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d,teline m�cazine 

Her death aocentua.ted tho ultrfi.-proteotiveness and super-ehiVal:ry 

of Amerio 1 comm dors in o.llowi�g a womo.11 to aooompW')y theix- uni ts i11t,o 

battle• 01· oven, rhen I visit front-lino units, Pm ordered to return 

to tho 'ba.ae oarip by dusk. (•rMen grt�t killod all the time, n 011s Ua:rine 

ea.pt in exploinod. "But if u mman &�ts killed, it• s a big inaul t to 

the cai:m:ita.nder and he;• a asked a.lot of qu stions.' ) 

Thia is just one of t:1e problems of being a woman eol'respondent 

in a Gi,r zone with ne" ly 200,000 eriea-n troops. The ooramnnde.rs are 

more onutrioua; the old-time veterans are� openly insultod and 

sometimes W'lrl.,;n:in• t oven spe&lk to me • 

.But, tho multi t eo of othe:.r·s arQ openly fascinated to h ve a. JQmM 

aro'U'Yi •t; a:rou • It• a 1:U::a li Ving in a. . bubble. It• s often 

insisted th t I mo.lte a foxhole-to-foxhole tou:r in the frontline areas to talk 

t1i th the pri v. tes and corporals, These foxhole ohi tahats-r thel' tha.r4 

th amb saGldors :a.nd gen0r ls-- e the ost sme.ein II Mt 

porso110.l rule of r ol'"ti · g io to listen to the "Saigon oomt:la.ndoa ', but to 

talk · th the p vo.tos nd sergoantstlp find out ,;,"Jh t• s going on. 

utcmnt1o. ly, the firot to questions t e privates as'tt are, I� 

.btagx �here io ;your Ji.ano in the ta.tea? (No'br ska ond then Ne York). 

trc you boen in Viotnam? (Four yo�ro). 
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ot:r fing p as trying to out off the he do of the Viot Con � th o 

plane propol or -but he ever pulled u • 

ike. 

ve , o a rice paddy 

I rived in Vietn on V- le tine•s �, 1962. lt o eolden uok 

reinforood ::r 7oraon•s intuition-I sensed that a major oon:fi'liot uld be 

p' ing up in oi before 1 left erio n i p:ril, lo61. 
,/ 

y r . or ing life bas v oill ted · th t e giarf flip:flopo in tho 

Vietn situ· tion. In e" ly 1962,. I tra,vel.ed o ly in the provinces. 0a 

my first helioor,te1 oanb t helicopter issio-n, in the old banarw.-sh pod 

ll-21, tne nilot oxpl·inod t t he used his "Orey Ohost0 j:dz to bunt 

e - nd nto cha e but-oor:flios To1: y., ex otly f'ou:r yo ·1•s l, ter1 
'1 

ivioio crio • s ost m er o oppers room th t same • igh pl te 

roa. The orr w ondont • f do� ridi g olioopter qui ly f dedJ tod y 

t.hey t lk of :e-52 C ombere and double-t e-cpoed-of- ound Ph ntom jGts. 

In 1962, Ir-member driving 7ithout oaoo�t olong duoty Route 19 in 

t e no1·tho:rn provino s; toa�, tha:ra are ore th 1 t o orio 

diVi io a p'otcoting the aro In 1962, 1 m do rip to he 

0revoiut o ry" st:r tegio h eta; today, 

re oou.rinr, t' o e s o vi llagoo .. 

file iotn no o genor - ls I intorv:to rod the 

:rioau 

Kore 

out of the co try 'l'he colon 1 ra no ;r ner ls-•vorki ide-by-oide 

Am ri " t c tio 1 unit • 

( 9re) 
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The n• in  196.3 ,  the battle shifted to the streets and p gcxlas o:f 
. ....._. 

aigon ; � ffron-robed d.dhist bozn8s bon-ees wore mo:re il!lilii�fflt'm'l� 

n0 1s 10rthy thn1 fa.tlgue-olad geri...erals. '!'he n be . n th0 era of the o oup d'etat • • • •  

o n  the fil at o ne in Movetnbor, 1963, my partme nt situ ted h 1:f-ablock 

looted b. • fleei D1emist troops an 

riddled with o · nogun bullets. (One bullot shattered a book onlled 

"Probl�ms oi' l<'reedom- outh ie tn· m .. ") 11 

I covered tho eptom er 13, 1964 /a.bo:rtive ooup in o. to.xi, r� oing 
�-..:· ., 

fleei ng b to tho oe nter of the oi ty to o ble :f before the t •to so lad 

off the po t office a nd the Vietm1meso eolonol �tk��;,r-;;mo out of the buildi ng. 

00, to me, th , n.r  is  not cl.mply 1ar, but �  hellish, an oi ng 

mad noso. olitioo ia as important a.s miltt.ary operatio ns; Viot.nam0 c 

most 

mi d to feel--o. o ,...aroly undo:r t.., n -n fo eign cul.turn of n d:l e::rc nt 

oe ntury. To o that t;vpe of roportine, one muat be luoky e nougb to ·ork 

ti th k no led., blo,  _profoeeio Viet namese jour n lists. I my o se, 

they  re the nkoble P am X'lltl. A n-tho o n  of the Viet n meoe pross 

oorpo- nd guyo n llung Vuong, o i a  1 ey late- J oomertimes s u oh Qs 

form the most undi oiplined triumvirate in re oo nt 

Viotn eso ioto:cy-1 ope ndin hours sipping ooffea th Viet n mosa officers, 

dhist lender , or vi siting fortunotellor , prayer meeti s nd n occasio n 

opium de n. 
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