(Morgen Gandy)

sﬂﬁm, 09220, (UPIS)==The American govermment is drifting
tomards global embarrassment as the military regime 'ot‘
Prime Minister Nguyen Cao Ky appeared to be virtuslly finished.

The immée immediste, short-term question im Saigon tonight
was whether the flamboyant Air Force general would be phased
out in an orderly tramsition of power to am interim civiliam
government—=or whether he would be toppled ﬁ:é-r by the
violence of chaotic, bloody demomstrations and street mobs, or
even hié owmn dissident military troopse

“BveryomA knows the Ky regime tgi‘s dead," one well-informed

Vietnomese political source explaimed. "It's

2% best aye brief

ceretaker govermmente It's only aae’question of how much

time it tekes to bumy it~—and which politicians grab the corpses
(Note to Editor:s this assessment made after talking vith

Vietnamese and American govermment officials == as well as

Tiotnamese opposition groupings).

(More—-Miller=-BD)
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Western diplcmatia'souraea tonight presented this assessments
"Ky's chanc:gg & of survivel ove very thim
if you ta.lk 8 re—asseriing govermment suthority boldly
and firmlys His chances of staying in office 2s aye hollow
shell ere slightly better, but still the odds are worse thamn
Fifty-fitpetie £ifty,"

inmerican Ambassador Henry Cabot Lodge held en-emepssney
aye hurriedly-arrenged meeting with Prime Minister

ternoon, at the request of the Ambassador, aacmeaing
to Vietnomese government sources. Later, Lcdge's special

assistantsy vetired air force general edward lamsdale, met
e -2 .

privately with Ky, these sources saidse Total Fewm® length of

———

these two sessipmrwith sessions betwoen the high-ranking American

e m—————

oﬁé@f-: officials and the Prime Ministerz@#®x was roughly

three hourse After that, these sources said Ky was smiling
28 he boarded his special helicopier at his downtom office '
t0 carry him to his residcnce at e WTITTEN ST Saigon's
military airbases

(More~=iillexr~~BD)
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American sources here are barely worried about the
AYNDo~—

international blackeye President [Johnsom will be

givem if Ky would falle. Only fifty days ago, @ Precgident
Johnson somidly embraced Prime HMinister Ky at the Honolulu Conference.

The far more serious question in the minds of Americans

t kind of roment will , h :
her:a\/ ;i_?s? /@F’v‘%gﬁ kind of mew gove n emerge with which

political and military officials here will have %o
work=--and whether the u@ anti~Communist war can ever be effectively

prosecuted againe

me of the militant Buddbist leaders are knowm %o want

So
Pepce

but probably would notrpinot

agk for the immediate vithdrawal of American troops ;‘@

Buddhist sources indicate.

nIf there is an ‘'end-the~war® govermment that comes
into power,” ome diplomatic source explained, @" it puts

the Americans om aye @ slope xm& im which they

@ will notrptnot know where the end ise."

 (More~-ifiller—~ED)
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These are the developments Saturday vhich lead reliable
political sources here %o believe Ky's position was virtually
untenables

l.. The Vietnamese armed forces: is ﬁa rapidly fragmenting{
beth in political unity as well as @ militery disciplines The
Vietnamese ammed forces, while fighting the W& Communist
' also

Viet Cong on one front,

sexrves as the legal basis of the government, which is symbolized

in the g@m governing ten-man Jjunte.
Highly reliable Vietnamese sources indicated % Seturddy

tmt oﬁ; and service commenders were being
contacted to sign petitions acking for the resignation of Ky as well
as the military junta. Any =izeble votes of nom-confidence by the
law-ranking officors would, serve to withdraw the legel memndate m
vhich the Ky regime rests.

Also M‘a deputy ’prime minister--and minister for wape-
General Nguyen Huw Co submitted his resignation from both the
cabinet and the military Jmts)& but it has yet to be
accepted, mmmx Vietnamose govermment sources revealed. Ky

and Co disagreed about removing two battalions of Vietnamese

Marines from the Damang airbose

f

protecting American Marines e em/:Bol;; of the Saigon government

Presence in the dissident f£ive northei'n provinces,
{Morew=ili 11 orw=ED)
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Saturday, Ky also appointed aye mew corps commander to the
rebel hotspot. Just aye month ago, the mtex of the commander of
thet corpyy=mERBEN Ceneral Nguyen & Chanh Thi, lead to
&€ spivalling political turbulence saf violence and imstability.
Thi's sg successor, =X unable t;%gaimt the Buddhisgt-led
demonstrations, strikes and enti-govermment prcteats; was removed
Saturday and replaced by Gemeral é Ton That Dinh,.

~—Jlasgt
2 Prime Minister Ky was unable/ to re-assert govermment

authority in the » dissident first corps area inm the face of what

would have been aye fﬁﬁ& bl vihwaa with Vietnamese @
; &i’%«/’ = /Z" 1_,-— .
units fighting each others He nﬂtrptaot expected/to be able

to maintain @ mtral government authority im the face of
n@ increasing number of anti-government pmtests)m
fTEETERy; even in the capital city.

3e lilﬂ.t%‘% msﬁ leaders significaently increased their
anti-Ky protests ammouncing the fommation of mm A%ist
Lay ¥8an Strugsle Fores, vhich diplomatic sources mnu/m
easily pour tEEEt twenty five thousand population omto the streets
of Seigomw to demand an i@n interim civilian government.

e % militant Buddhist demends are equel to
asking Ky for & unconditional surrender,” ome reliable source

expleineds "It W1l take M aye wnified armed forces

W to - the Buddhist protest marches. And the axmed

, mi.ﬁ.ea. There's notrpitnot muckh that Ky can do.”
(Bndit-3i1ler—ID)
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