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SATGON, NOVEMBER 2~~President Nguyen Van Thieu's & refusal

to send a delegation to the next session of the ﬁaxpmded Pax:l.m peace

S,

#¥Ks talks—because 1t would lead to a coalition government in MM

"

was considered here a direct, iﬁ. retaliatory rebuke 4o President Lyndon

Johnsone
"In effect, Thieu said LBJ double-crossed him," one long-time Asia
observer saidaw:fr:d;%uau }s pretty nearly right." ‘
Thieu's DOMDENETY gpeech seemed ¢ here %o $.ndicata that President
Johnson, ignoring Saigon's vehement objections, had given in to the
long-held Communist demand that the National Liberation Frontm—or the Viet
Cong~-be allowed tb sit as a separate delegation &t the peace talkse The
Thieu government=-and previous Saigon governments—~have vowed for years it
woyld nover agres. fe, oftieinl paja it the Notionsl LIWEMNTOY liveration  //ST

N

Front because it would lead to a JEETTT coalition government in South

Vietnam and eventual surrender to the Communi stae
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on television before a Jjoint session

of the two~house legislature mieh was & bombshell

in Saigon slready tense during the past two weeks of discussions about halting

the bombing.  Initial indications where thet Tieu's-spseeh highly
nationalistic speech brought him a great deal of internal support within
the government, the legislature, the mnilitant anti-Communist Catholic
community and thus far from the Vietnamese armed forces. -Siwmeiyy The
initial exception was the dovish militent Buddhists who had been vocalizing

for a bombing halt without gax  gpecifying any conditions from

Hanoi and for an immediate ceasefire. However, as long as Thieu maintains

the support of the armed forces, he is in a strong position to deal with
eivil disorders-—and only the armed forces can pull off a aedimESmmbmemy

suocessful coup d'etats
Both Americang and Vietnamese ofﬂciala seemed saddened at the

Washington-Saigon confrontations
"I cen see why Johmson did what he did," one American veteran official

here explained, "But, I can see why Thieu did what he did too, fix because
of his own internal W pressuress"

"This is a ver:diffioult time and time ig important,” a Vietnamese
general ’ gaide "President Johnson can be an Amerioa.n patriot--but please Rlax

let President Thieu be a Vietnamese patrio‘c M

==more reuter



ZOZC Sag
¥y nnm

thieu 3 (normass/deepe)

/ wplease tell President Johngon, " he continued, "to think of the
American/mho have died here rather than about his friend Humphreyefi Americans
and South Vietnamese died to save Vietnam—not %o give it away."

gtaunchily pro-American diplomats—interested in seeing that the Us Se
and the g West is not repeat not defeated in ﬂ south Vietnam~-were extremently
apprehensive about the new turn in the whole 5&9 negotiating set-up in Paris.
- "I'm af:c:gid Johnson looks like a sucker so far," one outprenty”
Wﬁ;pimnmgp ained. "How else can you ¢lassify him with these
“ yictory broadcasts from Henod and with the North Vietnomese cuissmihag

committing themselves to sit at only one more seasion of the peace talks.
"Why should Thieu and his government add their names to this‘ﬁ: farce,

Tey are being sold down the river and they know ite This whole thing
stinkq like Czeckoslovakia of 19383 people don't like to hear it and say

» s A -
™ ‘is Fascishbbut it is true this dime, I'm afraid, Bieu will Aave &

hard time carrying world opinion with him because of clever Communist
™ naep propagenda. But public opinion is wrong this time because Thieu
is standing up againsgt peace at any price.
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"Everyone knows that Washington has been trying to steamroller Thieu

‘i**; 2 ;Q*, L £ B SR g

for the past two weeks," he continued; "and FSEwwites silly eno\igh
to think Thieu would o@e oave in at the last minute. Well, he didn't,

Whatever you think about Thieu and his crowd, you have to admit they

ez

stood for something=-even ik if it cg;sts them:f , .d it well

mays I once thought that Washington would never dump Thieu because

it would be a catastrophic defeat for tha Americanse Now, I think

Hemin 1t 15 almost inevitable that Washington will remove Thieu and Ky.
"Washington was silly %o meke these optimistic predictions that Thieu

would send a delegation at the last minute. VWashington had no repeat no | 2e©

mandate to0 spesk for either Saigon-or Hanoi=-and it has got iteelf in a

terrible fix by trying te speak for beth of them."
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The three 1mmedi"§‘ca ”ﬁnplications of mieu’a apééeh ares

AS
i In ".rhat must be oonsideredm major victory for Hanoi, the
American-South Vietnamasa alliance is more straizged now than at any time

P

since the @ Mmerican commitment of combat ﬁroo;w in early 1965 In fauot,
11; is a major confrontation to the point OW the alliance
is now hgkfs split half-way opens Whether a fuxiime full split comes is
now up to Washington, which has the trump cards of being able to cut

_ unilateral
fixzsx the vast American economic aid or to order a prema%’@ W’wal
of American combat forcessf Even more, mmmekx Western diplomats who
predicted the Us Se could never withdraw support from the elected and

constitutional gompemmmadm Saigon govermment—-which President Johnson:

wrged to be created=-are now preddei predicting that Weshington widdx will
gampx inspire a ged
militent Buddhists—-who have toppled several govermmenis in the past—are

rapidly spresding rumeRs-almmbcikateshan destructive rumors that o cpaMs
coup is in the meking to topple Thieu and his government, or thet Thieu

coup d'etat against Thieu. The dovishy, left~wing

will resign. TenBpifkimbmuemen These lefilefsbbats leftists are clearly
pushing to the forefront General Duong Van lijnh, the leader of the first

military junte whom $ Americen officials advocated returning from four

years of exile begimning in early Octobers
"If we have to fight both the G
finighed," one Vietnamese ultra—nationaliat saide

g and the Americans, then we are
"But remember, if Thieu

o

goes, it is an Americen defeat too.™ ’
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2, 4&3e Thieu govermme wpwggan has played FoEsiedl "very

i N Conwrnivg ol febe M“;&j
alm”"’m observers agrees, m and ﬁ ig clearly gembling

on the election of Richard Nizon for president.  Word has been filtering

back here from official and unofficial Vietnamese delegations,tinwkssdmmm who
~Mgxesmnn profess to have seen Nixon aidesy, that isssex when the GOP

cepdddnt candidate wins the Presidential election, he'll back Thieu's firm
position, Whether true or mot, Thieu and other sénior government officials
have been known to believe that Hanoi would mmsmbx attempt to wring concessiom

from President Johnson at the Ismimmmémm eleventh hour before the election——

and £ the Saigon government has little to m lose by gambling that

""gx‘ )
T »’l‘é"f_xd‘,,

y American president will be w elected

next weeks W%

Iy Nyxon loses, Thieu has left other options opens Despite
his bombshell ennouncement about not repeat not sending the delegation to
the next session--he did not repeat not say he would not send one to the

{ o b fob O X O S
second or third sessions. ‘ _wsen Hanoi has conveniently left

3—/’\«‘ l’/

Mighicpgot vhether or not rpeat not it wewdd attend.
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Algh, Thieu's cEREISEREnE speech, while highly emotional and -

N A n?‘hongli%t;,c, dees not repea;h n,gt carry any other insurmountable conaiti;;;\(’d
‘P,%

m And, some face-saving arrangement can be worked out, such as

on the South Vietnamese~American delegation,

with Saigon being chairmang; and merging the Hanoi~NLF delegation. The

latter would take a.nother conceasgion from Hanoi--wvhich it would ﬂlikelg/ /

)/\ { Jc:f‘/ }»,- f“?” 5 4;61»“/ &w LM B et

reaist makin,g, . " j e Seara., /; 7 % &9}4"4}* NAtp g W
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- W'l tne view of the 'm:\eu gov&mment,, the Paris peace talks

can proceed in a meaningful mannaxm the Saigon delegaﬁ%n s:}(pee the

"'-'-M v

first substantive item on the aﬂ agenda would still be the \American—-liami

X T A i

discussion on GITHIEFEL troop withdrawalse The only thing the SOUTH™VIUViSffe

two Southern belligerents———the Saigon government and the FFEREIW Lo
e
would be ¥ needed for would be to approve the four~way ceasefire

e

while the foreign troops withdrew, Even the troop withdrawals, however,

can be effected without a ceasefire. Once this is deoided, then Hg.noi Q,nd

% x':' I//
the Americans would walk out of the conference anyway, *bhek ax'gument goesy
MOH T - foS & 1as i i g
and Saigon would %GW“‘EB KLMioh it has nothing to talk abou nee
A e

the only topicp of disousaiom be Viet Cong inclusion into W
p coalition government. This Saigon refuses to accept. Instead, Saigon

™  has given the Viet Cong another alternative——again at Ppesident Johnson's

principle whereby if they lay down

e [ te“
insistence~~the Y@p~ "one-man, one-vo  the ballot boXe

their weapons, they can express their politioal views &
e
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