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(This i tho 288 lost of o two=psrt series on the militery
situntion in the Vietnam wars This srticle disousses the war frem:

the Communist viewpodint)e 7;.)” Méw,::;/
SATGON, AuGusE 6m=A fow woeks after the riTDETN: W

BHERY visits to Viotnem, = le
 shook hds wm&mua, "o ome here has rosd mmmmw.
“fhe wholo Tot offensive 1s spellod out in his book=~lightning attesks
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gtrategy 2 (nommass/deepe)

Truong M&s Chinh's writing maps out the political strategy
of Communist revolutionary warfave=-but the great rhythms of militery
strategy are still best defined, systemetised and articulated ‘By | 1
: 1

of Ngrth Vzetnamm am‘koﬂatu m t&ﬁo&wm
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Rood togethor, Nao end Truong Chinhy Sheir writings provide not
only complemontary politicel end militery conpoReAts of Tevolutionary
varfere of o Buy by-gone em—-but compononts still appliceble, as the
V6 voteran journalist 1ATISELSE- indicated, im providing a somoe of
direotion for the future, 6 Specifioally, lNao's guerrills werfare
pms.pxewt@ dynanicsa,, m@mtu and progressions of this
unconventiona 1 and complex kind of warfare=-is otill the foundetion
of the Communist military policies of figsting in the South, 4in gemeral 1°°
use of ¥ peasentry waging verfere in the countryside as a moans to encirele
and finally defeat the urben cemtorse But, Truong Chinh's politicel
strategy of the August leuﬁag %f%m?/?losar %o 4he Rusalen M
Commundot putsch of 1917, by oFPIFINE . ¥ the urban working clase
to seisure pover in the streets of tho citiess These two Mao~ist~
Hoscow components thus seem to »é¥1et be equal or %mm parts of
the whole embodiod in today's current Communist appeel in the gouths
e call for tho "general offensive and the general uprisings"
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Tis ty of dfe gtzateric, 1inos in ashicving Vietory nov gives
the Communistd 6 mplit-lovel war GFHHIPEINe in the Southw-s diffeventiction
between the big=unit military formmtions and the imperceptible, yet
omnipresent clandestine and quasi=-militery struotures which are nestessery
in igniting en uprisings

Ag of this writing, the Commmist big-unit fornationg—nostly
of Horth Viotnamese origin——are on the strategie rotweats the hidden half
of the splitelevel war, forming the insurgency gide, ere on the strategle
offensive. Tho Nerth Vietnamoso have roportedly withdrewn wp %0 possibly
as mony as £ifty per cemt of their main~foree strength from the South,
thus ¥ eresting the conspiouous lull in this strats of the war, Truong
Chinh's book doos not mention atrategie rotreatsy -but Mao defines them
with elerity and prés precisioms He wrotes
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"A streteglo retreat is a planned strategic step taken by an inferiox
force for the purpose of conserving ite strength and biding its time to
defeoat the onemyeeee The objoot of atratogic retreat is to conserve military
strength and prepare for the counter-@ffensive." He identifien the two
steges of revolutionary warfere as the strategie offensive and the strategio
defensive, ¥¥ within tho defensivej is contained the two steges of the
strategic retreat and the stratoglo counter-offensives =

”%pmtwwem«w«tm&m hnmmm. o mugt

seleot or oreste oconditions favorsble 6 durselves m unfevorable

R

to the enemy, 80 as o bring about a in ﬁze ‘balance of forooes,
before we go on. to the m wtaps of ° MWW fmﬂmw oDuring ﬁhﬁ O
stage of Tetrent wo should in gemersl soourd ot least two of the following

oconditions before we can conslder the ﬁmfﬁam X

to us

and unfavorable to the enony mwmw san go over the counter<offensive.
Those conditions eves 14 thwm\“naﬁm aotively supports the led Avay
(the most important mmm he m) 2o The terroin is faverable for

ﬂ@traﬁm b (the S war

an Mn wifsvoreble condition until Ootober) 3» ALl the maim foroes of the
5 ‘The enemy has been redwed to o tired snd demoraiized state and G

The enemy has been induced %o make mintekeon,™
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Mao's elucidation of the great militery ebbs and flows of revolutionary
warfere provides an historicsl skeleton for the steady progression
of the war in South Vietnams Im 1960, the Viet Cong"s home grows:
guerrillas Degen fighting after four years of unarmed political
subversion and agitation by Communist cadre, The guerrilles begen in
1960 end continued on the strategic defensive until late 1963, when a
military ogh- coup d'etat by nationalist genmerals overthrew Prosident
Hgo Dinh Diem and thus provided the conditions for the Communiste
to shift into the strategic offensive, Through 1963 and 1964, as the
Vietnamese nationalist govermmental end military situation comtinued o
dedsexi deteriorate with successive coupe and counter-coups, the guerrillas,
escalating inte regular formations,, n? smashed the govermment's strategic
hemlet progrem through most parts of the countryside. By late 1964, the
guerrilla movement had oscelated into PhsSSSEEF their final Phase III
with positional warfare battles against elite government troopse,.
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Then came the buildup of American combat troops im 185 1965, The
relative balance of forces against shifted against the Communist guerrillas
end regulars; the Communis ts again beceme the "inferior forse" im
relative terms of manpewer and material, They agaim shifted to the strategic
defensive, specifically to strategic retreats This posture of
M55 strategic retreat was the period of preparing for the counter-offensive,
vhich wes effected with a world-wide semsational impact during late Januery
of this year. As the veteran journalist had lamented, Truong Chinh
ha 4 erticulated the eomtamﬁeﬁ.@w w twenty yeers before with
such precision that the Communist Tet thrust this year sppeered to be
simply copied from his manual, He wrotes
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"Our trocpo comcentrate repidly amw
lightning ettocks on tho cities and the
ennihiliete thoms Inm brief, we throw
country into the battle to erush the er
viiole of our torritoryeces"”

B Dt sicomter-offencive d1d not suooeed 1n the WALy & Seamame
power by the usc of military forces in feot, military commanders here
believe the Communists suffored a military defeat of great magnitude,
slthough they offcotively gained some politicsl amd payohological £
adventoges as byp by-produets of their militery defeats Thug, the
Communiste hove WWW% to the strotogic retweat-—ond if
lao is eppropriate mauw in this ciroumstance, they are again preparing
for snother countor-offeonsive. Some eurphtouphoric mili tary sources believ
that tho Communiat military defeat at Tot was decdsive and fimalw-that they
mtammalau their total otrategy to one otalmﬂmletwtiuty’
But, theses more pertinment, ,would~be~the historical fw?umt the
comnter-offenscives ogainst the Fronchw-and compleotely failed in eache—
until they wore victorious with their go fourth counter-offensive at the
moot sensitive politicael moment of poece negotiationse
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Truong Ching Chinh specifically forecasts the possibility of holding
negotiations while fighting, saying, "W "In that case, our long resistance
will be interrupted by mew talks, and that is precisely on of its characteristics.
Hisgewer However as long as the French colonialists live in owr cowntry, and
we have not yot completed the third stage (of the genmersl counter-offensive),
we cannot obtain genuine independence and unification," If applicable
currently, his words would continue %o imply that since the Americam
neo-oolontelimbs are still in Vietnen end simse the Commmists have
not successfully completed the general coumter-offensive; +they will continue
fighting for their political objectives.
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(In o wobwt=ef nuancos of dofinition, both Mao and Truong Chinh
meammmmnwWMﬁstu
stratogic offengive. Hao wrote: “Thether in a countor-offengive or in
en offensive, the primoiples with regard ¢o these problems do not diffexr
in their basioc charasctere In this sonse wo may say that a counter-offensive
is an offensives Stilly o counter-offensive is not exeetly an offoncive,
e principles of the counter-offensive are applied vhon the eneny is om
the offensivo (as that Allled troops were before tho Commmist thrust ot Totle
Shospebn which would make their Tet sction more of a comtor-offensive than
en offensive)e The principles of the offengive are appliod when the enemy is
on the dofensive=fas is now the case with the Allied strstespie posture.. In
ﬁiam, there aro certain differences botween am counter-offensive and

e n offoncive.”
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A% this mocot peouliar moment in the Vietnem waw, the Commmist
big wmit formations have rotreanted, ocome of them soross the borders of
South Vietnam, the Al¥died Allies are on the strategic defencive
mntil the Aporiomn elections—walting for the Commumist countor-offensive.
But, under this Communist big-unit layer of the war in their split=level
war, the Viet Cong remain on the strategic offensive, vhich is explained
by Mao in terms directly reflective of what is hoppening in Vietnam nows

Then the “enemy" is on the strategle defensive adn and "we are om
the strategic offensivey, at such times our operational policy is not to
attadk onomy forces which ere ontrenched in defensive positions and vhich
we are not sure of defeating, blut systomatically to destroy er drive
out the small onemy wnits and puppet forces im certain areas, which are
our guerrilla units are styong enough to deal with, and to cxpand our areas,
arouse the mogsess for struggloscereplenich and train ouwr troops and

=amore router



ZC2C sag

militery 12 (normass/deepe)

This lower level of the split~level %‘ sl >
continuousy=Jurspemedr irregular warfare 3 fought by local gwrr:lllas ;ﬁ' /\
migdddoy- is direotly related to the Communict big-unit wars it serves
as the essential sprimgboard, providing e pare-militery, political, economie

and geesprdesmees ceopraphic foundation for the Commmist big=unit formations
to cease their strategie retreat, about~face, =and hurl themselves forward
into a sensational strategic offensives.

T™is lower echelong/of low=level guerrilla warfare also provides the
many~faceted base for the cw@nw "ﬁanera:l sin,g"-wﬁl@, lin batween
low-level guorrilla activity hnd awmed politicel m becoming relatively

obsoure. The "general uprising" is now interpreted here as meaning the
seizure of power from the Vjotnemese government and its affiliates intoe

the hands of the people, who are protected im this process of#® by bands

of armed insurrectionists or guerrillas. Siudents seize power from the schooli
primedpdn principals end uwniversity administrations. The citizens geize
control of outposts, government offices, police stations, military
ingtitutions~—ond then the Presidential Palace and the elected 1&ETEINT™
logislatures  Hence, the Vietnsmese government and its appendages 156?2321:; Danis

by a populer inewssestrer-urmed insurreotion inm the cities, which negates  /

at least partially conventioral military power.
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Currently, the Coummists are not only consolidating power in villages
under their control, but continue to fen out with precision into
the contestod and govermmont~contrelled avcasy, including the uwrben centers,,
%o terrorizo and neutralisze scleotive pro-govermment officisls, nowspoper
officos, busincammen,, wmmmnwmgmmmmmmm
by reimimpedn raining in horressing fire by morters ond yockets, to
over-run or reoch an accormodation with govermment outpost militiamen,
to cwa~wo prosclyize pclitioslly Viecitnanose orgenized units «%=5HEt0
in the coumtryside sad senler Arny officers iz tho oities and to freguent
Vietasmose govermmont ‘mmmim ef politicel atrength snd coonomis

buoyancy.
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Thore 1 ovopiliSIN@Aly onc overvhelmingly significent and ccnagpicuous
politicel sinmilerity betvoen August of 1908 and tho-fu@ist Truong Chiip
Chinh*s Jugust Revolution of 1945 This r»ovolves around the formation
peoplets liberation councile and poople's liberction coumiticos in the
villages ond honlets elther mbjeet to Shoelr ourrent contiol or ponsizutions
Corrently thoco rommmpendtdann are to corve "as o fighiing moohine and not a
purely adninistrative mechine ag in peacotincs” The formadion of thowse
oconmd ttoeny mwwammmmmfmamum-
mwmwmmmanuwawﬁwzmmm
the Cormunicts now Boest 26 of these pooplots libernticn comuiticos om

the outdeirto of Selgome -
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These committces are duplicates 1 in formy,
nisaddlp pUTPOSS, charmoa-—md‘gume—-to what Truong Chinhk established
before the generel insurrection MMM of 1945, He writes tha't = these
comnittees were used first as "transitory orgerization forms® to gain, o

enemy power and paralyze ite administrative mechine. These or@nizationa

were effectives ~Thoy gavq *khe paople “the ocoasiom to rea,lize mimrsal

S

:« MMM s

wquain

s'ﬂ!:m am T PR A S T R B _—
to direct henceforth their own deatin:yu.

In effect, after the August
Genersl Insurrcctionm, those different Liberation Committees became real
administrative organizations. To use People's Committees and Liberationm
Committees ne= springboards for the direct transition to the democratic
republicen regime woo an oxtremely interesting charseteristic of the

Commmist tactics in the =r@pre-insurrectionary p/a# periods"
These “tumlSBe "transitory organizations® with their "p;'o- zzmon
character” gave wey to the provisional goverament and finally 5=
S & 7**{ / U (B

s e Qower.

Communist coverment vhonthetssamapmt- - Sotroyst,—
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mzamggmmm@y dgnificent nnd oongpicucus
politdenl difference Detween August of 1968 end Twuong Chish's jAumst levolutlom
of 1945, The 1945 inmwrrection was vaged against the JapEeadey Jeponcsey
mmmmmﬁmzymm, but atill hold weapons and power in
Vietnane The purposs of the general inourrection was siy cimply e seize
their venpons and thoiy pover--to preclude 2 retwrn of tho 'ropneh colonioliata,
Currently, the Alldes are im the SWMM"WWﬁtimﬁg
aaami“amm«awwmmmmmmmmm

Honce, the dual nature of the current Commmnist gppeel for vheher-a
Meﬁm&wwmww or else the total morger of those
mgy. wwmmmmmmmmnmw
! NPT one inswrectiongots in the edte citien, ~as 2 moons
of out~flemiking the Allied military power mechime while craocting, es
Truong Chinh did in 1945, "the goneral form of struggle of the ammed

denonatrntions "
mmeammWhmmmu

generel oifencive, mwﬂwmumm@mmg
Chink decoribed as the "soro hour of incuwsrocticn.®

(Honics Mauazmmmm'wmmmm Hoever,
I'vo rocuonted to sce tho foreign ministor and that might come through this

weeke I'm oloo attempting to wrepup & political «=ituntionor on the Huong
government, but I doubt that if finiched by weekende Regavds Bev)e
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