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SAIGON, ARPIL APRILW%uth Vietnam's Foreign Minister said
the tangled difficulties of choosing a site for preliminary tolks on
the Vietnam war was evidence of Honoils "gtalling for time" p until
the Americin Presidential eleciion pi¢ture beczme clearere

Doctor Tran Van Do, the elder statesman of the South Vietnamese
govermenty refused to predict when preliminary tolks would begin. ﬁgy
"You'd beiter ask Hanci thaty," he smiled. He indicated, however, that

sadax talks as simply the

he considered the preliminary Washington-Hanoi i
first of a four-stage process of securing peaceﬁin South Vietnam and
The whole process would be long and drawm~ocut,

throughout South East Asios
Hg sald the American and South Vietnmese

he s2id, osnd very diffiocult,
governments had pleced no Wi@e limit on the time they would weit for Hanoi to

regpond before escalating the bombinggi..iiéii..@, raids over North Vietnam,
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Regarding the American elections, the fesedng mi foreign minister
said, "This is just one interpretations Hanoi might delay until August to
weit for the Demooratic convention and to see more clearly the (American)
Presidential candidates," He s2id he did not foresece any "substantial
negotistions" about the war in South Vietnam "at least before Auguste"

This interpretation sggmd secmed partially ta‘p rest on the growing
foar among South Viotnamese leaders that Senator Robert Kennedy might
succeed in goining the Democratic Party nomination and be elected =s the

next President of the Uni¢d United States, which }ﬁ#ﬂéﬁ_fiipaufse leaders

see as a major advantage for Hanol because of the é;gator's Viétnam stand,
President Hpuyen Van Thieu and Vice President Hguyen Cao Ky have voiced
publiclgﬁﬁiailar fear, though they did not §R§Q§E§§ﬁl° specifically

ﬁi link this with Hanci's so-called deleying tactics,

=more reuter
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The s%% soft~spoken, mild-mennered dipdmat became 1 ther
emotion-1ly antimated when he began discussing Senator Kennedy. - "“Yes,
the Americsn people want peace=--but what sort of pesce? You c¢an have
peace tommorrow if you give all they (Hanoi) askd for. TYou oan have
peace tommorrow if you want to gaerifice South Bast Asia and South
Vietnam. You remember the main °b3°°§%¥§,2f Hanoi is to have a
coalition——it is the best political way take over the Scuths Then
you will hove peace, but that will RETHESTIENE not fool anyone. Thot's
a canmouflaged pPEaCCesses

“Will Semator Robert Kemmedy accept this kind of p& pecoe and ...
enter history as the first American president to lose a war," the
delicately-framed foreign minister asked. "will he accept to betray
the promises of three American presidents, promises to help the govermment
of Victnam to preserve its independence and protect its peoples That's
what President John Kennedy wrote in 1961 to South Vietnam, Is it

possible for Robert Kemmedy to surrender South Vietnam and betray his own

brother?"
The foreign minmister them quickly walked from the a;r—canditionsd

reception room into his innner working office, where he picked up 2 large
volume of official documents to the gouth Vieinamese government, He leafed
through the volume until he found the lettor written on December 14, 1961,

by Pregident Johns Kemmedy to then South Vietnamese President Ngo Dinh Diem.
Ladaa - S the words he had just quoted, "We are

He showed 11v‘ ;
prepared to help the Republic of Vietn:m to protect its people and to

preserve its independence,”
==more reuter
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The Foreign Minister s2id he did not think "anything serious" would
begin on the no¥EIT: negotiations front before the Americon elections.
wYou think Hoenoi wants to negotiste §8: peace with President Johnson,
}3,1}9; hgs on%yp [Eine mqnths left?" he asked, "Hanoi may went %o n@*

b §

et +ho noxt Administr tion to see whom they will negotiate
withe They must hope that Senator Kennedy will be e¥Fsor™=Pmwsd eclected
if the trend swings towards Mister (Richard) Wixon,

and the strength of our war effort here is increased,

2ls0e But,
instend of Kennedy,
then they might negTtIwthe negotiete bofore the elections. But, I don't .
@? think it is possible to end negotiations before the electicns., You
will see the &GP aiffioulties——the megotistions will drag on for months
and months."

He 5% g~id he believed Y Henoi was in a diffioult position
on negotiations. wHanoi can not reject completely the preliminary
salks without IOSTHEWETIM™SPTI~ the world opimion turning sgeinst it,"
he svid, "but it is relustant to have seme productive WY telks ot
this time, so Hanoi is stalling for time, has reached no decision
and the difficulty of the choice of the site is an evidence of this."

He % gaid he believed that if Hanoi "drogs om the prelininary
talks and résumeﬁﬁfﬁgéfight“ then Mr. Nixon would have more chonce 10 be

elected and that TWEY would have "mothing to win with Mr. Nixom, vho is
gensrally known ag a hawk,"  But, the t Poreign Minister SHFFF# smiled,
"maybe Henol will miscaloulate because waat Senator Kennedy soys is an
election platform, but if he's ¥ clected then as President he

might adopt ‘f'~nothe‘r point of views The promise of a @ cr‘mdid:.:,tg? %?.‘fgk ;t ;;ﬁ,

He did not finish the sentence, but just shrugged his shoulders and '
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The Foreign Mimister said he believed megotintions would
evolve into & fo%stnge affoire Tho first stage of preliminary talks
between Honoi and "ashingtom would not ¢TSI entail politicol matters, - but
would be IM limited the teo {fie militery questions 3 i
cossntion of the bombing over Nerth Vietname He said the South i
Vietnmese govermment wnted to send a “persom to those tolks just to g
medint in &% cont ot with the ﬁmm'i? on delagsztim to know what*s going on."
He sadd this persony yet to be SpETRT YTt by the government,y would it
not technicslly be considered "an observer® at the mecting. Hences; he

anid the South Vietn'mese government was interested in a "neutral” site,
for which he expressed no prefercnce for the fifteen proposed by the
imericsn sides He believed W rszw end Phnom rPenh were not ":tair pro;msala,

‘:’"‘T' ( 45 Py £3 5~ LN s~ - ”f F 3 ?;u o

f et B v; “_} y,

he saids
The second phase, which might teke place at another site,

would discuss negotintions to end the Vietnom war in the South, with the
participation,on one hand, of South Vietnam and her allies ~nd on the cther
hend, North Vietnam and her alliess These, he o~1led "substantisl
nogotinticng®, which he did not envisiom beginning before August. He

s2id ho thoucht the war in the South would continue until finel agrecment
would bo resched, though perhaps the so-le of the fighting would diminishe
§&#% clo-rly, what South Vietnam wanted from Hanoi 6 during ome of {I¥SS
these two phones appe red to be & guarcntee that North Vietn:m would step
&0 cupporting and formenting the N-tiomsl Liber-tion Fremt in tho Souths

==more reuter o
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In what apperred to be a mew twist for negotintions on Vietnam,
the foreign minister said he has "lso believed that a BEFED "big power”

meny-notion canfaraiﬁefg;»ﬂ;ﬁ to discuss the scou ity of all of scuth
Bast Aqla. This conferecnce would have more mations involved, pertiocularly -
imerds-d and the Soviet Union, bdut he noted the "difficulty on the
ouection of the partieipotion of the Chinesce (Communints), " not sinply beenuse
the United Stotes does not recognize Chima, but also becouse of "the S
dissension betwecn the Ryssisns and Chinese in the Communist worlde" ‘

He sodd "it's very I logiocsl that security for scuth Lest Asia
lies not o only between North snd South Vietnam, but it depends on the
big powers t00seseVe must see vietnam in the context of South East Asle ond
in z@x sontext of world competition betweenm the two bloos." Cle rly,
the foreign minister was advecating some sgrecment between RUETTO

the Sovict Union ond the United S5t tes to cuarantee security in lsip gven
. rEr-TeTer nuclear wenpons. "This

after the Chinese Communists ¢ 5 g 2 ol o R
is up to the big powers=-—imoriccn ¢ nd Russiae It's for beyond the will

and cnpability of south vietneme We must depend off more or less—-and more
r-ther then less——on the agreement botween the big powerse sy The
Chin se Communists even with nuclear weapona would hove to toke into
considerstion the position of Americod end the Russiens if they wented to

stort an nucler wre"
s=pore reuter



ZCZC 81E
uu 1jp
minister 7 (normass/decne) 4

He scid even if pesce talks broke down, "no one has agreed on the
use of nuclear weapohs..e.becsuse it is too dongerous for everyone, even for
the Chinese." WMegoh Ak m«:g e

; He =7id he viewed the fourth stage of/ would dezl with the internal
South Vietnemese problem of the relationship between the govermment =nd the
Notional Liberation Front. "This is an internal question," he saide "The

Notional Liber:tion Front always says they are an indigenous movement, an
so in other words they are rebels and it's

autonomous movement in the South,
up to us (South Vietnsmese government) to deal with them, What is

acceptoble to us snd what's accepteble to them?....We do not want to destroy.
them, They simply must choose between North and South Vietnam. If the
Comnunists (in the Nationzl Liberation Front) want to, they can go %o the
Forthe Of if they went to lay down their arms and join us, they'1ll be
offored the rights of other GEEE" citigzens." @ Asked whether ces

some of these non-Communist elements who laid down their armsy would be
agcepted into the G@Or government, “héTSEiT it "depends on the comketency B
ﬁé’named seviral examples of ex-Viet Cong who

of the individu=l."

positions in the government's =dministration SMNEeEy,
He coutioned sbout the use of the words "G&€

He said "sometimes it isn't the right word. You con have a

""goalition

government.™
@@Pconlition in 2 country with politie:l parties——but not with politic:1l parties

th=t h ve an armed force, If they have an a@® armed force, can we accept to

have a coaition with th@mi : " No, if's N*
uncongti tutionsl and unlawful/ ,,,,y LESS TTReg dreop €1 K
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