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SAIGON, Pebruary BewFighting }:ia}thaif streeta,d alleys
m storefronts of this harried capital is piw%ing into 2 new pattemn:
G‘mxmi st mini-mobile waxrfare, =
This twtiaapa tactical pattern ia ta:uapim tha
South ’9’19*&:5@35@ covernment of mgident Hguyen Van Thieu inte
another round of an inoreasingly grave orisis in the near futures
In a larger timeframe, this tactical patterm is
alresdy succeeding partislly in mmtmg Lonpere
Communist strategy of attrition——to chop off the roots of the govermment
at the pﬁ;ica precinct and small outpost level within the city limits.
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In short, the Communists appear to be eroding the

¥58i bottom echelond upwards as 8

government strength from the
prelude to ovarthrowing S.*k at the ﬁ top in the futures
Jiobile wargaze, the mITIVL military tactios in whioh
the Communists semi=conquered tXix Vietnam's rice paddies, is now
¢ being implemented in miniature aslong the sireets and %% alleys
of saigon with enough yese success to aypall amw officials heres
Thus far the pattern has Jjelled iﬁ the Chinatown
gection of Saigon, colled CHORL Cholon, where Communi st sguads,r
platoons and one company is establishing a momentary, but mobile
frontline with govermment police gtationek and posts and military
units. This Phase Two taotioc g appears to be an attempt to
: satablish an equili‘hwim £ or FF e belance of forces with # &
. govermment m in the ares, Mobile warfare in the ommmaide

s generally conducted with 3.&:-3&:' units, from company strength upwardss
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: imerican officials originally pre&ioted the Communists
would be routed from the sapital oity T‘Bwqddays after their sensational
January 30th 2psay, t1 te e eiﬁzy K@ﬁ'thﬁ Communiats have continued

to meintain harrasamant in at least three of the city's

nine precinctss

The three oritical ones are the asixth, aavénth and
'eighth precinctsy in tha‘ﬁkélan seotion, most of which includes
lower-class working and residential Sraas, canalwside wharves
and warehouses, home inaustri;; guch as textile spinning, light
industry such as rice wine distilling, the raceirack area, and.
the ¥ "duck farm" and sleughterhouse arcas from which produce from the
oeunﬁryaida is processed and routed for use in the city. 8 tuated
on the smkx southern extremity of %£e eapital, these three precincis
areh@being so ‘oritically harrassed by the Communists that commercisl

traffioefinto the food-producing Mekong Delta has been severed.
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“We are now faced with the prospect the Communsts
can set up & permanent enclave in those thraa ZEFUESH Cholon
precinots," one relisble source explainedd ‘mﬁ mmh terror raids into othe:

parts 6f the city from there."

“"Even worsey the South Vgetnmmsa gavamm is toying
w&%h:i the idea the only way te solve the ;a;o‘hlm is to flatten it
with bombs," he continueds "That is the comilly wy to 3F 06 Loee
with wretching political overioness

"But, the police can no longer handle the job. THEF
The Americans have never armed the police with heavy enough weapons——
they don'i even have basic infantry weapons, And there's not enough
infantry iesps troops to wiggle the "Ggmunists out of there.f

"Even worse, there's no good intelligence information
on how many organized units are in theMr where they am. I asked
four different high-level sources today-—and got four different answers.,"

P e
b&‘t'ﬁ&lﬁ.(}}& i .‘:; i ’ T Y

guerrillas, plus four m “fresh“ Gosmmuni s tﬁ battalions tuoked

Some, ralﬁ,ahle gpurcea egtimtad one organized Communist
e a wide array of local

around GEPENNe the city/ & \/‘7”‘ 2 <) @
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Apother source explsineds "If the Commumnists

ean hold those precinots for three to eight weeks, the results

will be just horrifie. It's quite possible the government could

fall in one way or another,"
Large sections of W¥hl Cholon are barricaded off

by the Vietnamese gowrment' with puffballs of concertina wire and =
By stop signss
But, now the Communists have started to barricade
smaller alleys and side étreata with water jugs, rain barrels
and the charred remasins of ﬁ tin roofing from pravimm bombing

raids near An GQueng pagodas These w homemade ¥ cgmunist i
f"ﬂw‘w 'S T i ! ’/ —

faa (s

{
parricades become a fluid frontlines ;3 R
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4t night, ,\}the gavermant forces become BITFicade
End on islﬁnd,wfwtress &% barbed wire -nd pillboxest the vast sea
of payulation living between posts are living virtunlly at the mercy
of the Communists—~k reminescent of warfsre in the rural areas for yesrs,
From within this sea of peg;iatian, roving bunds of
. Communists pounce from govermment épost{“iii'!!‘aubﬂﬁi'!!b precinct
station--and now even the three precinct stations have become targets
along with Americsan officers billets in the ares. Recently, the
eightﬁ precinct headquarters was abandoned Eiw}:he ranking police officer.
Hey, =long with ﬁ 25 paliaemnﬁ who aié."‘:ﬁ’:k.da@ert him, set dupa
second line of defense~-but the Communists did not attempt to agsault

the building and it was later recccupioed.
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630 poli&e posts and subprecinct stations have
been harrassed or assaulted in the ére;sm-»and the Communists are now inoreasing
the pressure on even the MEmENX ﬁs?%ﬁ preaiimt ,, which inoludes the henrt
BMPEYERG Some of those CNTMNIE

attecks cooured ciurmg dayligktm&m ‘set the 'mu‘poaﬁs 3;‘:} flames as

um EBEs, ; v
they overran its Some posts held out ¥ ag&inst ha mm&t&ng‘ ngmmist

of the wealthy Cpinese section.

inoidents, Govermnment Ranger battalions are mgula I;r dispatched to

the area==snd eften they get pi:meé dm, r attae&;ad ;B}{’Zn a ﬁefeuaive 4
., + A R adcmals Bl = ki
f

F71 i

paa%iﬁ:‘ ?“Jﬁ’ € 7:) e ,;:‘ f/ f Y -
Wightly, enough flares sre éz’w;md over the N ea;Pt 4

Chinese section & "o read a newspaper by," as one source explaineds
Qocasionally, the miﬁ*@#}gﬁ@% *puff the Magic Bréges” G=47 aircraft
or & helicopter rockets \mo down to strafe the Communists as they

attempt to oross the osnals into the heart of Cholon. The government

‘\

units are protecting the key bridges leading, inta the napvﬁa; BYeByT . ¢

but the Communists simply line up barges and sampans to form d bridge

aoross which they can moves ‘ \
\
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thile the militery of ficialdom is concerned about organized

Com battal ¢ %
o oy v &Ed —_— f:gga of Communist strength, far more worrisome

zomm the looal guerrilla and political cadre
who know the $e neighborhoods and the S TEEEYS. while amEmM

hundréds of displaced pepsons heve fled the area to avoid the fighting,
~anti~Comnunists ),W ;
thuss.remainmg are fearful of a Qestapo-like knock on their door

J‘ ’&.

o Y S T 7
by these 1¢aa3§‘ cadres A5y Lulde € jf., B

”4‘(?!}»1&&3/ n l}ga already set in--and ‘ﬂm would

be considered Iethni for the Vietnsmese government.

One Vijetnamese Senator in the elected 1eg1a1amra was
H

awakened to find the Communists knaaking on dmrs in !m m@‘barﬁmd
#¥x so they would listen to a &@am&a lecture, NoHE TN oI TS
residenté even bpeeped outeside thelr doors, but the next night the
genator moved his femily and slept with friendss

one V4etnamese army nﬁ‘iearv FOPP) reported he saw
o Communist S PTRATIo assassination squad murder another officer-fyiend
strolling along the street with his wife and two childrens The
assassinated officer was not in uniform at the time=-~he had been
sfingered" by a cmuai;t % lived two doors amy from him for ten years.
police families in the ares m also B¥En known to have suffered WY

m repr.t s and assassinations in the area=~but statistios are

J N E Rl g \

/"”mw
un&vailable\ Government intelligence a.gents-ww Chinese working T¥oWul
ks {



w
z0z0 sag
wlp
stroets \Mmmass/deape)
- e

Some %ﬁe loeal guerrilla squads are made up predominently
of W Chinese with Vietnemese citizenship, reliable sources

report~-and meny of their numbersg are highly agx aggressive wcmen,
o e A A E
some of whom fworked in the Jamekk Ghiuaswwned taxtile mille W
NJL Vi b*“' Jﬂ/‘bmg é\: £ ~d Sy R f,l ey g .
LA et m Under govermment regulatm thsy“au allowed to

held trade union meetings to learn about their jobs--and these have for

il years been turning into G#gh Communist cell meetings, rather than

pro-go ernment labor sessions, reliable sources report,
P&
The impaﬂﬁ of this has been to ma;a\?istmmae Bl s

suspicious of other Vietnomese-~and under this orust of M \
b e

£

suspicion liea a cauldron of antiwsmericanim which lzau yet to
"Thig is the time when every Vieinamese has two feet andb
two ﬁﬁ faces," a tearful housewife explained, ’
And, as a newly arrived journalist first mm witnessed
the m;b mushrooms of wo smoke and flames befogging the city, he

soribbled in his notebook, "Is Saigon burning?"
(prohayward: Maybe ycsu*d like to ask Frederick Yu at

‘f";ﬁ’ Columbia University Craduste Scheool of Journaiiem to mmbdmpan

% zeepaye a profile of Cholon. Might ask Beb about i*Lf”‘r g; ;& Ba b=

Charck Chuck and An fine, .Am relieved John Bug}i‘k'}rffving, I'm going out
i ;

of town Thursday in Saigon area, returning Friday--will file after that,.

=
. Yes, let's do the pavments as vou mm sucgested on monthly basis with
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