L

76Z0 sag
Y%, 1/ e
offensive anldeene ) (/oL 71 AN / DEEPE )

SAIGON, DECEMBER 20~-In: assessing prospects for another Communist
offensive, these three related quest:.ons mus‘t; 'be weighed simultaneously:

1. ire the Communists militarily. W S

ano ther -

offensive?

2, What is meant by enother offensive?.

“‘““"J P

3, What ig the be gt politica.l momenﬁf,ﬂ“h the Communist

Politburg 7l decide ]

Since Communist political decisions consistently dictate Communist

an offengive to be um‘olleeﬂ

military strategy end tectics, this last question——the most significant

one—ig also the most difficult to assess beceuse it involves second-guessing
£ % Vi

or interpreting Communist poldtical intentions rathgr “thaﬁ ﬁe”’;zore specific

da%’&?’ém their military capabilities.
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On the first question, both the American and South Vietnamese
military commands believe that the Communists have the capability
of ""a‘m‘mj‘n%ﬁ(&?ﬁ) another %t-aty}géd, eross~country blitz war. But,
FHR: these ]ﬁ/cmands are confident that the Communist units

will suffer o devastating military defeate Uplike the JERAWEFY Tet

offensive in which the Communists were handed polijical and payehological
\‘;ﬁ?‘;—/‘fﬁ ot el P L D g | {'\1/“/

laurels simply for a¥¥80EIn their surprise /attacks on the cities——even

attaining : military
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Currently, the Communists are building up pressure ﬁ.n the euter
Saigon ares. At least one regiment of the North Vietnamese lst repeat
1gt Division, which was soundly battered in the battle of Due Lap

in September, has been confirmed in Tay Ninh provinece, northwesd of

Saigon slong the Cambodian border. éhm't, while Washington

pol Loymekers. iTily about North Vietnamese units which

.«m“""

wzmve moved besck into Herth vietnamy éhe Allied emands gg,are are worgied

A / f‘“‘"f“v’ 2 a4

about the North Vietnamese units ﬁmt have meved. fwt}er aouth tg)tl;s
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To counter this buildup, the Aperican commend moved the elite
Us Se Army lst Air Cavalry Divisiom—a heliborne division=--straight into
the Communist stronghold areas of War @ Zone C and the the jungled

arcas further north--@ not far from the #¥ec Viet Cong high command,

By doing so, the Spmmumimrs Americans have brought in not only additional
ground troops, bub also long-range artillery, whickh consistently
pownds 2 Comnunisi~held areas heretofors out of the range of Allied

weaponse While the Americans have seized the tactical initiative

in this border area;-w the Gan‘nmg}iats are regularly
counter—aitacking and sharp clashes have ooem&%ﬁ/oontinuously in 88
past weekss Further south in the marshlands_me along the
Gambodjﬁgn border, the A@ericM*aoutﬁ Vietnamese "little boat navy"
has ;IgF)mt;ved in for intensive patrolling along border waterways
through which Communist supplies had previously moved from Cambodia

into the ﬁn Cholon arca of the capitale
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Behind this/ border screen designed to interdict Communist movement

of men and supplies across from Cambodiay, the Allied commends have been
eble to compress their other regular units into a malf{;ffq space for
more intensive patrolling and for weddiwewedddng weeding out the

Viet Cong infrastructure in the vulagves. With the Gumunist maein-force
unite still g fairly well contained Hme to the border area},\ Allied

)/J E—%ﬁ L,:.’dﬂ_./. o 4
regulars can | Tragnent—tamésr oom'entiona.l formations into a string

of small patrolss

One battalion commander outside of Saigon told this w 1

é%,— O S L, G <

correspondent that his.mit-oeuld-be broked dow dowm| into 1 18 'to 24 4
-nighiwbime patrols and smbushes % with each patrol covering

.:,‘ L IR S

as mush as a "grid square" (one agmere k:&.:i..:une*‘.;e:;f’Zx on mapt's) in flat

terraing
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On the second question—what is meant by an offensive-~there is little
evidence that the Communists have fo:%sakan their overall policy of
npighting vhile negotiating"y, i or that they have given up their
designs and desires of overthrowing the elected, meriaan-supl;;ged
Saigon government--which would mimm be ﬁt politically catastrophic for the
Allied position both in Paris and in Saigon. Nor k do they éaem to have
veered from their sitrategy of attﬁing Smk South Vietnamese cities~—a
taoit adnission that Mao's ot of ueing $o countryside to @m
encircle the cities & %ﬁu& [V frn

r’(‘"‘ } €3 ﬁ../'#}“'\/ / » .‘jt-w
Dailyy, Communist radio broadcasts | talk of the "oeneral uppksin offensive

and general uprising,® ¥ since their so-called third offensive

»seemed to fizzle for them in Aygust, they have refrained from numbering

ﬁﬂ‘ﬁ predicted next wave. :
SR 5. haan
Buty; there is oonslderabm hez-e that the Commmists hese=sun

mey be changing the form of next offensive and hence changing their tacticel

deployment of military big-unit formations.
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Instead of pushing thelr big-unit regiments and battalions into a
rather conventional=gtyled attack against the eities, =as they attempted

unsuccessfully in doing i during Tet end ¥ay, the Communists moy be

shi:t‘ting into fregmenting their militery power--or ieing enly,,..th& Aowey ps .
f @™ "‘::» A

T—gndof their military arganization, such as theirw formationa,

While this taRAEECRSRGERNn chif t—-rolling back from their Phase 3 peak—

would he essentielly a2 siom of inherent military weakness on the part of

the Communists, this would nut‘repeat neveﬁsarily ‘pr:}.nﬁ Immh cqnsolai;;:.on

f g

to the Allies, WEE Any m om in pure militery power

,

Coro bd
Mbe made up by political and pm peychological gains--during en

exceedingly sensitive pelitioal ,gmd ‘Psmholagical time period, 'he
Allied troops, inptead of em eomzmist regiments and battalions,

:E‘ind it nore difficult to counter-
might be-Smwess I waves of tmoriqn, eniper squads from

Saigon fo@rooftops, high-intensity propagends, politicsl agitation,

lsber strikes and student & %or Buddhist demonstrationse
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There is also some indication that the Communists may be putting

intense political pressure on Ssigon's whole body polﬁﬁ, a.nd that the
s o

ericans may serve Communist ends by/ oirerthrom E g

the Saigon govermments Certainly, the strztarS™EHiC tens diplomatic

straing and tensions between £ the Aperican and south Vietnamese offi%,‘lals

are /n?ﬁ}:eccming a serious conBSdi consideration internally, mnm a

mark drop of conier confidence both in i the Amerif;an conmittment here and /’/
the Saigon governments There is an ercsion oi;}j a;xé-com;hist strength

here in recent doysj there is a notioeable rise in anti-governmentism,

which may reflect Cofiiiith Communist or French-inspired propaganda, but which

is not nonetheileas draining morale. Whether or not this is convertible

into- a m something close to the Comnun;[ﬁt " gene al up in or o
oG My s? - }

isz“réf/deaated ggre- Certainly, a viE
political\Ms between the Saigon government and the American officials
or between the Saigon gcvewgnt _a,nd the Vietnamese population would be
diagterous for the Mlieé%w;; be more beneficial for ther Communists

than a general offensive (which serves to momentarily uni ty the nationalists).

A the Ggmmuni,sts wnul} undoubtedly abort their offensive just to watch

the intra~mura1Mt on i Al1ded aides
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Q+hérs p iste will attempt to overrum a number of
provinciel and district capitel s before making any gpectucular move

Saigone
Hense, the form of the next offensive remains very muchdn a topic

ffi" ) '“7"

of debate and speculation here, but there is a comsensus that the
Gommists: will attempt something within the broad lines of their
"general offensive and general uprising" strategye

As to the third questiowat is the best political moment for
the (mj communist Polithuro tomdeadde to launch another offensiwﬁ/
most difficult to enswers The dilemna for the Pplitburo,, aa geen from:
herey, is that if the Communist launch a W spectacular big-unit
offensive and losey then they have very little to negotiate in Paris.

\'j”mevangnbj view hore 1s tha'h the Comnuni st m)i attemp'h some. aox-t 5
- D0 tHars f [ ™ 6 %

'«,M"’
of extrav‘aganz;??tc waicome in the new Amrioan administrativm ?m miBZ-January,

H
T
-

iiaBamey also coinoide with the begimai formal beginnings of the
expanded Paris peace talk;s. Others, hqwever, k"believe that the Communists

' ; until after (ital) Lzeaioen

may delay uny L2 L O,
..... Ty e
the mt ‘Aperican troops bﬁm withamwg:d‘mm and the o*zrer-all American:
»;._»-*1 15,*»-/ PARS

combat level is substantially reduced——vwhich mey ve W‘ Ten, the'

commnhist f‘omes ﬁoul& esmla’éve{*’ ’at’eanpting to produce a Dien }Bien Phu-
Nl : /D ) Lho S \’4"‘}»4/

type batth; t ‘
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