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SAGO

SAICON, April 1 ——President Iyndon Joy Johnson's

radio brosdesst stating his vefusel to astept re-pominstion for 2
ooond term orecied mn atomic—sized pelitiesnl shook wave through
pr and Vietnamese anti~fommuniat

the hawkish ox /‘merican mom

sommunitiscs herss

This this war zoney
de-esealation of theBMbing

this & announced decision far

cut=impsated his statemsnt of &
imericon bombing raids over FNorth Vietnam in the hopes of esiablishing

- peoce talkShep mm&'ﬁ%%tﬁﬁl%ﬁeﬁﬂwé %%gigfger *i%@g«i% ief

an QQ}} a%%ﬂ here could we;ily bhe- mmm«w‘j

Bobb 341 wi
¥y Kennedy, o has vigorously opposed the American mli mili*f«ry effort bor
it & Desaldd : P 3
The Precident has stolem all of (Bugene) MoCarthy's orguments, but thi
Gteet Sy e
will help Bobby Kemnedy get the nomn nominstion whils miking him lock like

a fool," f i cinis
0i," ons ipgerican officer exnlained,
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%& the American mbascador and General Vestmorcland, down
to lowly fighting privates, had tuned in their redios to the U, 3, militery
station here to heer the mid-morning address,
"Inorediblo—Fantastic §," one Americon officer cxelaimed
Mrs  tho Precident announced his deeision "not to seck or accept"
ro-nominitions "This is en entirely now ballgame--it means that
(Bobby).enny Kennedy gan has a good chance to wine"
Some of the American GI's had toped the President?s address

to re-ploy for their buddies who had missed it, They ro=played the

1 at woz*tmn of his Wh. ~+s ma K g N / fe so A
"1 ’thcmg;ht the Frasident said he “wouldn®t nm un funlosnem

but he didn*t, He left no way outs Buty there alwaya must be an

unlesps” - & P © E R Ty
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Another militery howk, ofter overcoming his initial
shook, cxelaimed, "The only thing loft is awr write-in==and I'm
going to write~in Horry Trumene"

Specul~tion in ﬁmar?cﬁg eireles, including among senior
officers, immediately be@an;%o"wanﬁw!m&f somehow at a later time
the Prosident would change his mind and agccept o draft=—or whether
he would back Vice President Hubert Humphrey--or in what way he could
gusrontee ax his pelicy not to f2ll into the hands of Bobby Keonnedy,
who is regerded here as a 5@?’ * sell-out dove."

To the astonishment of her male office superiors, one American

burst into tears when

secretary, a Catholioy
she heard the transistor radio say the President would not rum sgain,
"I wans sorry for that poor men for having to govern us gofly goofy
Americcns,”  she explained, "And it was anger at Bobby Kennedy. Ig
Bobby hodn®t split the party, the President ouldn't heve backed outs

In the dinn dining hell of 'the "colonel!g messes", the dining
hells of senior officers, meny speculsted "the old man must bo sick

and under deootor's orders not to run again,® Fow seemed to believe the

Vice Precidont Humphrey could seize the nominntion from Bobby Kennedy,
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#Thins iz beyond belief, or comprehension," one American
officer exploined, "The President has adopted the policy of Kennedy--
and yot in doing so has undercut Bobby on the one hand but inoreased

his ohonoces for getting elected on the other,"
4 Mmericon officials here had not

Even the highest ranking Ame
been informed about the Presidenits decision not to seek a scoond terme
s¥%m The first order of business of the rogulorly scheduled mee U, S Mission
Council wns to listen to the President?s addrosss In the third floor
conforcnce room of the recently rocketed Ameriocen Bmbaany, American
smbassador Bllaworth Bunker, General William Ce weatmoreland,
honds of the economie, public information ge agencieny, the CIA
and sevon other senior officers wore informed via radio of the President
Presideni?s decisions nfhe Ambassador had no vooal renction," &

mission opckesman said,
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howeveor
sanicr Amerdcon officials end commanders here hand received

o yundowm % on the de-gnonlation of the bombing over Borth Vietnemy and
had in turn "consulted, rathor then informed®  the highest ranking
members of the South Vieinamesc governnonts

The Py upper-class, edusated Vietnomese, inoT
ipeludin, officers, cenatorsy government officinls and businessnen
were nlso ostonished by  the @eETETo President’s announcemont
statement he would net seek re-oloctiones Dut they were far maré & skepticel

about it then the Aperican communitye
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"Remenmbery this m,p April Foelfs Day in Viotnam," one
Vietnameoe officdal; specking privately explained, “How can we
Viotnamene bolieve vhat Prozident Johnson has seid, He can chonge his
mind 4 He ic very “wmweo itrickys Whal he says today, he can forget
tomorromwe"

& Vietnomene politician explaineds "Looky we can never
trust /morican politiclana, 2n exomple is Konnedy--he said he wasnt4
going to run and then he deeided to run, Who con believe thend”

Cleorly, the Vietnamese were inelined to judge the Americen
politicnl scene in terms of their owm cynmmm‘ end skeptieism of Victnemese
politicn, Buty come were rather moderately calm and optimistic.

"Maybe the Precident decided to de-esenlate the bombing just
to win votes or something," ome Vietnomene expleined, "But the
fmericons can never abandon Vietname Dbecause they have half-million

troope and » bunk dbundle of pre moat of the prestige wrepped up heros™
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me retired Vietnamese general explaineds "Johnson
io one of the trickiest of Amorican Prosidentse Hp is the typieal
merican--and represents Amorican thinking, They talk bigy, they talk

of power, they are tery t very tricky--and Johnson comes from Toxa

Toxaae™

Another Vieotnamese added to his commentoxrys "Yesy but
only the innccent Vietnmese can be foeled by tricky peoples The
Viotnamoso constitution promulgated a yoor ago d tedoy-=on April Fool's Day
tooy; and =0 no one could take it very seriously either, But, remember
the Communints are very tricky too."

==nore routery



BCBC mag

yy 1ip

johnson 8 (normass/deepe)

officially, the Vietnamese government has made no cclmerne
immedinte comment on the President's decision not Yo runy Vicin'nese
nowaspapers were published too late to run stories or editoriasls about
the President®s specchs

Howevery, the Vietnomese govermment to the haddx reduction of
bombing over Hprth Vietnam—w:nd American hopes for peace talke=-broucht
a strong and advorse reaction, The Vietnumene government hud been
informed prior to the President's speesh about the first portions
¥l related to des deescalation of the bombing, Sunday, addressing
® 14,000 students who had just finished their two wocks militia training,
Ty Pronsident NHguyen Ven Thieu cealled on the Vietnamese to m ke more

pen . continue fighting, oven if the

saerificos and to goxbhimudemmgrrany
tmordenne moke a peace settloments
"Hobody oon force us to accept this coalition (with the Communists)
and nobody can foroce us to accept Communist slavery," Thieu said.
He told the studentss "I can net and will never accept co:lition
with the Communists.”
Despite the & initial adamacy of the Thieu government, the

renction of one Vietnmmese intellectual seemed typieals "This is the

boginning=—of what we don't know yete Certainly it is the bi beginning of

worse to come=emore D fighting won the battlefield and probobly dememstrations

in the strecta,.n BT e,




	363-04020
	363-04021
	363-04022
	363-04023
	363-04024
	363-04025
	363-04026
	363-04027

