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OUTPOST O THE GRAND , SOUTH VIST NileTwon
militiomon oled in black pajomes nighly play & cops-enderotbers
game with the Viet Cong guorrillag—ot lifepor-dooth mtakemas
exiot in this outpost partially demelished hy Commmist movter fire,
"It%s o hard, touch 1ife, here, but 14's thrilling," expleined
¥ s 19vyear-old prdvate, & Oatholis who Rad come $0 South Viknes
fron the North after the 1954 Gemeva Agreements dividing the countrye
“M#m'muh&gwmm*&mphﬂmwmmm
indopendent and be owr own boss witheut having other people meddle
in our affadrs. Ve like 4t that way, Ve den't have to Dow end sovep
to the Mg shots all the time,” ho emplaineds
He wore shorts, a fatigws shirt and a strew pith helmet with a
plesticized cover on vhich a fellowmilitiemom hed dwmwumitwm drawm
for fun, & Viet Oong ster with a blsck orayoms e slightly lesmed
againet a pole of the barbed wire femce whioh survrounded the fowmew
Prenab outpooty that only two weoks ego had beon beseiged by Viet Cong
nortar fire, "

~ Cherred pite surrounded the poot vexm vwhere the mortars had
bounced nenr the stoely one-lone trddge sorons mmall Orand Bapids vivers

| d-andw-iite rond sigme nosr the bridg were pockmarked with Viet Cong
& m;u B M
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"he Viet Comg fived seven morter rounds at us,” he explainod,

| aPwe of them hit incide the posts But that's alld right== hod slroady

dug individuel bumkors with dirt voofs S0 nome of us wOre SR injureds
Every unlsht ten of us gtay inside tho post and snother tem tokeo
up positions svound the perimeter to seoure this two-kilometer (about one
mile; stretoh of vond and to dofond the bridgos Wo've boon trained
to take cove of ourselves undors these oonditicns ond we do elzdchty”
Ho socalied $het tws memthss the outpost thom memnod by seven
adfforont mildten militiemen, hod been overrun by severvel hundred
Viet Cong uersillas who swooped down in successive humen wavess Three
of the defemders wore killed while the other four desortod.
“But Juet give us a chance at them,” he eniffed confidontlyes
"We heve good weapens (US=supplied oerbines) and good cquipment %0
keep our woepons in shepe aond we know how to use thom, *
opxm probeble

He oo sed towawrds olumps of trees half a nile awny
ddrection of a Viet Cong o ttack,

vBut &itm 14€e here ie protty mnisorable," ho sodd £o turning t0 the
del dilapidatod, roofless hmtiddepen brick outposts "During the deytimo,
44's hot inside thewe snd during tho nighttime cold winds whip through it,
ind when 1% vaine, evorything is flooded and the equipment gets sosked ond
thines capable of gotting sogey @0t SOGEYs |
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“The exny ivoued us hormooks, tut we don't noed thom and furthognere
we don't have o pla co to sling then w, o meke cur o bods out of
dricd croes thot we gether upy but they got pemndy wot vhon 1% reine too,”

The private explained that ho we o civen 1700 plastres » month in
base pey plue 200 sdditional for 1iving away from his station, which
totalled the equivalent of Us§26, He smm heppily veported thet he
hod beon gdven & "g "big" pay inoresse of 30 por comt noves

"Ihat's ehout enough to ot along for my fonily,” bo enid.

17 b ,”XMMmeMmmlmmm
froe 10 do an I mont, ﬂtwmﬂ:&mrmmtm”mmmmmw
reloo o oowle of pige for tholr owm conwmmtion, And I hove tvo olotopee
you know how women aves~they like to dwens in protty olothos nmd that
memm Onoo in ewhile ane of my cisters warks os o houoemedd,
but not vory ofton.®

"our hondquarters teken 450 plastres (about U3S6) out of our poyehod
omch month for eur food, but that's just onough for my rice. MWMM
oy food-~like vegotablos and fish-~hns to come out of ny om pockot.”

The jobl jovial private said that five of the twonty mon
vore on duty this weoky five others wore given losve for tho
lunny now yoor holideys end ton others tosk "mado o porachute Jumpj/, which
moans thoy skippod out %o cco tholr femilions flo andd he 04d not know how

long his ‘mit oould bo in the post--"Hayhe )samml deymy maybe severel
monthe and meyhe several gonyg—until sonoono Fopleces une”

n) months asoe
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The 33=year-old sergeanty, in command of the militiemen, Jumped
off & buss traveling the highway and jolned the conversation, He explained
he belonged to the Mo Nung tribe (part Chimose and pert tridal am in
racial stook) ond had left North Vietnam in 1954 when the Communiste
todk over,

. 4‘. Wj e % d

"I Joined the South Vietnamese national aymy thinking £ that in

& few months later we go back as part of a force to nbamta the North

from Communist control," he sald, but % i then he

dropped %ha question as though it were a dead subjeot,
Te asked if he was married,
"You're not kidding I'm merried," he loughed. "I have one wife

with five children and another wife with two."
A third defender 2 sked us questions about life in {the United Statos.

"Life in Americam must be fairly casy and enjoyable,” he ventured.

"You muct have alot of fun there."
Thon the three-seme rushed ascross the highway to throw clods et

three brown bulls grasing dangerously olose to a m?e.ﬂa mineficld
rimming the R bridge mear the (rand Rapids Rivers '
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Dear Mr. Rosenfelds

I'm enclosing a tﬁ}ee-part series om rice~root interviewing which I
did during the Viet Cong truce over the Chinese New Year., There's a roll of
film to accompany each article--the first »oll of the Vit Cong propaganda
arches should be particularly goods

Maybe you can rum the series ag "Les Miserables a la Viet Nam"—or some
such-plus an italic precede saying as Bundy visits Viet Nam for secret
conferences——the Vietnamese peonle ore the rice roots level say thise..

Anyway, I hope this is of some use to youe )

_——8ingerely,

Ny i NS, iy -k e

PS. Article one is a Viet Cong sympathizer in a Viet Cong controlled ares.

Article twe is about Catholiec and Buddhists priests in a no-man's land,

Article three is 20 militiomen in am isolated forte



702 MR, HARRY ROSENFELD
FROM:  BEV DEEPE, SAIGON
RE: PHOTO CAPTIONS

ROLL I TO ACCQMPANY ARTICLE ONE OF SERIES:  SHOWS THE VIRTUALLY
VIET CONG VILLAGE OF HOA LGTG, IN VHICH VIET CONG ARCHWAY HAS NATICNAL LIBERATION
#,c (RED AYD BLUE WITH GOLD STAR) PLUS A BANNER WHICH READS: CHEERS FOR THE
SEVEN-DAY CEASE—FIRG OF THE FRONT FOR THE LIBERATION OF THE PEOPLE OF SOUTH
VIETNAM." AND "VE WISH THE PEOPLE A NEW YE'R OF SUCCESSFUL STRUGGLE," AND
WIHE PEOPLE SHOULD COMPETE IN THE FIGHT FOR MANY ACCOMPLISHMENTS DURING THE
-YEAR 1965,

roll 2 to abcompany article two of serdies: photos show the village
of chw hai, largely composed of é%é%gitn'oatholic refugees from north vietnam
in 1954, article 2 of series dea ls with theéEF views of the ocatholic priests there,

> pPhotos show the church in the background, villagers and children and the

parbed wire fenceas of the villa ge.

Roll 3 shows the outpost guarding the Bridge of the (rand Rapids River
snd the young privete that lives there, Some of the photos shows the
black ster on the back of his straw haty which the troopers sketch

om each otherVs hats for fun.
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