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SAIGON, NKOVEBMBER 5—President Nguyen Van Thieu's bombshell refusal

to send a delegation to the expanded Paris peace talks has glaringly exposed

some of the most questionable~—-if not shocking-~Amerioan «k diplomatic

Padul"XAB8s Amerioan Ambassador Ellsworth S. Bunker here had secured

the agreemtn oY the agreement of the South Vietnamese to go to a

three—way beace oonference at Paris, with representatives of the Us Sey.

the South Vietnamese and North Vietnamese govermments., A general understanding
wa:s that tﬁi National Liberation Front would be an integral part of the
Hanol delegations’ Meantime, in Peris, FEMMh American Ambassedor Harriman
had already made the deal with Hanol that the NLF oould bé there separatel%
as an independent delegation, and Harriman made the xiREAEEMS slip of telling
the South Vjetnamese delegation in that toos When Thieu received the

cable fm; his delegetion in Paris telling of the ¥ilmm upooming

NLF #& separate representation, sheer pandemonium broke out at the Presidential
Palace and in the end the Spouth V4etnamese washed their hands of the whole
American sheenanigans: The debate here in diplomatic: ¢Ex and offioial

ciroles is whether somewhere between the White House, Bunker and Harriman,

whether %he
the Amerio oordination and commmnioations broke down—or
en toto thiﬁerioms were attemptingto—double—oross the South Vietnamese

government,
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The whole chain of Palace discussions in whioch the Vietnamese leadership
ended up direotly repudiating the Johnson Administration in Washington
must also be vj\emd—-a‘t lgést from this vantage point—against a baockground
of the Amerimleotions. As the Aperican~South Vietnamese discussicms,lf
which drematioally began with Ambassador Bunker's dramatic visit %o ?“f
Presidential Palace at 3.4§mmm To—zs Those dIB0UBelons unraveled

it became inoreasing olear toxg both the Vietnamese government and the

Aperican and diplomatio communities here that the Americsn Preaidont

had geared up the bombing halt of North Vietha Vieinanm“and the upcoming
peace negotistions to 6oinolde with the American elestion on November 5e

Even senior Ameriocan officials here—including life-long Demoorats and

fervent Johnson supporters——gensed and expressed their private view that,as one
said, '"this is a most vulger dieplay by Johnson of outright politiocal
expediency." And as another said--"This is an out and out politioal
mashination by Johnson either to get Humphrey elected or else to go down

in boldfase type in the history books."
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Even serior Vjetnamese government offiocials—inocluding those-psseteipan
participating in the Palase discussions expressed bel /e that Johnson
was playing politios with peace during the three weeks preceding the American
election and they were becaming acutely aware that ﬁ’&%ﬁ | was frenetically
attempting to bundle them oi'f to Parisy, ¥rregardless  of the tactics he
7 idad /i the congequences -$o-South Vietnamz itself.
?r Now, in $Saigon, +the taotios of the Amerioan Ambassador and his deputy,
Smmeo Sanuel Berger, have became even more of the focus than the merits of
the peace-gsy package deal. Some members of the Aperiocan ocommunity and
~8 pro-American diplomats have become noutraged"——as one source said=—at

Vs i
Bunker's tactics while simultaneously.simEismfemdici shrieking arit "American

sell=out" on the-ewwt orucial point of the NLF representation in Paris,

==more reuter
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Te first-csmmtémira questionable tactic emmirdgmgham was the

"streamrojaller process,™ used the very first day when Bunker met Thieu on
October 16th at 6345 a.m. In the words of one pro—~American diplomat

who followed developments closely, "Bunker simply handed Thieu the typewwritten
Joint communique on the bombing halt Washington wanted to send out and

expected him to sign on the dotted line in a matter of hours. This whole
approach seemed incredible since the Americans gfa.%qlaeﬁ)& secretly negotiating
with Hanoi for days on the peace package thaf%&y’affected South
Vietnam——and the South Vjetnamese government itself became the last

party/@‘ﬁ\ to know. And, at that, Saigon was given only a few hours

deadline time by Washington to make its decision. It hardly seemed the way
to treat an ally for which 29,000 Americans have already died.

"One theory is that Bunker went to the Palace at such an undiplomatic
i
hour in hopes of catoching Thieu halfwgw asleep. But, by god, at six in

the morning all Orientals are wide-awaske and Thieu certainly was."
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Thieu's answer was he @k would heve to consult the rest of the
governments O¢her FPESYaA Vietnemese officials pointedly recminded the
Amerioans that the Vietnamese constitution—whioh the Amerioans had onoe
been so keen for the Vjetnamese %0 adopt——provided in Ae=¢1 Artiole 39 that
on matters of war and peace the Ppesident was obliged to pgot agreement

from the two-house legislature.

"But, this time, the Americans didn't oare about the constitutional
S »
prooess after dimgedm all the%ains they had gone through to initiate 1t here,i

one senior Vietnamese said.
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Variations of these tactics also ooc\ﬁvod during the three weeks of
Palace ddsc confrontations, There was the "soft-sell" approach in which
American Embagay officials invited numercus influential Vietnamese to
dinners and lunches and #jse¢ proceeded to "feed us full ¢f taloney that we
were strong enough to nagotiate at thig time," one Vietnamese diner

explained. Mere was the "hard=-sell" in a diacreet

P % *’?~ ftk 7 B

war of nerves in which several American econcmic aid officinls offmmh
Dadndedds, but da deliberately Mmse broadoast around Saigon that the U. S.
*could" start cutting eoonomic aids  Another tactlc was the

traditional “"divide arnd rule® approach of attempting to split the senior
Vietnamese officialss At one time, ximhsmangdweniosumes one of the American
ambassadors called on Vjoe President Nguyen Cao Ky privately and urged

him to give his personal agrecment to the American plan so that Washington

could be notificds Ky politely said he socrved the Vietnamese President. -Thmia

==more reuter
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-'Bxis latter approacsh was the most pathetically ironic of all-—because
during the past 15 months, the Amerioan officialdom here had been (¥
urging Thieu and Ky to work together, while insfggﬁ they fought like oats
and dogse But—now with the inoreased pressure ;t the Palace oonfrontations,
Thieu and Ky politioally coalesced at the time the American Embassy least
expec ted-—or wanted it. The Thieu-Ky alliance from the very ﬂrﬁ'gggy
of the Palace mcetings was the internal political turning point fﬁ/qhhe
Vietnamese——and from that time more and more Vietnamese leaders inand out

of thé goverrment were magnetized to Tiieu as the American pressure grews
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But, the real American chioanery began later. Ag the best, the
B
Wy Anericans must baqm ‘mere acoused of gross misrepresentationy at the best,

of low-level 1y£n / the Vietnamese government on the status of the NLF’
at the expanded peace talkse The degree of Amerioan malpractioes was
probably acouratedly desoribed by one pro~Amerioan diplomat when he gaids
" Bunk rSloRed tio language to the 11?1?'%3‘5%’?0155' To o~
brink of telling an outright lie."

The whole Amerioan~South Vietnamese affair became un~hinged when

Thieu found out the wild disorepancies between what Rarriam Harriman was

telling South Vietinaomesne m delegates in Paris—that there would be
a four-power oonference with the NLF separately represented~—end vhat
Bunker was telling +the Saigon gbvernment in Saigon==that i Paris was to be
a tripartite affair.

==more reuter
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This stage began on Ogtober 25 when the Vietnamese presented the
Americans with two new drafts: of the joint communique to end the bombing,
With relustance, Bunker acocepted the mildest %%rsim—the one making it seem

_}%&(tf%ely Hanoi had made any ooncessicms. @%oﬁa drafts, however,"-?L_-

M specified the oruoial phrase $ "direct and @n serious talks between

the Republio of Vietnam and the $8#6r Democratig Ropublic of Wietname" Thus,

it specified the direct Saigon~Hanoi conversations that Thieu had wrung

from .Mesishs Johnson in writing in the &gl Monolulu communique last July,
%—mOms said in effeo'b—hey, vuhgt about us, and the Vjetnamese said

\:.f Ay»@/q 7 \_J)vc./ Q/o""’ /"
’ sure,

the
a three-power tallkk=—but the South Vyetnamese stated)#n no aha]oe oa;ntashion

e e ".-..-”/

Hence,

oA

~Hanoi “osmxanmammn ?lks ;_.ere phased into

could the NLF be in Paris as a separate delegation, ~bet “oould eﬁ-‘, :]oin the
Hanoi representatives., Bunker tock the Vietnamese draft which contained
this orucial provision on whioch the composition of the Paris conference hinged-—

and @ sent it to Washington,

e ==more reuter
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The last week of Ootober was the crunl%. On Sunday, October 27,
Hatlol gave its final approval to the Amerioans on Harriman's grxepassdx
peace packagss On October 29, Thieu asked Ky to prepare to head the
new Saigon delegation to Paris because he belleved the bombing halt was
imminents Then, the same day, at 6 pems Bunker came in to tell

Thieu that sverything was fixeds
—

B8y y specifically adked Bunker if Washington: ckayed Saigon's draft
Tk W‘\\(Aw"‘"ﬁ’/ N
comnunique-ywiiiiflmslliz the three—way confernece. _b_Bur\ncsr said yese Ky

o

asked if Hanoi mpproved. Bynker said'&ﬂé yOo8e Bunker said.tl;e bombing
halt would be the next dey and that the expanded peace talks would begin
on November 2. In rough translation, the Vietnamese replied, "baloney.
We can't get a national delegation there is five days. We agreed to
80 to Paris, th not on November 2." ‘'They reminded the An/zrigans it had
teken Hanoi %ﬂm to send a delegation to Paris after=bt§ first
g dinhs -

Bunker and Berger both reportedly flew into "a rage." This

"figticuff" went on for at least three hours,

==more reuter
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"W’VYU-AF
*Then th\ﬁt thing you ever saw ha.ppened, one Vietnamesc who kept

a brief diary of the vhole event explaineds "While we wore haggling with
Bunker about whether we'd go on Rei®m November 2 or not, an aide came in
witb,ahcable from Lam in Paris (South Vietnamese #b Ambassador Pham Dang Lam).
B:ﬁ an angry session with (Pnilip) Habid and Harriman in Par:ls, ;arriman
told Lem Hanoi had not repeat not agreed to eny demn thing a;hll you' <&
paswben pretensions are out of this worlde. ienoi¥ d4id not repeat:aisoept

¥y posal (for 2 three-power conference) and wo did not repeat not

even ol to acoept them. Then Harriman ended up with that sentence

Newsweek quoted correstly—your government does not repeat not represént

all of South Vietnam, My, Ambassador, and you would do well to remember that.}

==more reuter
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"Well, the faces of Thieu and the Vietnamese orumbled and the Palace
brcke out in pandemoniume Bimker was asked to go to the next room so the
Vietnamese could talk among themselvese Everyonc mmm on the V4ietnamese
side was shocked at the discrepanoy between Harriman and Bynker. Even
Prime Ministe} Hyong seid thnmsemesmizbes this must be 'platant dupliecityt
on the part of the AmerioanS)and Thieu said obviously someone was lying.

"Then we showed Bunker and Berger the cable from Lame What about this—
befg{ggwe(gfg?de about going on November 2, Bunker diplomatically said
mayﬁ%ﬂham M% misunderstood ¥ Harriman. We said Lam's English isn't very
good, but Habib's French ls—and no one could misunderstand to that extent,

"In funcral silence, Bunker and Berger mounted {HT®® their
armored cur (automobile) back to the hmerican Embassys Meantime, 1dmx all
the Vietnamese ordored chicken soup while wAM®E waiting for the Americans
to returnese«One and a half hours later, they came back, Bunker handed
Thieu a letter ¥ diotated over the phone by President Johnson. Johnson
said it was all a misunderstanding. Bunker is my representative at your side
in Saigon. Bverything Bunker says is righte I stand by him and my policy
is what Bunker says."

==more reuter
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e subseguant arrival of the NLF in"™® Paris as a separate delegation would

seem to ocontradict the contents of President Johnson's letter.
The Vietnamese = then said in essence they did not repeat not trust

the Apericans and that the Americans were not repeat not correctly arranging
things on their behalf in Pariss But, Saigon would mymhmmm still send a
delegation to Paris to talk to the Communist directly—bdbut preliminary talks

to arrange the ground rules for themselves.
-

Again, pandemonium brcke out, this time the Americans E# acousing
the Vistnamese of betrayilng them, and saying in essencex®&¥ you
want to go to Parim and then you don't.

— P e

e TE final OBMT confrontation GGGUIFBA @ ocoured on the evening
of Oztoher 31, with the Vjetnamese knowing the bombing halt was imminent.
It wvas Thieu's first anniversary of his Presidential inauguration—-and the
meeting opened ms tha Communists were shflling the city. It was a tense)

i o,

dramatic: meeting, with strong words mgr Thieu and Bgrger and Bunker
GATPTR smoothing PP remarks awdy.

==more reuter
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\he ingisted
Ag one point, Berger turned to Thieu and said if yeou-Smmiiet on a

eyl
mandate from Hanoi officially kee‘t_é}ng the NLF out as a separate delegation,
then & Berger did not repeaf:"thimc even the American government could

support that demande
Thieu pulled out a plece of paper, saying, oh is that right Mr,

LA
Ambassador, and begins to write down the exaot statements Thieu countered,
it in that case, 1t sounded to him as though Berger was the deputy ambassador
from Hanoi instead of the deputy pmerican ambassador to Saigon. Bunker sei S«:«:.Cl

Berger's remarks were all a misunderst;.yding-—and brushed it off,
L L

A ro
The Vietngagmese prezented a-=mivtl®r draft text for the Joint oqmmang
~.__:_ L WS L
communiqua*}.o their other draft, but included the word "preliminary" talks.

At 4 a.me—Five hours_before Jomson's bombing=halt speech—Bunker and Berger
left with the draft ﬁ' returned two hours later with a counter~draft which
had dropped the word "“preliminary"-—the word necessary for the South Vietnamose
to set up their omm procedural arrangements in Paris directly with the Communistsy
rather than trusting @the American amiiSEEFEsn arrangements,
Thieu replied in that case the South Vijetnamese could not repeat not

Jjoin the Apericans in the bombing halt communique or participate in the Paris

peace talkse
azmore reutexr
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Three hours later, Johnson announced the ending of the bombing, which
T
the South Vietnamese declared @@ a unilateral action and a day later,
Thieu dropped FIW his own bombghell about not repeat not going to Paris.
Now, =zmzthmmm the m South~ Vietnamese—American desdlook
on Saigon's attending the Paris talks oontinues here, with the American
BOVETD

Thieu government privately hoping for a new Rgpublic Administration in

Embasgy % awaiting instructions from Washington and

the White Houses

==end reuter
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