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SAIGON;,, BOVBIBER rPr�sident •� Van �eut a bombshell refusal 

to .send & 4elega.t1.on to the ,expanded Paris pee.oe talks has glaringly exp·oaed 

some of the most questionab1..,._.;1t. not ehook:lng-,-Jmerioa.n a d.iplaaaUa 

oldoanez,7 in the current history ot I the Ytetnam war�. ·· Die gl
�

st, ot 
' ' '/t ;...e_ � 

� ' . 

tJ,•-• tu i+ affa11' dur1ng this ·deoisive phase of the ,111 Vitrtnama wmr e that 

• 1 ·i · Bd�a Am�z,1oa.n Ambassador Ill north S. , Jhmker here kacl seoured.l 

the �•tn &f the.· agreement of the South, V{etnamese to. · go to a 

tlare...,;q 'peaoe oonfU-4mO'e at -�aria,' 'w1 th representative, of° the u •. s ••. 

'the · south Vietnamese and BC#th Tletnemese governments•· A pneral understanding 

,,.:.... that tRifil' 1'at1onal Liberation P.ront would be· 'an integral pal't of. 'the-, 
' . , 

':aii- . 
I 

Hanoi' delegation.· ·•�time,: in Peria, iltL Amerio@ �bassaclor Harriilan. 

hac1 already made the deal with Hanoi' that th� BU' oould be there sepuate� 

aa' an· 1Jidependent delegation,�· and Harriman made the dlfiialM@ slip of telling, 

the South V1°etnamese delege.ti'on in that too., 11hen !'hieu reoeivecl th� 

o.able from. Parisi hie delegation 1n Pari a telling of the NiW upoomi'ng 

•LF • separate representation,- sheer pand.emonim broke out · at the Presidential , 

P&lacte and in th&' t,n4 the South Vietnameae waahed their handa1 ot th$ whole 

Jm,rioan aheenanigana.' The debate here in diplcmatiel} � and otfio1a1 

o'irolea ia ·whethe1'. amewhen 'between the 1lh1 te Rouse, ·BuJiker and Barr:lm&nt 

the JmerioQfbp>oordination and oammun.ioations brake down-or whetbe:r- 'Mm 
en toto th�Arnerioans were attempting to doubl.e-orosa the south Vietnamese 

government� 
••more reuter 
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The 'Whole chain of lalaoe dieousaions in whioh the Vietnamese leadership 

ended up direotly, re�udia.ting the Johnson Administra:tion in Washington 

must also be ���::-,, �-st_;-rc>m this vantai'G _point-against. a baokg.round 

of the .Ameri::-\leotions. · .Aa the American-south V1etnamese disoussions.

whloh dl'amatioally began w1 th .Ambassad.or Bunker'• d.rama'U.ct 
' .... # 

Prealdenti�l 1:iioe±Cat 6145 a•m�f" on·, botobef 16-�a these disbusa!ons"\�ravele4 . �--
it became increasing olea� i:oi:llif both the V1etnamese government and the 

American and diplomatio oonnunitiea Jiere that the Alnerioan fresident 

b.a4 geared up the bcillbing halt of lorth V1otha 1'ietnama and the upcoming 

peaoe negotiati011e to ooinoi4a w:I. th the .American eleotion1 on November 5• 

BYen aenior Amcrioan oftioiala here-including life-long Demoorats and 

tenant Johnson supporterrr-oense4 and expressed their private view-that, as one 

said, ''this ie a most vulp.r display by Johnson ol outright polit1oal 

And as another said-''!his is an out and out poli tioe.1 

ms4h1pation by Johnson either to get Humphre7 elected or else tow, down 

in boldfeoe type in the history books." 

••more reuter 
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Bven senior V1etnameae government offioiala-inoluding those pea lla'l;&4. 

participating in the Palaoe 41souae1°'1s expressed bel�e. that lohnson ,, 
was playing poli tios with peace during the three -..eeks preoeding the Jmerioan· 

;,, 

�r eleotion and they were beoaning acutely aware that�, ffl!UI treneti.�all7 

attempting to bundle them off'· to .Parisi 4rregarclleaa-· ot the __ :t;aotioa. h49 
�- _d ,......,_,, 0 .I �diilrl the oonsequ.enoes ,.to �South- :Vietnam& 1 t.ael:f'. , . ..,,. , .. _ ·•""I., ... ,., •. 

� Bow, in &iigon, the taotios al the .Am$rioan �baasa.dor and his depu.tJ', 

I a Samuel Berger, have beoane even more ot th, focus than the mel'its ot 

the pea.oe...-g paoka.ge deal• Some members of the Jmer:loan oommunlty and 

,,;11 pro-Amerioan diplana.ts have beoane noutrage4"--as one souroe said-at 

-� Bunker• s tao tio a while simultaneously. J _I i f:lti shrieking wa ".American 

sell'"".Out" on the...._.. oruoial point of the NLF repreaenta.tion in 1aris. 

=amore reuter 
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'lhe first�ff ; '. izha questionable taotio 4 1:1 g 21 am was the 

"streamrof>ller process," used the very first day when :Bunker met 'lhieu on __, 

October 16th at 6145 a..m. In the words of one pro-American diplomat 

'Wh.o followed developments closely, "Bunker simply handed 'lhieu the typew.ri tten 

joint communique on the bombing halt Washington wanted to send out and 

expected him to sign on the dotted line in a matter of hours. '?his whole 

approa.oh seemed incredible since the Americana had be�n secretly negotiating 
\j, 1- ./.L'-''.Y.""

7 t,{ 
with Hanoi for days on the peace package that�ly effected South 

Vietnam-and the South V1etnamese government itself became the last 
.� 

party 1B to know. And, at that, Saigon re.a given only a :f'ew hours 

deadline time by aahington to make its decision. It hardly seeme<h the way 
to treat an ally for whioh 29 1000 Americans have already died. 

"One thoory is that Bunker went to the Palaee at suoh an undiplomatic 
� 

hour 1n hopes of oatohing 'J:hieu half"ii3" asleep. But, by god, at six in 

the morning all Orientals are ,vide-a.waks and Thieu certainly was." 

==more reuter 
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!!lieu•·s.· answer waa he - would have to oOitsult the re&lt ot the 

government.. Other jJJldil Y:1,etnamese official.a. pointedly reminded the 

Amerioana tha.t the V1�tnmnese oonstitution--whioh the Jmerio_�s had. once 

b9en ao keen for the V1 etnameae to· a4opt-proride4 1n Atlattl �tiole 39 that 
' ' 

on ma.tte;re of \var ancl pee.o41 the President wa1 obliged to set agreement 

fl-om the two-house legislature.-
' ' 

, ' t 'f•h� · · "But, this Ume, the .tmerioans didn't care about the constitutional 
-

' 

. 

- � 
prooeaa after •48 all the�aina tb.e7 ha4 gone through to 1n1t1ate it hen,t 

one aen! or' Vi_ etname se said. 

=-more reuter 
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, .. .f .. / 
Variations of these te..otios also ocoui'"od during the three weeks of 

Pala.oo �e confrontations. Thero was the "soft-selln epproa.ch in which 

.American lihb�ssy offioials invited numerous influential Vietnamese to 

dinners and ltmcheo and . "�· prooeeded to "fe,;3d us full of 'baloney th.at 

ere s·lirong enough to n got-late a.t this time," one Viett'lP.mooe diner 

explained.. �-:tai���anzmatl 'l'hero a.a the 0hard-oell" 

war of n0rvea in ;•hich sev01"al American economic aid off'ioi 

' but deliberately 

••could" start cutting aoonomic a.id. 

broadoa.st a.round Saigon that tho u .. s. 

.s\..nother tactic vms the 

traditional 0d1vide a.nd rule 1t approach of at-�ompting to split the senior 

Vietnamese officials. At one time, one of tho .American 

ambassadors called on V1oe Presid.ont Uguyen Cao Ky privately and urged 

him to &ive his pcroonal agreemen to the Arnorioan plan so that aahington 

oould be notified Ky politely said he served the V1otnomeae President. 

==mo re router 
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'Ibis latter approaoh wae the moai pa1hetloall7 irom.o of all-beoause 

�urlng the past 15· montll.a, the .Amerioan ottioial.daa. here had been Jl!Bt 

·- ur.atng Thieu ancl i: .... 'to WQrk toa-ther, eile 1natea4: 'they to�t like oats ., ' ' ' i 
•'anl close• But--now with the increased pressure i the Palaoe Oon:f':rontationa1 
tbieu and Ky pol1tioall7 ooaleaoed at ih, time the .American Embaaaar least 

apeoted-or wanted it. !he fhieu-l:7 allianoe fl'om the very t1r1t da.7 
. ' �'L--

c .  O'f the Palace meetings was the internal poliUoal turning point ftit>/\the 
' 
\ 

'fle:tnamese-and from that time more and llON_Ts.etnamese lea.de�•· ill and out 

6i
"'
G.e� government were masneti•ed to 'lbieu aa the American pressure grew. 

--aore reuter 
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But, the real American oh1oanar7 began later. At the best, the 

.Americana m�'i,wlr• aoouse4 of 81'<>•• miorepreoentatioaf at the beat, 

of lo,....leV"el ,171r1� the V1 etnamese government on the statue ot the lfl,F r 

at the u;,anded peaoe talka• 'lhe degree of Amerioan malpraotioee was 

probe.bl7 scoura.ted.17 d.esoribed by one pro-Jnler4.oan' diplomat when he as.id• 

tio language to the llnd.t � th�t .-go!hg lo Si 
i \ 

. ' 

brink ot telling an outright 11••" 

the Whole Amerioa.n-South Vietnamese affair· beoame utt-h1nge4 when 

thieu found out the wild disorepanoiea between what·&itim Bar.r1man. was 
a.a I .i0 

telling south V1otnomeae del·ege,tio delegates in Pa.ri.�that there would be 

a tour-power oonferenoe w1 th the m.P separately- :repreaen�-and 'Vlhat 

llo'nk-� was telling the Saigon government 1n Saigon-that 1 .Paris was to be 

a tr1p8.1:!ti te affair .• 

•=more reutU' 



zoao sag 

77 let 

thieu 9 (pa:rk/ deepe) 

'l'hie stage began on October 25, wb.en the V1etnameae px,esented the 

Jmerioana wl th two new drafts: of the joint o-ommunique io end the bombing., 

1'i1h ,r,luotanoe1 _ B�er aooepted the mildest �raice-the one making it seem 

�Ji¥ Hanoi had made ..,_.,  OonoeaaiCllllo ��afta1 howaTer,' 8'f 

JJl,4 apeo.ifled the orueial phrase _ _at "direo t and _,_ serious talks between 

the lepublio of V 1etnam and the .IMSi llemoorati�.��i!! . o:t "'-etn�• " l'hus, 
\ 

. �� . 
. . . .. .. .,, ' 

it speo_i:fied the direet Saigon-Hanol oonveraations that 1.hieu had aung 

�':: 

1 

!IJ,!. \ il Johnson. 1n m..ting in the Wji"1 Honolulu ,oommunique last July• 

�ioane said in etteot-he7, 'What abO"!I us, and "tb.e V1etnameee oa;d 
-� f+r.,-vv., d. C,�_/ �_,,,JJ., _ _9? C � • _,,, 

8Ur8f) .... Hence, the dieot iilit&Hanoi �---■■IDUD �}�re pha$ed into 

a three-powen· tallt---l>ut 1he South V1_ etnemeaa sta��-;.f8 . .'.'_ �
a�ca, 

c,ould the NLF· be in Paris aa a separate delegation� .bipf; oould ...,- j oin the 

Hanoi representatives. Bimker took the V1etnamese draft 'Which conta.inecl 

this .OJ"UOial provisiom on whioh the composition of the Paris oonterenoe bJ.naecl
and sr sent it to Washington., 

•=more reu.tez 
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'l'he �ast week of October was �e orun�, On &mday, October 271 

llaAoi gave 1 ta final approval to the · .Amerio an� on Harriman• s JJ:IQ••d & 

On October 29, 'lhieu · asked l:v r to prepare to head the 
I 

�• . 

· new Saigon delegati on to Paris because he believed tb.e bombing halt waa 

1-d.nent. 'lhen, tho same, day, at 6 p.m. Jlmker oame in to tell 
: 

V Thieu that everything waa tize ,:·ri•Hthe�om11J!1�1mtt'""Wl��1rar""f:.tn,,"ffl,z.ilr-

......... y· spaoific�ll.y a.deed Bunker if' Waahingtoni okayed. Saigon• s dr.att 
• ' VY\ vn\ l C/"Y'\.Mv', � _;,/ 

oommuniqu&) 1 ;ZS5�fr9 'the three-ft1' oonf'emeoe. B.unkel/' e.i.d yes. Ky 
' ..!}' / <."- ' .d 

' 
. :-- .� -::;) _ Of  O 

. , 
aaked if Bailoi approved. � Bunker .said._.s yea.7 Bunker said the bombing 

halt would be the next ·day and that the expanded peace ta.lks would begin 

on No'Vember 2. In rough translation, the V1etnamese replied, "baloney. 

We oan•t get a national delegation there is five days. We agreed to 

ge to Paris, but not on November z "  !I.hey reminded the Amer:i,,.cana it  had 
.... � · l+ ·D 

t•en Hanoi � monthla to send a delegation to :Paris af� first  

A-;. . � ,, ..n:;,.,,1_� ;,-.. -�y1l'Ti&n0er � -
Bunker and Berger both reportedly tlew into ••� rage." 'Ibis 

"fisticuff" went on for at least three hours. 
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· J cvn��VJ/F
::
/ . • · 

"then, �thlag ,-ou eYei- saw happened, " one Ytetnamese 'who .kept 

a brief diary of the wb.ole eYent ezplaine&. ... WM.le ·• W8N hatgling with 

:lunk:eJ:> about ·Whe'th�l" we·t4 (!I,) Qft .Iii Cm Bovember 2 ()r not, an aide <Jame bi 
. ' 

�Jo able fi'Oifl J,am 1n Pe.ria ( $(>utb V1etnameee if> Ambaasal.or Pham Dang Lam). 

Be '84, an angry· eellaion w!tb (,i,1;u.p � llalllb and llan1man in �4'-_Jer:1'"9" 
told I.tam Kan�1 ha4 not repea, !lO'I agreed to · aziy damn thing �4411 you,, c.. ,, . \ V\- u r 

. ,., ... pret
e

nsi ons are out .of "111 8 wor�O.. lie.nOi! ctid not l'eJ)&St"eeoept 

� (fln''ii' ·m.e-,po.....- --•) an4 we 414i 110t rei,eat aot 

.,.... idmoi to aooept th•• then �im•· end.ed \q> w1 th that sentence · 

:leW'B'ftek quoted OOnecltlr-y.our BOVermnent. does. not repeat not repre sent 

. all ot South Yt•�t Jl:r• Jmbasaadat, and 7ou would. 4o well to i-emem'l)er the.t•f,' 

r • 
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"Well 1 the faces of Thieu an� th$ Vietnamese crumbled and the Palace 

broke out in pandemonium. Bunker was asked' to go to the next roan so the 

Vietnam0se could talk among themselves• Everyone ,..._ on the Vietnamese 

side wa.e shooke� at the di so�epanoy between Harriman and Btdcer. Even 

( Prime .M1nisteJ Huong said U, 1 b+w this must be ''blatant d.uplioi ty-1 ' 

on the part of the Americans ;and Thieu said obTiously someone was lying. 
' " '1hen we showed. Bunker and Berger the cable :from Lam. What about thi s--

bet� we 
.,.��ide about going on November 2. Bunker diplomatical�y said 

m�,,.,\J,am r1lll m,isunderstood i Harriman. We said Lam' s Engli sh isn't very 

good, but Habib ' s  French is--and no one c ould mistm.derstand to that extent., 

"In· funeral silence ,  Bunker and Berger mounted t!!lf their 

armored oar ( automobile ) • baok to the American Bmbasay. Meantime, %kla all 

the Vietnamese ordered chicken soup while w&l!.\ik waiting for the .Americana 

to return • •. • •  One and a half. hours later , they came back. Bunker handed 

'l'hieu a letter _., dic.!tated over the phone by President Johnson. Johnson. 

said it was all ,a mi sunderstanding. Bunker 1 s. my representative at your side 

in Saigon. Everything Bunker says is right. I stand by him and my policy 

is what Bunker says. " 

-more reuter 
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'lho aubaequ nt arrival of the NLF in Paris as a. separate delegati on ould 

seem to oont:radio t the oontenta of President Johnson' s lotter .. 
'1110 Vietnamese n then said in esaonoe they did not repeat not trust 

the Americana and that the Americans we:re not repeat not oorreotly arranging 

things on their behalf in Pari s But, saieon would �•unm still send a 

delegati on to Paris to talk to tho Communist direo tl;y--but preliminary taLlts 

to arrange tho o'lm.d rules for themselv a. 

Again, pandemonium broke out, this time tho Americans · 
a.oousing 

the Vietnnmose of betraying them9 and saying in essenoe�li:!f you 

ant to go to Pru:•i and then you don• t• 
� 

'llle final o confrontation ooc ocoured on the evening 

of Ootohor 31 , ' th tho V10tnamese kno · ng the bombing halt was imminent. 

It was '!hiou' s fir�t anniversary of hi s Presidenti al inauBU,ration-and th 

meeting opened s th Commmiista wero. shelling the city. It we.a a. tense) 

dl'amatio• meeting, with strong words 'lhieu and 13tlrger and Bunker 

�i\ smoothing " rem, Ms 
., . 

==more reuter 
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At one ;p oint,  \ �;:1!1ai eted/ 
Berger turned to 'lhieu and said 1f � it on a 

. 0 
mandate fi-om Hanoi oft1oially �eepfing the NLF out a.a a separate delegation, 

lf_f • � "..J 

then I Berger did not repeat .think even the Amerioan government could 

support tha. t demand.e· 

'lhieu pulled out a p1eoe of paper; sa.y-lng, oh is that right Jlr. 
-!.,� 

.Ambassador, and beg:ffns to write down the exaot statement. '1!:l.ie u countered, 

'ttlll&. in that case, 1 t sounded to him as though Berger was the deputy ambassador ' 

from Hanoi instead of the deputy American ambassador to $aigon. 

Berger ' s  rema.rlts vrore all a mi sunde
.
rst.J!l�ng--and brushed it off • 

. lr- 1vo -f � 

'lhe V1etn�.me se presented a. :1:tmtla draft text for the joint OilFZRQ,_ 

.. . · .. ,'/2 .v
...,.
.,, 

communique �o their other draft, but included. the word ttp1·eliminary" talk s. 

At 4 a.m.-five hours before Johnson• s bombing-,hal t apeeoh-Bmker and Berger· 
)-, . , ...,..,. i 

left with the draft · returned t,ro hours later wi th  a oounte,r-draft whioh 

had] dropped the vrord "preliminarz,"--the word neoesaary for the South Vietnamose 

to set -� their own procedural arrangement s in Paris directly with the Communist s;: 

rather than true ting � the American arrangement e. 

Thie u replied in that case the South. V1etnamese oould not repeat not 

join the Americans in the bombing halt  communique or partio1pate in the Paris 

peace talks. 
••tnore reutei, 
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Three hours later., Johnson announoed the ending of the bombing, whioll 
r---

th• South Vietnamese deolare& B a unilateral acticmi and a day later., 

lb:1eu dropped ffl his own banbaell about not repea. t not going to Paris. 

Bow., aw1ttrnmm the AiiJJil South- Vietnamese-American dea4look 

on Saigcm'' a attending the Paris talka oontinue$ here, w1 th ·the American 

lmbaaq 81k awalting instruotiona from Waahin� an� 'k&, _ 60?6i'fi 
__ __.,. ,, 

'lhieu government privately hoping .for a new Jepublic J.4ministration la. 

the White House. 

••end reuter 
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