e ne 10, 1965

U LGUi-Tiotnomene intelligence officieds hove beem rovciving
on inercosing mmber of woonfimmed wvenorts that Chincos dor
*ndviocre” nro scoompanying hapd-core Viet fong Comrnmint cuerrille mm

‘Toth Tietnamene end Americen militery offioiels, who woguarly
rogdorly road fntelligonce memmhux info-mationy emphaedze that the
veports of Chinone Commundot "advisors” have not (wevoat not) been
oonfizmod by 2 atondard intelligense nrosedures such a o M
santuring a prisonor or vhotegraphing o Chinose Communint troopoiebus
avmSnitdmywnnn Thoy emphesise thot m mo (repoat no) Mmeriocan or
Tiotnomose temmpx militery mem in tho field have been sble to identify
mmnmmwm :am;mt, mmmmmmmm
in tho n1litary Comaond headfuunr heedruarterem—hove privately
voloed the "probobility "probability™ that the Chinsse Communistn have
sont nonporticipoting ohoervers or militery epeoiclints to add the
Vit Cong cmerrilicss ' ' |
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Saigon headquarters——-shared by Vie tnamese generals commanding operations

high=ranking Vietnamese general at the

in the field--has been accepted by some military experts from
Western sllies and has been relayed in diplomatic reports to their
home capitals..

The bagis of the intelligence reports is generally from:
Vietnemese villagers who have witnessed Viet Cong operations. One
Vistnamese general--one of four corps commenders--said he personally:

interviewed Vietnamese villagers who told him of tall Asien f¥§§35%§

soldiers accompanying the Viet Cong ? ¢ Chinese~like uniformse
These reports, which have dribbled into Vietnamese intelligence
channels for months, pecked % recently after the infamous battle of
Binh Cia in which Vietnamese govermment forces sustained more than 400

casuslties in one of the worst defeats of the war.

Following that battle, the Vietnamese High Command received

reports from Vietnamese villagers, f%éiﬁ&o including at least one
Vietnamese Romun Catholiec priest, thet Viet Cong units included

at least two Asian soldiers per battaliom "with closely ShaVQEéﬂﬁéﬂ*”
The villagers renortedly sald that they spoke a different language they

could not understand, shoved and pushed the Vietnamese-willagers rather

mﬁ tresting them diplomatically as & the otherm members of th-
*
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One Vietnamese general said that he talked with a Vietnomese

Marine Officer THYE W s wWho said

thet he had pﬁrqonay heard *HiSH 1 o the radio Chinese being spokem

B v x"‘

during the‘(battle. Vhile some sourees cuestion thot Chinese longusge would
be spoken during the battle aince it would be di:f‘ficu.lt ﬁ for the Viet Cong
troops, who speak Vietnamese, %o understa.nd, Mie‘bnamese ﬁ general
gaid that it "is probably %e true" that there are Chinese Communists:
serving with Viet Cong units.

This correspondent also talked with a low=ranking American
advisor who had participated in the battle of Binh Gia,

"There's absolutely mo (repeat no) evidence to prove there are
Chicoms with the Viet Cong guerrillas,” the imericen captein explained,
"But I know they are there. You ca,;n tell by the wey they dig their

' '{h:y started their

attack with a bugle blast and % were FEm 7 their regimental bamezr

foxholes =n0 their tactics.

and came wave affer wave just like in Korese Then we were retreating
& their mortar shells followed im our footsteps down the trails, This is

Just like Koreaes"
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Some Vietnemese intelligence sources, acknowledging the lack
of prooi of Chinese Communist involvement, point out that intelligence
reporis from villagers about North Vietnamese~borm soldiers being present
in this southern republic iggg&es preceded by months the sctusl
confirmetion of the reports. The first NorthéVietnamese born
soldier was captured by Vie tnamese government troops in mid=-July of la.st
year, but intelligence reports of their presence had been received at
least six months in advances of the confirma tion, Other Vietnomesze
military sources point out that govermment troops have bheen captur&ng
an increaging number of Chinese Communist weapons inm South Vietname

Some sources are non~committal or openly skeptical of these

intelligence reporitse

American military officials at the Ssigon command level, speaking
privately, say only that there is "no hard evidence"™ %o prove +that the

Chine«e Communists are openly involved with Viet Cong units, but would
not fyumhm speculate whether or not they are presente

Diplomatic sources who carefully watch Viet Cong military and
political trends are openly skeptical that Chinese Communist personnel

are invelvede
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"For years the Viet Cong have been trying to say they ave
fighting for the Vietnamese people~without involvement from Peiping," one
reliable diplomatic source explained, "There's no new weapons or tactics:
now that would require Chinese Commumists to come into the battle., The
Vietnemese people traditionally hate the Chinese, who have long
tried to dominate them,"

An Americai“nz civilian im close touch w ith developmenis im
the provinces brushed aside the whole matter.

"The Vietnamese (anti~Communist side) always exaggerate,™ he
said. "When they have a big defeat, they # always double the gsizme of the
Viet Cong attacking unit-—and add Chicom advisors."

Another Americam advisor in the provinces shrugged

=

without concern as he hopped into his jeep and replieds '@ "The

presence of-chicems here is not (repeat not) a matter that worries me
one way or another, It may be of immense concernm to Dean Rusk., But to
me, the ViefCong are fighting very well=-with or without their Chicom

advisors. ™
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