooples  Them, ultime tely, { porheps in a slow-moti on,

multi-phoced attrition process, to ROl

the Thicu government, seizing power in the nome of the T1LIof
sllegedly Gmumnpﬁmpuad AI J4r nce fov ﬁﬁmm Wrwtm
Ponto Forcess %m would then n.gotinte o sottlemcnt wAth the
Alismee which thoff Gommund st Jmem@sz; hod oreated, ond eviet the

L

mericans from Vietnonm inw ‘g
The Communint smolleunit sotions Which»wsad the Iy offencive
seem to be clorrly designed to offeot this internal F¥ES havoo for tho
‘E!niéu Mt government-~buty; the Commumisis feilod in their nttemptae
The most signifieont ms tho terrorist attempt €0 on the m national
radio and television st!m_ga, = "m :h:x *vh.&eh a2 blue=ond-cremo colored
toxi lo ded with phsugmm ne r the atudim, but not near enoughs
te blow the stotions off the air, I¢ the Commumists had succeededy they
communic: tion meons of the government to talkd to ito own poople during tho
oeritic 1 doys shead would have been tempororily scis-oreds During the Tot
offonsive, olso, the Communists mode cméerted efforts to copture the

government rodio stﬂt;toﬂs in the woﬁ/inces and in $2igon—--nd they met with omly

voarying degrecs of 8¢ SUCCCBSy
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Likewise, Commumist attempis, which i"iled, to blow up two
moly beeeEe: bhridges ner tg Saigon would have scrved to isclate Ssigon
geographicnlly from the suburban sections of the province of Gia Diynh,
mede it more difficult for the govormment to SUVERENSn govem outside

pro&uae from the countrysides

e
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Thus for, the Communiat May offonsive crowmd ?!i‘ig Gnlgon h' s
denificant nilit ry tootical and st tegio

surfaced three ~FHHFINTR:
feaotorn:

le The Communiats demomatrated they did not nood the oloment
of surprise to launch their Wha offensive ngninat the *ﬁ‘i capltals Rocouse
of the blucprint revenled by the Communiest defector, the Commumints »
knew the Allles were alrendy infowmed about tholr attrck snd nlerted for
thedr ndvanoce, They chose to atirck cnyweys thus nogn tﬂ.m‘ the argumoents
of the Amcr io n milit vy comm nd thot they '**‘:*-*oul(i not * ST r' %"
suoceeded in attacking ot Tot without the ndwantage

Mt of ourprdse glvon them cduring the cnnounced druse period.
2p The Communint timetsble appe rs to hove shifted from o lonp=torm

wer of otirition to am nlleout, wrgent military showdowm in which they ore

o T ety

prep rod to ridk heovy menpower losses militarily in exohonge for pSITEIv1
BEE eI er intern tiona 1%y

poﬂt&csz&*pmhsla@cal g‘fins dm'ing piva’bal

o
“ ] w %

or 13%@&“&1@;
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3e The Communi ato have mode a pivotal switeh in their botélefield

strntogye
paﬂai.aa. In offect, the Communists appear %o m mthesim the

The oities ere now the frantlim-——m lmger the juugles and rice

Mao-iat strategy of using the cowmtryside ta emiuﬁ the cities, along

with the Moscow-type strategy of = spa:king revolution ond uprisings within

the oitiosn, Honoe, this May offensive is a continwm of thei¥ Tot offensive,

but with loss ccope countrywide and £n7 less poychologiocal -~politiesl success

mamore routor
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Relilnble sources hore believe tie Commumists hod three layers of
aghicvenent or limited objectives in attempiing their militory miscion
of pushing ¥ into Saigon. The firot mission—snd by W for their
moot m’ﬁfm ambitious—-ﬂms ‘Eo attempt a Ew»s‘&yle& BETEE m of portions
of the city ond hold ﬁ :tor as long as possidble, ap they did for 25 daye
in the old imperial capit l during the Tet offensive,. Ig their big-units
had o5 cucccoded in Pt ponetr ting substantial portions of the oity amd
key imstallotions, thoy would hsve boen joined by terrerist swicide squeds
to destroy othor imstellations such os Americsm billete, the Salgon pr®t part,
the Vietn'meoce High Commend, the Ameriocsn Imbassys fmerdcon mild tery

field commenders belicve th&y N Ve Communints hove thus
far virtunlly foiled in this prodigicus plon-SamE
units hove boon ¢ so mly mongled on the outskirts of Seigoy thet thoro
is 1ittle mm for them to try M sush spectacular ventures againe
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Foiling thisy tho Communists second and more reslistio nilitexry
aim M to yin domn AMETITTITERETTOUTS ==gIYy horrass and
attrite American mta sm#;siae the M aapiti} whils alse: oreaﬁng an
inoreasing » ﬂmt af mmei}. ond 1¥ic havoo within tha ai%,v. Failing

mﬁlitrry 7
J @es the emmmwtsm these sources b@ lieve,
pull bmk slichtly from the oity limits &'d and coNSS comoentr-te on the

rural districts immedintely outside the o pitaly where thoy would cttompt
to uproot government outposts, assassincte govermment dlstrict ond villagoe
comeils, 4 revolutionary &miezmnt teamgw-und in effect, to strangle
the copital vhile preparing to assault it &% again at a loter dnte. Hoat
b4 4011V ty—mhickover of $ho throe missions $aoy

docided to attempt—mould comcontrate in o YWy 15 to 20 milo TS

Aﬁ,-.

 this distonce they would sttempt to set up their Communist-

controlled revolution ry governmenis inm villages abandoned by the governmente
{lis™ = These sources nlso bolieve this St9W stretagen to conquer 48 saigon

would ¥ 210 be the p nttern for slow-motion seisure of power im other urban

contorse e :
=More seuler
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Just how much suscess the Communists have hed to dato on their
latter two ondeavors is difficult and probably m prenature to
288058 Unable to push thoir main-force units into the city itseld,

the Communists are expected to continue their lower-level hEFFEESING

omall-unit military activities and propaganda worke

The Communists soem  determined to continue their efforts to

. sprk aa“general % uprising® im the cities. ﬁ A radio broadsact

on Moy 9 communisated the appeal of the Central Commi $tee of the National

idberation Front to the people of the Saigon copital rogion. It saids

*fhe people have to tﬂ join the Revolutionory Forces, not only to uprise

where possible, but t'u help the Revolutionary Forcvs destroy all military

jnstallotions ad and any other facilities which help the enemy, ouch as

cloctrical plents. The people should help the Revolutionary Forces

pull down the oclectricity poles, to destroy the warechouscs of military

mteﬁals, 4o arrest the reactionaries, to soize power anyvhers it is
e £

liberated or ocoupled by Rovolution Forcos, such as offices and factoricss

s=more roeuter
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The hrondoa-t continved, “The people must destroy all dooumcnts
used th by tho goverrment to pince the peoples thoy should destroy the femily

police stations

jdentifiontion liats at the prec sub-precinot

it

police files about the pecyples

and any other £110;
“fhig ntteck (into Saigon) is going %o continue and the people are
engourcged to move forward in order to overthrow the puppet governmente™
The torm “Revelutionary :@3& Foroes® has sprin sprung into unse
sinee tho Tet offonsive indiceting pro~Communist wmwaa bl
heoligens, government deserters ond drafi~dor dodgore~—tiof have wllied

themeelven with e W Viet Conge
in ecuriier nddress, on Moy 6y from the centrel committee o the
poopla and revoiuiionsxy soldiers exzpleinmeds "During these minutes and

hours of hercic fighting of all of cur people ﬁed&y, w h;ﬁ'e‘; %o M":j'

grosp ow sleorly the purpose of the revolutlons with ateel deternination
&R super off :«*t;a;w the courage to ovezcome =1l diffiocultios end without
hesitotion to carry cut thc condinuous offensive ond ol l-out uprising--te
ficht the Ameriornas, %o overthrow the puppotsy %o sulze power into the honds
of the peopley to re=take indopendence snd nitional soueswiorsh sovoreignty

democracy Cg% and heppiness for the peoplo.”

=Ore reuter
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"Soy all the cadre and goldiers should fiorsely tmoaulles.ovory
mifd minuis and every hour,.sin order to win complete vistorFeesT he
people in the city »nd in the oountryeide vho azxe 541l t;mpam:ly under the
control of the enemy ~homld wprise with ermes, Thooe vhe hove weapons |

Tony use nivese Thoce

use monponos Those who hove kaifEy -t
who hove hommer uze hsm«ar.; «in oxder to catablish the rovolutionnry
governments .nd the poople whe ldve in 1liboroted rons (of the countryside)

& 4
should e~rry out hi the slogan overything is for the frontline (the oities).”
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in Cholen, Viet Cong trocps were reportod fo call at tho homos ~
filfong government femily lista,

of the populotion and seise thelr
vhich records ¥ie oach member of the fomily in government filuse And

Viet Cong ﬁﬁiﬁag&’ars nove heoon roported calling at $he homos of government
officiols, UriAg ¢ urging them to join the pro-Communist A1:46000e -

Buty with the rap.td influx of Waa into Saigon, the eivilion casunltiesny

the g;vewing reé—-t: po==the difficulty of keoping t:mt:tgef who is friendly
and whe is onomy in the city--and the gonoral feverish piteh of

Conmunist ps ega@anaa, a key B ﬁtem&l mmaatum for gmz-m i
R A eSS ok e

Vietrnan /ie svhemsr W ﬁm czmmiss%s succeed or fﬁi feil in

their “goneral uprisings.”

=wond reuter
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