deepe
taylor—-1
July 27, 1965

FOR USE WEDNESDAY, JULY 23, OR THURSDAY, JULY 29, I'LL CABLE

JHICH DAY LATER.

SAIGON-- Ambassador Mexwell D, Taylor prepared U0

meke his final farewells in Saigon today, leaving e

behind his own paralrooper=son, Tomgy in ang Asian ground
war the scldier-statecsmen throughout his career had opposed.
2 "Hot all the Yaylors have left Vietnam,” +The
63-year-old Aubassador reported Joked this week, referring
%o his son, Ceptein Thomas Happer Taylor, who would remain

behind with an American unit north of Saigons
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Like his father, the son is a United States Army
airborne officer, (mote to editors: if wire services have

announced arrivel of the 10lst -airborne units, then add:

specifically in the 10lst Alrboime Division, which hig ravthte

he father twenty three years personally ascisted in

conmended in some

in developing and a year later
of the boughest and most heroic fighting in World VWer II:
the airborne assault on D=day, June Gy 19443 JE?@ airborne
invasion on September 17, 1944 and the campai§§ﬁs of the

Ardennes and Cenitral Europe,)

(More)
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As the Ambassador made his final round of farewells
o the Saigon diplomatic corps and nenbers of the American
community, & fow observers pecalled one of & the speeches
he made shortly after arriving in Saigon one yenr and three
weels agls

He mentiocned in one speech to the & members

of the American community that he hod read newspaper reports

i

that Robert Kemnedy, Defense Secretary Robert MeNamara and
seeretory of State Doan Rusk had voluntecred for the
tough ascignnent as Ambocsndors

"put T was chosen," he Hold his audicnce, "I had
that one quality none of the others possesseds '

"T was expendible.”

(More)
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A year later--Uhis week=~-his prophecy come true.

Paylor's ambassadorship in Vietnam was filled with
crunching ironies,

During forty years in the United Blates Army, beginning
as a Zleyear-old Westpoint student in 1922, Taylor had devoted
his career to one objectives Americen victory--in World Wer
II and in Korca, 3In both wars 4 he was to sce tie bitterest
fightings Yelt, by recommending vhe spectaculer bombing
of Hovth Vietnam, the objective wag, &t least gl officially,
conferonce bable nogotiations, which observers here congider
at best half-victorys

As ome of the most intellectual mnilitary officérs,
Taylor reportedly consistently agpéﬁﬁﬁesggﬁiﬁgrﬁﬁgrygﬁn
troons to fight a ground war in Asia. §5W the total
of American troops in Vietnam, increasing daily above

000
swe number, include his own son

the one
and his famous 10lst Airborme Division, which had once

been part of the stretegic res e recerve to defend

Americam itself.
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Long considered the most politically astute of the
American generals, Taylor in the late fifties resigned in
protest ageinst America's super-reliance on sedfwSEle.
gﬁ'nuclear power, He wpr wrote a brilliant book, "The
Uncertain ﬁZZEpe Trumpet” to convince others--he didj; by
1961, President John F. Kennedy appointed him Military ﬂéﬁ
Representative of the President and a year later appointed
" him Cheirman of the Joint Chiefs of Stafifl.
| While Toylor aihmmphmfmimm advocated the broadening of
¢ American military power from total ﬁ%é?i nuclear resources
to more conventionalized power, the incrcasing numbers of
conventional American ground troops have yet to display
dremebically they have found the answer to this neFat
newest threat of all--the guerilla=-subversive wars

"Maybe Taylor will go home a write a book called,‘

The Uncertein Vietnem'," one Saigon wag laughed this weeke

(More)
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Because of the complexity of this new threat, American

paratroopers--such as his son--are consistently spied upon

by unarmed, saﬁﬂiii!%ﬁ semi-litercte Vietnamese rubber plantation
et

PP

workers who report : bperational movenents to the

Comnmunist enemye.

A strict disciplinarian because of his military background
Taylor during his Pentagon days ignored even axpohnfinhn pain
to ﬁi@? perfornm his «f@??ﬂﬁ. dutiess. ﬁ%% He often
commended the American military esteblishment in Washington

with his beck in a brace. Even ¥ 1 his farewell
coekseil parties on the cememt floors in Saigon buildings
cause him a restless night's sleeps

Yet, on his 635rd birthdgg last year, he was x 0
witness a parade of politicaltiigzgii’which momentarily
topped the American-backed government . For geveral days
the city of Saigon was vivbually rullpd by Ueenage
hoodlums. i

(More)
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Within Vietnamy he consistently %ge besceched Vietnamese
politicians, generals and bureaucrats as well as religious
lcaders to unify their efforts for political stabilitys. The
result was a myriad of coupsy counter-coups, false-coups anf
=mimm demi-coups and constant intrigues Part of the
problem was considered to the be the widespread Communisy
penetration within the national governmenty policey armed
forces, stuient and religious groupings. The Communists
have already developed the deadliest form of warfare--the
war without gunsnﬂyet,‘ the most forward-thinking of
American leadersy including Taylor, have yet to found
the answer to it IEven paratroopers, such as Tay}or‘s
son, are considered by reliable observers here as O
at best a partial o The younger generation Vietnamese
"Young Turk" generalsy by opening ignoring Taylor's pleas
for political stablitys rebutted the jugdment of
fﬁéiigﬁa America's most famous combat generale This wasf
the final ironyy

e

- an end of ad American fEEmxcExpolicy for Vietnam-~the

arture of Ambascador Taylor is reportedly not

toughline policy of iﬁgggikincoming Ambassador Henry Cabot
Lodge may be toughtr than that of Taylor's,
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But the final farewells of Ambassado# Taylor
in Saigon do mark end of an era and the end of a
%ﬁa generation% American soldiering,
v B, Capbain Tom Taylor, his sod ushers in

a new generation.
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