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KHE SANH, SOUTH VIETNAM, OCTOBER 10~Before the American Marines
re~visited this once~besicged combat base, the North Vietnanff Army was
using the greater Khe Sanh arce for movement of men and supplies, official
sources reporte

In sddition, young Marine snipers, who ¥h consistently roam the
surrounding hills armed with binocular—styled sniper—scopes ond
power—gcopess heve reported seeing Communist helicopters land on the
old Khe Sanh sirstrip. One young sniper related mﬂs to this corrcspondent
that he had seen a Communist helicopter land there but "thoe coleonel told
me just to shut up aboud ite™

genior Marine officers, however, deny m thet eny Communist
helicopters have flown south of the demilitariszed gone~=including londing
at the Khe Sanh airstrip. Some officers postulated that some unidentificd
nelicopters might belong to the American and Vietnamese "p¥age "“spockingh
operations, dirvected by the Us Se Centrel Intelligence Agency, and in the
words of one senior officer, "These guys never tell us where they're going

and whet they're doinge"

==more reuter



Lone sag
¥y nmm

revigit 2 (pormass/deepe)

Some Marine helicopter pilots, however, accept the report of the
young anipers that Communist helicopters have landed at Khe Sanhe And,
one Army helicopter gave this correspondent a t#o twenty-minute play-by-play
on the UF0 (unidentified flying object) & he hed personally wiinessed
flying over the Marine base at Dong Ha. "At first my co-p@ pilot and I
thought it was a falling ster,” he explained. "It was going just that faste
But, then it stopped end hovered over Bont, Ha and thon it started flying
backwards end finally it stemebed elevat.% like a rocket and ¢ zoomed awaye.
Is 2ll we could see was a white misty object with two green lights on it.
lly gunners were scered to death and rediced 'let's get out of here',
I ed®co radioed all the contraol tomrs in the ares, but nod cne else ever

B,

spotted ite I never believed in tm UFQ stories beforey; but I do nowe™
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x/. &¢ Eho uanh itselfy; unconfirmed intelligense reports indiceic thatd
ii\gm% Vietnamese troops astually mm on 4he airstrip, sdendciied by ¢
the Marines 92 deys before—and were m in tho area vhere metel rovelnentsy
shapeé 1ile three= sides of are rectenglo——onoe protected Merine aivemalt
from Qommizat shollinges eth.j/ liarine sources said the Communist trecpers

bed pulled M of“#ire strips of ihe pierced steel plavking=—the strips
prodbably

to be used os bunkering materiale
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In recent wesks, Just before the Merines 16fPro temporarily moved
back into ofd@ the ah abandoned combat base, ™numerous sitings" were
made in the Khe Sanh hillis of Nerth Vietnamese soldiers wearing

Eﬁ Batman-styled copes made of American é mottled greenm camouflaged

r—— ;

parschutes. Host of these Communist soldiers afPfa appeared to be
gsearching for food=~Communist prisoners and defectors say the

NVA are short of food, but not of emmmition and weapons. If
observed by sircraft, the North VEBY Vietnamese soldiers would pull
the cape of camouflage parachute over himself to disguise himself

as a bush or as one of the hundres hundreds of other parashutes that

dot the hillse.

==more reuiter
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During their 92 day physical abgence fwom Khe Sank, the Mavines
hod kept the greste spurrounding hillsides and lonesome siretrip undew
congbent surveillanoe, with many kinds of sir observaticn, including
airborme side~lodzing radex, Ilong-~rengs reccmmaissance patrols on the
ground, ocolor photographic missions, age intelligence agente among the
digperséd tribel populations and sitings from Merine outnosts hilitap
outposts which survey the Khe Sanh valloys The ocurrent larine re-vigit
of o Khe Senk of on infantry compeny and artillery wmit is nothing more
than s re-vigli~-the Morines are not going to stay long enoush %o
set up e pernonent base Campe
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Through the northwest passage leading from Laos to the Khe Sanh area,
the Communists have upgraeded their trail networks into single~land rondse
Heavy t_;rzz,ffic' has been ohserved en these roads—by trucks, motorbikes, by

(‘W

o 1diers end Ironmierten Mon tagnard porters of the Bru tribes-

w8 cven k% clevhants and water dDuffaloes arc considered by intelligence

foot

sources 0 be used as pack animels for carrying supplies. The Marines
have yet %o ar@i spot an actual elephant caraven® hauling ing
supplies=but $hey have found elcphant hoof-prints end dﬁoppings of waste.
The Commmists had also been moving traffic along the dusty branch

of Route 9, :mmirii west of Khe Sanh into Laose American Marine ground
units are now vma;ying this branch of Route 9 near the ﬁ Leotian borders

Ag the lMarines began operating in forece a:rom’;i}(he Sanh late last

h’z‘f‘s“‘ OB
o,
week,, Iﬁ‘ﬁ@? imerican aireraft spotbed)a truckload of Communist trocps moving

'v..,,)
# into South Victnem from Laos by ¥#Bd road anieemiet—Tt,
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