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(This is the seocond of a three-port series on the multi-faceted

war in South Vietnamy, as Woshington-Honci pence talks bdegin)e

A 160M, APRIL 1ll--Allicd commenders here believe the Communists

will seek to parallel the opproaching pon ce talks by moving towards
honvier, more bitter ground figh%ing in @8 south Vietnam,

Few informed scumea,,ﬁ here foresee the possibility in the near
future of the Communiasts agreeing at the pecce table to 2 truce or

cengefire of hostilities in the jungles and rice paddies of the Scuthe
In m the short termy many Amer:l.oan and Viampmwa informod seurces

\.,!

fowsee the outcome of b 1n the m
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wheon nsked whnt orders he would give his trocps during s censefirey
one senicr illied commender wms stortled end answoreds “vhet do you me«anf
Wetve just been plonning e big_ offennive,” ; '
tnother explained the prevailing milit-ry vicwpoint this ways
b § ﬁgnh think & ceasefire would be & logical thing to eccour. The Communists
will havn to fip'h‘fv-mnc-utalk, fight ond tall, like in the Korenn
var nemti"tionm m&a the anme thing here--a long drawmeout period
of talking with very henvy fighting, ’
"Bofore President Johneon's speech (on April 1, nigon time), we

thoushit thoe Communists would make enother push by June-~based on the t:lme

get teeir replacements in from Egrth thmm and

"““1

it tekos them %o remzm}ly,
got Tordys Tovy wo think FSFEL be tompted te go before that~-in order to

aeek +fF the atrongest poesible bargaining position,
“Buty, 4f he does talky the war here is a new ballgome--with &

new cround rulesy; I'm sure."

-
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sonior cemmenders here currently sec the Alided cide an
wnd litorily over the hump™=-by regoining she tooticsl imidiative on
the ground in sll areas except the ickong Delta where 2 SF e
" gegmsaw slituntion prevails.” These sources ore particulerly plecsed
oFr with the oifensive oporation apound ¥Khe Sanh, which they view
as “switching the %ide in the fioPihoy 1 norihern provinces,” along
the demilitorised zonds

Howevery these asocurces believe the Communists hove €he

capability of sending materiel ond men #+9R  inte the south from
Horth Vieinum, or &0¥oss the other lumd bordersy &l on accelerated
pate—-cnd bolicve they ere currcnily doing 50y although f¢%ﬁ the o

"‘, e

inteliigence lag in doounmenting infiltration ratesy thoy a 'ao'repeat

no stotistical measuwe of ihis e y@tf‘*ﬁ“*“““
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Informed sources here believe thet sinco the Tet offensive
bogen in late January, filie the Communists hove shifted both. theiz' fime |
fromon and their strotegye The reason for this is still uncleay zm& "é&és;ca
of dobate hore=but theose sources beliove the tifle timing wes once
caloulated to mesh with ‘the fmordcon politiccl party conventions and the
Prosidentinl @lmtiom ' ’m«;; bgﬁ;}ve Precsident Johneon's refusel to
acocpt a 28 renominoation mey hove outedoted this thoorye

Thono cources view that the Communist %iz;;ingg hag shifted
from "a protrocted wer to a short~term effort," and the Communiat
stratogy hos shifted from fighting in the jungles and their romote
bese crocs $0 fighting in intermedinte belts around the urbon conterse
As & rosult, "they have base areas overywhere—-in the jungles, in the

i erees,” one reliable

middle nrons and in the urban SEETEGTENED
source oxploeineds "Despite the heavy loasses they've tokeny, they
are kooping their mainforeec units in intormediate belis around the civies

to meintoin come kind of a toehold in the wurban areass™

= @pore reuiery
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Tnformed sources view this as o "verys very clever atrotogye—
o fiendish, oynioel astrategye" This ehift has unleashed meny repercussions
i f not dilemnoge-upon Allied commendores +he Vietnomere population

411 the urban oenters and for the Commund ote thonnelvoss

degrec of the Communict chift, and

tho subsecuont reps FOUSEIONS AOCES %o very with differont. regions of the
country, bLvt is moot ole out in the Third Corps Areas Area surrounding
Snl c0ns

==pere reuiold
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a1ant £all with the battles of led ¥inh and Song Be, the

Copmuni~ts unsed their mein force um?rp-v-—bath %. Covr & e
20 Qb;, ﬂg ‘fﬁi Vio gme:ae

snin the frinsa rress nlong the horderss ' This Coo hi

thom donrlye=they wore using thair olite rogiments ngninst an objective
vhich did not hurt severely the populated eroas. This ntratesy WEB  OLGO
spdtad the 21llsa fino==henousa ve aleo wntod to £isht him out of tho
populated nrcag where we eould brins our firepower to beor on him,

Wihan +hot chanpad,® the cource continued, "mith Tet tho
Gemmuninte hrousht their regiments to the porulated erens and fragmented
them, mnoking €MEA looal unite of theme Since Tet, the Communist high
sormend hag ~iven ovders for these units to hold in an intermedinte
mne ~round 9aicen and the other oition—eond wo have hurt alot of ¥ those
unite brdlys But, this shift ws the sne thing the Communiate could
have dono whish renlly hurt the Alliese Thin does impinge en the
povelutionnry development program,operating around the citiess A
and on the scourity of the ropulation din the eities %00 Bverything in

thia vmr atoms from or centors around the seourity of the poople.”
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Some sources believe this course was chosen becouse the Vietnamese
axmed £@ forces, plus large imeriesn instaliiofs, beg&rx to smother
the Viet Cong loeal guerrilies and political organisations operaiing

in necr the urban centers--and those needed to be reinforced by

atomizing thoir N, rth Vietnomese and Viet congz: main fome nmm.

believe Imerican eir and artillery was hurting m “too badly in theix
remote jungled areas ond they had to seek shelter around tho citioes.
"EBveryone is always using Mao-think to say the Viot Cong are using tho
couniryside to encircle tho cities,” one fmericen cir officer explained,
"In facty they are using Giap-think--thoy are moving frOMTHG into the
eities to encape our firepower." OQOthors, primarily Vietnamese sourcesy
believe the Communists are consolideting and strengthoning their ‘
local guerrilla and regular military strueture to mesh with political
mtyiﬁmo e;ee;igmd to weaken even more seriously tho prestipge and

o X, §
i ol *

W caf the Viﬂtnﬁﬁese govermment m at the prGViMidl, recional and

39?&' ipé  central levelss
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Tn the Third Corps GFoBy the 11 provinces .ﬂm*rcnxm%ing gaigong
the Allied hove adjusted o the comunist chift by ciwu@wﬁ’nve tionclizing
pmeriorn and Tietnamose MANOUVET pottalions ond neshing them vith Populay
~né Regionnl Forces for & grond=-nenle, nassive swoep of more than 1004000
Mohe
QPRS- csvsamonn
The 7 Communist patiera holds in the othex corps arens threc other

- : 4
aorpa erens--but in more muted foTme

In the tep two mrthem provinces of -uang ppi ond Thus Thiong
one nource expleined, ‘ %iwre*s sueh a narrow beli belween the ren 10be
mowntieinons regions and the peopulated ceniersy that everyihing up
there is Indlon aountYy ¢ -t populor Ry military wey of saying the
Qomnuni atn are Jjust chout everywhoros

mhe romoinder of the country, Gowm IS he @% niron aroay  soens

var%z.a&l
to be brclen into two neticel arcas for the Communiste-—the mowntoins, o

&

e, Telo ".,iv’.‘,l;\j‘unz_;th;’if’?lctﬂ-.xj’lnﬁ she highly populeted coantal Pee ol

samore reubted
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#Tn Two Corps and Upper Threoc corps, Jjou have two scparate arcas,"
ono source explaineds "But within coch area, the Communists have also
shiftod thoir taotics to follow the pattern around Saigon. In the highlands,
the Communists are closing ingth on the eities of Kontum, Ban Me Thuot ond

Pleiku, rather then pulling back to their 't)ase areas or their am}mﬂeg -

in I.ao;a zmd Cambodia, Along the const, mherﬂa = uwa to be in the foothills,

fiom how come down to the coaatal plaine Ws not susceeding, but ﬁ"s

still trying to do ite In foot, this h whole move to the urban arecs

storted in the ROK (napublia of xnma) ares last dimmx foll in the
That should have given us

gonstal provinces of B
a tipy but it didn'ts The ROKYs have now licked the problem by organizing

the villogors: tHotaRe
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In Third Corpsy the Communists, formerly wors holed up in

war Zone C nnd D and Phuoe Long provinos, olong the Crmbodian border——

now they HiT5 ono have oonstrusted built intermedicte bamummmmmmn zones
around thoir heartland of Seigone These intermedinte beae areas were identified
as portions of Long Ang B#h southern Binh o Duong, Bien Hoa and

#8 0ie Dinh, the latter being the domTte donut=sheped province surrounding

the capitel of Salgons

In Four Corps, the MEKGHg voive riee=produsing, heavily populated

Mekong Delta south of saigon, tho em}m@mmm b@m &omammting their
strength in the most populous ond rishoat /pm;;;;;;;rm Can Thoy Vinh Leong,
eoaat=mrdas towerds Kien Hos, Dinh TmUGhg Tuong and Vinh Binh—and also
generally nlso along Highway 4»~the only paved road between Spigon and the
Deline This has allowed the Communists %o proceed with a policy--only
prswawszy porticlly suscessful thus far—-io chake ofF Gomnorce Seigon off
from the produce of the 'Delta and prevent transport flowing the other
directions

=smoPe reuter
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"The Allies are over the hump, except in Four Corps. W& bA

Y
the source oxplained, %We have the mtiaté except in the Delte where

thore's &

“This is a very clever strotegy (by the Communists)s They

figure if thoy operate mear the urban areas,

force our side into the seme arees’ "m tha would leave the countryside
bare, since the Vietnecmese treops are committed to the provincial
capitolss And that's wbat has hcppanad. Becaune the cmnnista are
in closey they hawam&‘ut our lines of communicstion % between the
outer orens and the inner areass Newy we are moving to got these
open, & ond wo're susceeding exeept in Four Corpss where the roada
are cut and the waterways blooked,

"pctunlly, +hHOFEYE & veouum ifi Ghe GOUNT :m some cases there's

R

T whaswer mmress into that

o veouum in tho countryside
vacuum con %% have ite That's why Gonoral (William Co) Westmoreland
wants to pot the Victnamese army end revolutionary development cadre

back into the countryside to f£ill that vacuum. Buty that's easier said

than donoe™
« amore reuter
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e source said the chenge in Communist strategy also has forood
Allied commenders o bring "more destruction" on the people, "and this
is a vory fiendigh--cynical sirategye Heo-diws The Communists &g
@21 move into o friendly village, occupy it, dig mortar pits --ond that

gives the Allied commonders the rough Mwioe of what te do about ite"
Howevery, this strategy has alao madca th&’ir \mim ‘more vulnorable,

,,..WM
i

Aliiod sources b@liev?. and th.at ﬁ\é“”fs iicw in €"%e an understrongth
camdsgsmeny nilitory otancos

“FTou know I'm not an official optimist,” one Amorican source explained.
"But more nnd more simce Tet, I have seen all of a ¥Who sudden a oracking
of the well here that will allw us w pnah thmugh The enemy is now
doing vhat he has never don@ 3 before—uﬁﬁt his main force But for di
destruction by use %”k& hes inflexible tactics and he's not going to
change them to save his #%n main forces Now his moin force—his backbong=—
is being whittled aways If this continucs for four menths, we om break

his backbonee At the moment, his mein force is bleeding to doathe”
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#2111 their mein- f&éa t%"m&w expos;ed; out of their base arecas and
are blecding baadg: badly," the source explaineds "In Februsry we were
killing 300 mi main force ab dey, now we're de#fi down to 50, but 1t's
atill significont, Ve a¥e boginning to find thoy throw their rifles

in the river and are leaving their dead and their woapons on the bettlofields

-the Vietnomese &irbugne
™,is has nover happened beforc in this corpss Laot woeky | =0 knocked

out o battalion of the N rth Vietnumene 101st Rogiment—-only 50 men wore
left ond the four prisomers sgid they were ordered to stay there til the
last mene It wosthe first time in the history of the war we've ducimo deeimat
an cnemy unite Buty the American dead in this corps has doubled toos®

nof course, tho reason they're ordored to stay is for a big push
next month,” tho source concludeds "But, I don*t think by next month

he'll be nble to do anything significant at all."




	363-04080
	363-04081
	363-04082
	363-04083
	363-04084
	363-04085
	363-04086
	363-04087
	363-04088
	363-04089
	363-04090
	363-04091
	363-04092

